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seeking true service
four identifying marks of faithful service
Christ instructed His followers to become true servants through His teaching and ministry.

This article is the second of a four part series exploring the five core values of Faith Builders. Discipleship, servanthood, community, Jesus, and the Bible
are central to our mission and our activities. This article elaborates our focus on servanthood by focusing on the greatest servant, Jesus Christ.

Faith Builders holds servanthood as
a core value and states it this way: “In
humble and faithful exercise of our gifts
and vocations, we carry forward the sacrificial ministry of Jesus, serving all people,
especially the community of believers.”
Jesus made one of His most memorable
“mission statements” as He was settling a
dispute among His disciples: “Just as the
Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give His life a ransom
for many” (Matthew 20:28).
Leading up to this, two of His disciples
were angling for the top seats in the
kingdom. The remaining ten reacted
indignantly. Reflecting on their tiff, we
have to acknowledge that humanity
hasn’t grown up much in the intervening
years. Jesus used their spat as an opportunity to call them all to reconsider
how they thought about themselves and
about greatness in the kingdom. And He
offered His own life as an example.

and amazing resources, Jesus constantly
had people tugging at His time, begging
for His help, and pressuring Him to use
His influence and power in particular
ways. From Jesus, we learn that a life of
service does not mean doing everything
others ask us to do.
John records Jesus saying repeatedly that
His guiding directive was the Father’s will.
For example, “I have come down from
heaven, not to do my own will, but the
will of Him who sent Me” (John 6:38).
Servants in the kingdom of God must
first present themselves as “living sacrifices” to God in order to serve others
according to His direction. God then calls
us—gives us particular assignments to
advance His kingdom by serving in the
church, reaching the lost, and caring for
the needy—and He gifts us accordingly.

The call of God on our lives enables us
to know the things we should say yes
to and the things we should say no to.
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Jesus knew the calling His Father had
given Him, and He stayed true to His
calling. He let it guide His entire ministry
and did not allow either the demands of
people or the suggestions of the enemy
to sidetrack Him.
2. A true servant is motivated by love.
Jesus’ ministry to us was love-driven. “For
God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son…” (John 3:16). Love
moved Him to lay aside His glory and
take the shroud of humanity. Compassion moved Him to touch the lepers, give
sight to the blind, drive out the tormenting demons, teach the crowds, feed the
hungry, and give dignity to the outcasts.
The love of Jesus was others-focused,
which means that Jesus lost sleep, became weary, and ultimately gave His life
for the good of others.
Furthermore, His love was emotionally
connecting. Jesus was “touched with the
feelings of our infirmities” (Hebrews 4:15,
KJV).1 He let His own heart be crushed,
grieved, burdened, stricken, and pierced
with the sorrows of others. These strong
feelings of distress enabled Him to connect with those in need, and this same
compassion informs His ministry of intercession for us today.
If we would be servants like Jesus, we
too must let our hearts feel the needs of
others, and then we must commit our
continued on next page

college student
Seminar & retreat
june 29-July 2
The College Student Seminar and
Retreat offers a break from the
pressures of college. The seminar
is a one-day conference devoted
to the development of a Christian
mind. The retreat gives students
the opportunity to engage peers
and mentors with their questions
and struggles.

Event Information
Capacity 42 students
Cost
$85/seminar
		
$179/retreat
		
$220/entire weekend

application available
Apply online at www.fbep.org/cssr.

VOLUNTEER AT FB
Positions begin in june
We continue to seek volunteers for
to work in housekeeping and the
kitchen. Volunteers assist in the
kitchen, housekeeping, bookstore,
and maintenance departments. FB
provides room & board but does
not provide wages or allowance.
Volunteers can participate in the
mentoring program and take
some classes. Positions include:
Kitchen | Food preparation &
service.
Housekeeping | Cleaning,
decorating, and hospitality.

application available
If you are interested (or know
someone who may be), please
contact our office at fbep@fbep.org.
Volunteers must be at least 18.
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resources—time, abilities, and material
assets—to the good of those God has
called us to serve.
3. A true servant must exercise humility.
In a touching scene just before He made
the ultimate sacrifice, Jesus washed His
disciples’ feet. It was dirty work, a menial
task normally assigned to someone at
the bottom of the slave spectrum. When
Jesus then instructed His disciples to “do
as I have done to you,” He likely didn’t
have in mind that they should ceremonially wash each other’s feet, appropriate
as such a ceremony might be. Rather He
was calling them to serve with humility.
He was calling them to lay aside ambition for position, to be willing to do
the thankless job, to consider no act of
service as beneath them, to look for ways
to bless others in small ways, to accept
shame for doing good, and to identify
with the downtrodden.
One of the insidious dangers of learning
is pride. As Paul warned the Corinthians,
“Knowledge puffs up” (1 Corinthians 8:1).
Is it possible that Jesus gave this lesson
in humility exactly because the disciples
had spent several years under His excellent tutorship?
Learning can be a wonderful experience,
but only if it leads us to greater awareness of who God is and who we are in
relationship with Him. Applying this to
the FB experience, education is beneficial
when it is rooted in humility, when it
leads us to take up a towel and kneel at
a basin.
Much good has been done through
those who use their minds and exercise
their skills with a humble heart. On the
other hand, much damage has been
done by those who proudly display their
abilities and superior learning.
4. A true servant maintains
personal holiness.
The feet-washing lesson was not only
about humble service. As He washed the
disciples’ feet, Jesus also talked about
cleansing. “If I do not wash you, you have
no part with Me” (John 13:8). And a bit
later He said, “… you are clean, but not all
of you” (v. 10).
Looking at the disciples gathered that
evening, we can see the sins of avarice,
competition, fear, and pride. Some of
those sins would be exposed in painful and embarrassing ways in the next
twenty-four hours.

a tribute to beatrice king
For twenty-three years, Beatrice King
was an exemplary servant at Faith
Builders. She served in a number of
roles, but for the last twelve years she
served as head cook. Sometimes she
doubted the importance of her service
because food is material and fleeting.
However, we value her example as a
servant because she showed us how to
give a “cup of cold water” in the name
of Jesus. She intentionally shaped her
work in the kitchen to be a contribution
to the kingdom of God. She did this in
many ways: by serving quality food, by
creating a joyful and adventuresome
work environment for her volunteer
helpers, by offering words of
encouragement, by providing uplifting
music in the kitchen (that often spilled
out into adjoining areas), by her ready
prayers, and by her unparalleled sense
of humor. We remember her ability to
transform very ordinary ingredients into
extraordinary dishes; dishes she served
to celebrate special events like the
return of students following a break.

We miss Beatrice keenly. We miss
her at unexpected moments, and in
the annual events that she always
supported and made special.
But her life continues to speak to us.
Beatrice demonstrated in the kitchen
what it means to be a servant after the
example of Jesus, and we are richer and
more responsible because of the legacy
she left us.

And looking at those involved in ministry today, we can readily see how sin
damages the effectiveness of a ministry,
how it destroys testimonies, and how it
brings disgrace to the name of Christ.
Power struggles in the church, embezzlement of funds by ministry leaders, sexual
sins in the life of a pastor, child abuse by
Christian parents… even unbelievers are
appalled. Especially unbelievers!

teachers week
august 1 - 4
Teachers Week offers something for
both new and experienced teachers.
Workshops and work sessions
explore history, science, classroom
management, and more.

We certainly do not carry the weight and
glory of Jesus’ ministry, but nonetheless, holiness of life matters for men and
women who would serve in the kingdom
of heaven. We need to be cleansed of
selfishness and sin, purified in thought
and action and attitude.
We will not be perfect as servants. Students who graduate from Faith Builders,
like their instructors, are still in the process of being shaped, deepening in love
and humility, and being cleansed of self.
But we hold Jesus as our example of true
servanthood, and we stretch our hearts
and minds, our actions and our attitudes,
to follow in His steps.

MAIN SESSIONS
Authority: Foundation and Basis, Personal, Community, and
Authority in Action | Melvin Lehman
45 WORKSHOPS
Phonics: Learning to Read | Glenda Miller & Ruth Anna Kuhns
Majoring in Motivation | Deana Swanson

Jesus’ ministry was powerful like no other
because His life was righteous like no
other. As Peter wrote, He “committed no
sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth”
(1 Peter 2:22). Jesus fully understood
the implications of a holy life. The same
night that He washed His disciples’ feet,
He prayed, “Sanctify them by Your truth!”
(John 17:17). He knew the ministry to
which these men were called, and He
knew how their holy lives would lend
power to their ministry.
Then He made this astounding statement: “And for their sakes I sanctify
Myself” (v. 19). We might ask the unthinkable: “How would it have affected us if Jesus had been careless about His personal
holiness?”

2017 program

Teaching a New Testament Epistle | Conrad Sollenberger
Reviewing Effectively | Virgil Nisly
Improving Communication with Fellow Staff | Diana Sauder
...and many more
11 INTERACTIVE WORK SESSIONS
New Teacher Orientation | Esther Bean, Howard Bean
Seven Ways of Learning | Sharon Yoder (FULL)
Teaching High School Math Concepts Effectively | Rolin Martin
Educational Games Motivate Learning | Wanda Hoover
Beginning Word, Excel, and Powerpoint | Ed Brunet
Art Class | Bettina Yoder (FULL)

registration update

Enjoying Poetry with Students | Jonas Sauder

Registration open until July 10 or until
event full. Register at www.fbep.org/tw
or by callling our office.

Wonders of the Human Brain | Anthony Hurst
Teaching History: Boring to Beautiful | Deana Swanson
Dyslexia: What Is It and What Can You Do About It? | David Eicher
Choir Survival Kit | Jeff Swanson

Summer term
june 26 - July 28
Summer Term serves teachers by
offering a structured academic
experience, practical training, and
opportunities for personal growth.

Classes offered in 2017
Homemaking: An Art For All Women............ Cynthia Brubaker
Foundations of Education.............................. Steven Brubaker
Principles of Teaching I.................................. Patrick Heatwole
Teaching History/Social Studies.................... Patrick Heatwole
Course Development Practicum.................... Gerald Miller
The Exceptional Learner................................ Lynell Nissley
Mathematics for Elementary Teachers.......... Lynell Nissley

John Coblentz

Child Development........................................ Jonas Sauder
Teaching Secondary English & Literature...... Jonas Sauder
The Life of the Teacher................................... Jonas Sauder
Art For Teachers............................................. Hannah Scott
Drawing......................................................... Hannah Scott

Notes
The Greek word translated “touched
with the feelings” is sympatheo,
from which we get our English word
"sympathize", and in both languages the
word means literally "to feel with."
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application Update
We still have space for five men.
Apply by June 15 online at
www.fbep.org/st or by calling us.

Music Fundamentals..................................... Lyle Stutzman
Teaching Secondary Music..........................Lyle Stutzman
Choir...........................................................Lyle Stutzman
Children's Literature....................................Sharon Yoder
Teaching Reading........................................Anna Zehr
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Contact us
 By Phone
 By Fax
 By E-mail
 By Mail
			

UPCOMING EVENTS & TERMS

(814) 789-4518
(814) 789-3396
fbep@fbep.org
28527 Guys Mills Rd
Guys Mills, PA 16327

Summer term ı June 26 - July 28
We have room for five men.
Apply at www.fbep.org/st by June 15.

college student retreat ı June 29 - july 2
15 of 42 openings remain.
Apply at www.fbep.org/cssr.

Visit us on the web at www.fbep.org

teachers week ı august 1-4
As of May 24, we still have room for 88
additional teachers. Registration closes
July 10 or when event reaches capacity.

faith builders newsletter

two-year studies ı begin august 21

The Faith Builders newsletter is published quarterly
and serves to inform, inspire, and equip its readers.
Subscription is free upon request.

teachers conference ı october 13-15
winter term ı jan. 1 - Feb. 2, 2018
admin. conference ı jan. 25-27, 2018

Faith Builders
Educational Programs
28527 Guys Mills Road
Guys Mills, PA 16327

Address Service Requested
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MAKE TRAINING
AFFORDABLE FOR
OUR STUDENTS
Our students rely on the generosity of many donors for affordable
training. Consider giving in one of the following ways:

Student Assistance
Donations designated to this fund help all students equally.

Student Scholarships
Donations may be designated to one of our three scholarships,
assisting students who need additional financial help.

Where Needed Most
Funds given where they are most needed allow us to reduce the
overall cost of tuition.

FAITH BUILDERS

E D U C AT I O N A L P R O G R A M S

22 STUDENTS ACCEPTED FOR 2017
TWO-YEAR STUDIES BEGINNING AUGUST 21, 2017
TEACHER APPRENTICING

SPAC
FEM E FOR O
ALE
STUD NE
ENT

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES &
GENERAL STUDIES

