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is our disciple-making making jesus-followers?
two foundational characteristics of faithful discipleship
Discipleship is at the heart of Christian experience, and discipleship directs us into life in the church.

John Coblentz is a teacher and the campus pastor at Faith Builders. This role includes teaching Introduction to Human Understanding, Teaching The Bible,
and Ethics, among other classes. John also coordinates ministry apprenticing and provides leadership of campus chapel services.

Prior to Jesus’ ascension, He gathered
His disciples around Him and said these
memorable words, "All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
Go therefore and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
things that I have commanded you; and
lo, I am with you always, even to the end
of the age" (Matthew 28:19, 20)1.

when we assist a person to make this
first step, we have not completed the
mandate of the great commission any
more than stepping out of our front door
in Pennsylvania gets us to California.
Jesus commissioned His disciples to
make more disciples. This was their mission. To carry it out, they were instructed
to wait in Jerusalem until they would
be filled with the Holy Spirit, and then
they were to begin witnessing—telling
His story and their own experiences in
it—first “in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and [then] to the end of the
earth” (Acts 1:8). The rest of the Book of
Acts records the remarkable effects of
these first disciples making more disciples.

The focal point of the great commission is
not on going,2 not on setting up mission
stations in foreign countries, not even on
getting people “saved,” (at least, not as a
point in time experience) but on making
disciples. Of course, this involves going,
in the sense of interacting with people
and reaching out to people, but it is not
We are still in that story.
primarily about something we do in
faraway places; rather, it is something we As followers of Jesus today, we have the
same mission.
do wherever we find ourselves “going.”
And certainly, making disciples calls
We have been authorized by Jesus to tell
for evangelizing, telling others about
others about Him, to teach them what
Jesus, calling them out of the world and
He has commanded, to walk with them
into fellowship with the people of God,
so that they become faithful followers of
and baptizing them in the name of the
Jesus and can carry on the same misFather, the Son, and the
sion with others. That is
Holy Spirit; but this is
what the church is—the
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MAKING DISCIPLES.

that together we can follow Him faithfully in our time.
Many people today are struggling with
problems—relationship problems, badhabit problems, emotional problems, and
spiritual problems. And there seems to
be no end to the programs and seminars
and theories and therapies both secular and religious that claim to have the
answer to solve these problems.
Given the crosswinds of debate on what’s
wrong with us and how we ought to fix
what’s wrong with us, it is necessary to
think well about the programs we offer to
address people's problems. And perhaps
the best evaluative question we can ask
ourselves, whether we call our efforts
small groups or counseling or mentoring, is this: “Are we making disciples of
Jesus?” That is, are we enabling people to
become more like Jesus and live out His
intentions on the earth in our time?
If we observe discipleship in the early
church, a number of characteristics
become abundantly clear. I will point out
only two.
1. Discipleship is Christ-centered
As we have noted, Jesus commissioned
the Apostles to “make disciples,” to
enable others to know Him and to
follow His ways. In the Book of Acts, we
find the early Christians doing just that.
The sermons, the prayer meetings, the
continued on next page

JOIN US AT THE DOCK
New website offers forum, videos,
and lesson plans
What school-related questions
would you ask a community
of conservative Anabaptist
educators? How would other
classrooms benefit from access to
your educational materials? Join
us on The Dock, a platform for
sharing class materials, questions,
inspiration, and training among
Anabaptist educators. Named
in honor of Christopher Dock,
a colonial Mennonite educator,
thedockforlearning.org offers
a blog, a video series, a forum,
and hundreds of downloadable
documents and recordings.

VOLUNTEER AT FB
Positions begin june 22
Volunteer positions begin June
22, 2017. Volunteers assist in the
kitchen, housekeeping, bookstore,
and maintenance departments. FB
provides room & board but does
not provide wages or allowance.
Volunteers can participate in the
mentoring program and take
some classes. Positions include:
Maintenance | Building upkeep,
janitorial, grounds, & handyman work.
Kitchen | Food preparation & service.
Housekeeping | Cleaning, decorating,
and hospitality.
Bookstore | Customer care, shelfstocking, and shipping.

application available
If you are interested (or know
someone who may be), please
contact our office at fbep@fbep.org.
Volunteers must be at least 18.
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fellowship, the care of one another, even
their meal times were about Jesus.
If we are to disciple others, whether it is
the gathering in corporate worship, or
older ones meeting with younger ones
for Christian growth, or healthy members meeting with fragile or broken or
wayward members, we must invite the
living, risen Jesus into our interactions
and let Him shape our desires, correct
our perspectives, cleanse our hearts, and
even shape our methods.
True discipleship rests in the confidence
that Jesus is the most fundamental fulfillment of human desire and the most satisfying answer to human need. Much human misery and disillusionment comes
from expecting fullness of life to come
from possessions, human achievements,
marriage, exotic experiences, or even
from particular religious experiences. The
human heart can turn even good things
into replacements for the “one thing” the
heart needs3. Unfortunately, even in the
church, members are sometimes seeking
from things or from other people what
only Jesus can give them. Fortunately, it
is often at the place of our greatest need
or the moment of our worst disillusionment that we meet Jesus.
More than anything else, discipleship is
about being formed into the image of
Jesus, about learning to know Him and
love Him and follow Him. Without this
central focus, no discipleship program or
method is true discipleship.
2. Discipleship is community-based
We must not follow Jesus alone. When
we come to Jesus, we come into the
assembly of believers. We become
“members of Christ” (1 Corinthians 6:15),
“members of one body” (1 Corinthians
12:12), and “members of one another”
(Ephesians 4:25). Certainly, each person
must make his or her individual choice
to be a Christ-follower. Furthermore,
we have our alone times with Jesus. But
interaction with other followers of Jesus
is the primary way we are shaped and
developed.
This happens in large meetings of the
church where we worship the Lord
together, where the Word of God is
preached, where testimonies are offered,
where we unite in prayer, and where we
celebrate the Lord’s table together. It also
happens in smaller groups both formal

discipleship at FB
Every Christian has weaknesses and
areas where they need to grow. FB's
mentoring program helps our longterm students to identify those areas
while providing the tools needed to
make changes and grow in Christian
maturity. Assignments and activities
include writing and sharing journals
with mentors, taking regular prayer
days alone, and sending regular
updates to parents and pastors. In my
experience coordinating the mentoring
program, I've witnessed young people
developing personal discipline in
specific areas where it was previously
missing. The resulting growth and joy
are reason for gratitude.
One of the primary ways God speaks to
us is in the context of close fellowship
with Christian brothers and sisters. I’ve
seen God move and speak through
these relationships time and time again.

Over the course of two years, we guide
students first to explore their journey to
this point in their lives, paying attention
to shaping experiences and God’s grace
to them through good and bad times.
Then we turn the focus to where they
are now, how God has gifted them, and
where He may want to take them in the
future.

Mentoring works well with caring
leaders who are perceptive, invested,
and authentic, grouped with eager
Jesus-followers who are trusting,
teachable, and honest.
Sheldon Kauffman
Mentoring Coordinator

and informal. It may be a home Bible
study, a cell group, an accountability
group, a mentoring partner or group, or
just a couple of Christian friends having
good interaction.
But the point of church is not just about
personal growth within the context of
a group. The individual person is not
the focal point. The church is the body
of Jesus commissioned to carry out His
intentions on the earth. The staggering reality is that we cannot actually do
the will of Jesus on our own. Jesus does
things through His body that He cannot
do through a particular member. As Paul
explained, no member of the body does
everything. The hand needs the foot, and
both need the eyes. “If the whole body
were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where
would be the smelling? But now God has
set the members, each one of them, in
the body just as He pleased” (I Corinthians 12:17, 18). When the whole body is
working together with each member doing its part, we can properly care for each
other and can actually carry forward the
good purposes of Jesus the Head.
Unfortunately much in western culture
stymies the experience of community
intended by God for the church. We
have come to value the individual above
the group—individual rights, personal
dreams, “the way I see it,” etc.; and we
have come to value “being true to myself,” even “being true to my convictions,”
as honorable, no matter how it may set
a person apart from family or church.
We easily approach the church with
the consumerist mentality—how I can
get what I want—rather than with the
servant mentality—how I can contribute
my gifts and resources to a cause greater
than myself.

Endnotes

1 All biblical quotations are from the NKJV.
2 In the Greek language, the verb translated
“go” is not an imperative, and would more
accurately be translated “going.” The imperative of the sentence is actually a verb form of
disciple, translated in the KJV as “teach” and in
the NKJV more accurately as “make disciples.”
The sense of the great commission then is as
follows: “As you go, make disciples….” The focus
of the great commission is on helping people
to follow Jesus.
3 This is the language Jesus used in blessing
Mary for sitting at His feet while Martha was
“troubled about many things” (Luke 10:42).

june 29-July 2
The College Student Seminar and
Retreat offers a break from the
pressures of college. The seminar
is a one-day conference devoted
to the development of a Christian
mind. The retreat gives students
the opportunity to engage peers
and mentors with their questions
and struggles.

open house
April 6-7
Be an FB student for a day! This twoday open house is for prospective
students, their parents, and pastors
wishing to sample student life.
The open house includes a facility
tour, a selection of classes, program
overview, and all meals and lodging.
Arrival: April 6 from 4:00 - 4:30
Conclusion: April 7 around 3:00

Event Information
Capacity 42 students
Cost
$85/seminar
		
$179/retreat
		
$220/entire weekend

no cost to attend

apply online

Register at www.fbep.org/open-house.

Apply online at www.fbep.org/cssr.

Summer term
june 26 - July 28
Summer Term serves teachers by
offering a structured academic
experience, practical training, and
opportunities for personal growth.

Classes offered in 2017
Homemaking: An Art For All Women............ Cynthia Brubaker
Foundations of Education.............................. Steven Brubaker
Principles of Teaching I.................................. Patrick Heatwole
Teaching History/Social Studies.................... Patrick Heatwole
Course Development Practicum.................... Gerald Miller
The Exceptional Learner................................ Lynell Nissley
Mathematics for Elementary Teachers.......... Lynell Nissley

If we are going to follow Jesus, we must
learn to walk with fellow believers in a
relationship of mutual commitment to
Jesus and one another. In loving devotion to Jesus and His followers, we will
both contribute to and receive life-giving
discipleship.
John Coblentz

college student
Seminar & retreat

Child Development........................................ Jonas Sauder
Teaching Secondary English & Literature...... Jonas Sauder
The Life of the Teacher................................... Jonas Sauder
Art For Teachers............................................. Hannah Scott
Drawing......................................................... Hannah Scott

application available
More information and an application
is at www.fbep.org/st. A paper copy of
the application is also available.

Music Fundamentals..................................... Lyle Stutzman
Teaching Secondary Music..........................Lyle Stutzman
Choir...........................................................Lyle Stutzman
Children's Literature....................................Sharon Yoder
Teaching Reading........................................Anna Zehr
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Contact us
 By Phone
 By Fax
 By E-mail
 By Mail
			

UPCOMING EVENTS & TERMS

(814) 789-4518
(814) 789-3396
fbep@fbep.org
28527 Guys Mills Rd
Guys Mills, PA 16327

REACH 2017 ı march 23-24
Register now at reach.fbep.org.

open house ı April 6-7 ı DETAILS inside
FBTI commencement ı MAY 20
FBTI CHOIR TOUR ı MAY 21-28

Visit us on the web at www.fbep.org

Locations listed soon on our website.

Summer term ı June 26 - July 28
Apply at www.fbep.org/st.

college student retreat ı June 29 - july 2

faith builders newsletter

Apply at www.fbep.org/cssr.

The Faith Builders newsletter is published quarterly
and serves to inform, inspire, and equip its readers.
Subscription is free upon request.

teachers week ı august 1-4
Register April 1 at www.fbep.org/tw.

two-year studies ı begin august 21

Faith Builders
Educational Programs
28527 Guys Mills Road
Guys Mills, PA 16327

Address Service Requested
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APPLY FOR TWO
YEARS OF STUDY
Strong interest has been shown in two-year tracks of study. We are
grateful. Please apply soon if interested in long-term study at FB.

1) Complete the student application
The application is available at www.fbep.org/academics/semester.
Applications must be received by May 1.

2) Apply for scholarships
Browse options at www.fbep.org/admissions/scholarships.

3) Wait to be accepted
Applications are reviewed in batches in February and May.

4) Attend

Studies begin with a four week, hands-on term of apprenticing.

FAITH BUILDERS

E D U C AT I O N A L P R O G R A M S

STUDENTS ACCEPTED FOR 2017

TWO-YEAR STUDIES BEGINNING AUGUST 21, 2017
TEACHER APPRENTICING

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES &
GENERAL STUDIES

