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getting the most from your child's education
six practical tips from a school administrator
Education is a community effort calling for parental involvement.

Gerald Miller administrates and teaches at Faith Builders Christian School. Reflecting on his twenty years of experience as an educator, Gerald
realizes that education is truly a community effort. In this article, he highlights six ways parents can partner with their school to improve their child’s
educational experience. These practical tips encourage a productive partnership between school, parents, and children.

Is it possible for students to experience
joy and excitement in the world of
education? Can we create a working
relationship between the home and the
school that makes students want to go to
school, ready and eager to participate in
the learning environment of education?
For children to have this kind of
enjoyable and rich experience in
education, it takes more than the good
efforts of educators in the classroom.
Children are active participants in
different worlds—home, first of all, and
then church and school as well. Not one
of these worlds can be an island, cut off
from the others. Each affects the others.
In this article, I will focus on the working
relationship between home and school,
even while acknowledging that a vibrant
relationship between home and church
as well as a good cooperation between
church and school are likewise important
for the overall development of children.

my family, but it also has the potential to
spread throughout the school.
Children typically spend six hours
of every weekday in the classroom.
Parents can easily assume it is all up to
the school to bring the right mix of joy,
excitement, and rigor to the educational
experience. But parents can boost the
educational experience of their children
by active involvement in the school. I’m
not advocating “helicopter parenting”
where parents hover over the child and
don’t trust the child out of their sight.
Rather, I’m suggesting involvement such
as open communication with teachers,
volunteering in the classroom, and
stopping by to observe the educational
experience. This kind of involvement
communicates to students and teachers
alike that parents care about the
education of their children.
In addition, I offer the following practical
ideas for how to get the most from your
child’s education.

As a parent of five children, I believe
my children can have a wonderful
school experience. I also
recognize that I play a
PARENTS PLAY A VITAL
vital role in making this
a reality. Furthermore, as
ROLE IN MAKING A
I take my parental role
WONDERFUL SCHOOL
seriously, I realize my
EXPERIENCE A REALITY
influence is not limited to

FOR THEIR CHILDREN.

Provide Nutritious Food
A nutritious breakfast
is a good way to start
your child’s day. In
fact, many nutritionists
consider breakfast the
most important meal of

the day. And for a snack, your child might
ask for sweets or pastries, but Twinkies
just don’t have the sustaining power of
protein. Consider packing veggies (such
as carrots), a homemade granola bar,
cheese, or other sources of protein.
Provide for Adequate Sleep
When weekend schedules at home are
significantly different from weekday
schedules, students can suffer from
Monday blues. I think the start of the
work week should be celebrated. We
were created to work (even in the Garden
of Eden), and we get no hint from the
Scripture that Mondays should be the
worst day of the week. That idea comes
from a culture formed by upside down
values, and it is promoted by everyone
from Garfield to Hollywood. If we buy
into the idea that work is dull and the
best life is late-night play, we will see
the effects on our students Monday
morning. Teachers struggle to maintain
a joyful classroom environment when
students struggle with a case of weekend
drowsiness. Parents can help students
enjoy the classroom by maintaining
schedules that include adequate sleep
every day of the week.

continued on next page

college student
Seminar & retreat
july 1-3
The College Student Seminar and
Retreat offers a break from the
pressures of college. The seminar
is a one-day conference devoted
to the development of a Christian
mind. The retreat gives students
the opportunity to engage peers
and mentors with their questions
and struggles.
Event Information
Capacity 42 students
Cost
$82/seminar
		
$174/retreat
		
$215/entire weekend

apply online
Apply online at www.fbep.org/cssr.

teachers week
august 2 - 5
Teachers Week offers something
for new and experienced teachers.
Workshops and work sessions
explore history, science, classroom
management, and more.

Don’t Take Vacations
During the School Year
While it may not feel like a big deal to
have your children missing from school,
your children’s presence is actually very
important. Students who take vacations
during the school year affect classroom
and school culture. Think of the effect
on other students when glowing reports
from the Bahamas filter back from
freshly-tanned students. As you might
guess, no matter how scintillating the
mathematics teacher might be, math
simply can’t compete with snorkeling.
Absences are unavoidable at times, and
teachers know that. They want to work
with you. However, schools schedule
vacation time during holidays, spring
breaks, and three months of summer;
and parents can demonstrate their
commitment to their children’s education
by taking advantage of those breaks and
protecting regular school attendance.
Americans seem to thrive on the next
adrenalin rush, and that can come
from a one-day outing to a week-long,
full-blown vacation. Parents give a gift
to their children when they teach and
demonstrate the value of sticking to the
daily routines of life and being people
others can count on. In the long run,

2016 program
MAIN SESSIONS
Linford Horst, Glendon Strickler, and Kyle Lehman

45 WORKSHOPS
Teaching Phonics
Dutch-Mennonite History (a series of three workshops)
Principle Foundations of Character
Prevention vs. Punishment
Bulletin Boards 101
Biblical Integration in the Elementary Subjects
Planning Ahead for Art
Middle School Math
...and many more

18 INTERACTIVE WORK SESSIONS
register before july 11
More information and registration is at
www.fbep.org/tw. A paper copy of the
registration form is also available .
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New Teacher Orientation
Recess Activities
Fuel-Injected Art
Nature Walks
Teaching Elementary Music
Effective Unit Design
...and more

children are better served by learning
habits of faithfulness than by jumping for
the next amazing experience.
Monitor Your Child’s Homework
Believe it or not, homework is not
given to terrorize families or to make
family life difficult. Parents who practice
healthy involvement in the education
of their children will hold their children
accountable for their use of time at
school.
Consider this exchange:
Parent: “Why do you have homework
tonight?”
Child: “I don’t know. I just have a lot of
homework. The teacher makes us work
too hard.”
Parent: “Did you make good use of your
study time today?”
Child: “Oh yeah. Well sometimes I wasn’t
doing as much as I could have, but I
didn’t really feel like working.”
(Parent calls teacher.)
Parent: “Mr. Teacher, we’re wondering if
our son has homework because of the
amount assigned or if he’s not making
good use of his time.”
You might be surprised by what you
learn from the teacher.
When you do need to help your child
with homework, he learns best when
you require him to do the work and
find the answers, rather than just
giving him the answers. Certainly it
is necessary to explain things a child
doesn’t understand, but create space
for him to learn and get the full benefit
from assignments. If you discover that
the work seems excessive, communicate
directly with your child’s teacher.
Talk With Your Child About School
Tune in to what is happening at school.
Avoid general questions such as “How
was your day?” (a question that will likely
result in the likewise general response,
“Fine”). Take an interest in specific
activities and subjects. “What games did
you play in recess today? What book is
your teacher reading during story hour?
How did the test in Bible class go? Did
you do any experiments in science?”
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Communicating with your children about
what happens in school demonstrates to
your family that learning is an important
part of growing up. It also provides
an opportunity for your children to
talk about questions or relationship
problems they are having. When open
communication is a norm at an early age,
it is far easier to continue communicating
with your children as they move through
adolescence.
Maintain a Positive Attitude
Toward Learning
The attitude of parents toward learning
is formative for a child’s attitude toward
learning. This can be either disconcerting
or wonderful. If parents think school is
a necessary evil, children are much less
likely to give themselves to the learning
process. When parents are excited about
what children are learning in school
and when they actively pursue learning
at home, children view learning as an
neccesary part of good living.
Some things a child learns in school
are more directly tied to everyday life
than other things. When a child learns
about a displaced people group, he can
pray for the group or give toward relief
efforts. When he is asked to learn the
periodic table or to work out algebraic
equations, however, he may protest,
“I’ll never use that stuff!” At that point
it won’t be helpful if a parent makes
similar remarks: “My teacher let us skip
that.” Or, “My grandpa died of that.” Far
better to recognize that God has made
an amazing world for us to explore, and
learning is an adventure that broadens
our understanding of God’s world.
An openness to the joy of learning and
a willingness to participate in activities
that aren’t as personally enjoyable
prepare children for much that they will
face all through life. It isn’t necessarily
exhilarating for some people to attend
church members’ meetings or to learn
how to change diapers or to care for a
sick neighbor. As we nurture healthy
attitudes in our children toward
involvement and participation in school,
we are nurturing the attitudes that will
enable them to participate in home life
and church life in years to come.
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Conclusion
The home and school must work
together if the educational experience
is to be enjoyable and rich. Parents can
energize the school experience for their
children through involvement, strong
relationships, and healthy attitudes.
Having been in education for twenty
years, I have been privileged to watch
firsthand the educational trends and
developments among conservative
Anabaptists. While I desire increased
vision for Christian education, I am
blessed by the attention being given
to the education of our children. I am
inspired when I consider the potential of
the home, church, and school working
together for the training of the next
generation.
Parents, you play a leading role in the
shaping of this generation. Your teachers
want to partner with you to equip the
next generation for a lifetime of humble
service to God and others. Let’s work
together for sake of Christ and His
church!
Gerald Miller

UPCOMING EVENTS & TERMS
Summer term ı June 27 - July 29
Summer Term provides an opportunity
for educators to grow academically and
personally. Apply at www.fbep.org/st.

college student retreat ı July 1-3
Attendance is limited to 42 college
students. Nine openings remain. Apply
at www.fbep.org/cssr.

teachers week ı august 2-5
236 educators have applied to attend.
Register by July 11 (provided the event
has not already reached capacity) at
www.fbep.org/tw.

two-year studies ı beginning august 22
teachers conference ı october 14-16
This weekend conference provides
enrichment for long-term teachers
serving in conservative Anabaptist
schools. Registration opens soon.

winter term ı jan. 2 - feb. 3, 2017
Winter Term is a five-week term offering
study in Bible, Theology, and Music.
Students may attend for two, three, or all
five weeks.

reach ı march 22-24, 2017
REACH is a convention of conservaitve
Anabaptist ministries. REACH 2017 is
held at Calvary Church in Lancaster, PA.

NEWS FROM FAITH BUILDERS
alumni newsletter
Faith Builders has begun producing
a newsletter for graduates, former
volunteers, and former staff.
Information about weddings, births,
and deaths will be included there.
The alumni newsletter, Connections,
will be published once each year,
with the first issue published in May
2016 and distributed via email. If
you don't receive this newsletter
and think you should be on the list,
please contact Matthew Mast.
matthewm@fbep.org

welcome
»» Lucy Miller joined the FB staff June 1.
Lucy's primary role will be bookkeeping.
»» Anita Yoder joins the FB staff this
summer to assist with the development
of Living History.
»» Laura Gehman is welcomed to FBCS as a
grade 1 and 2 teacher.

Farewell
»» Farewell to Yvonne Yoder after four years
of service teaching grades one and two
at FBCS.
»» Six volunteers return home after a year of
service at FB. Thank you!

congratulations
»» Seventeen students graduated from our
two-year tracks of study May 21.
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Contact us
 By Phone
 By Fax
 By E-mail
 By Mail
			

(814) 789-4518
(814) 789-3396
fbep@fbep.org
28527 Guys Mills Rd
Guys Mills, PA 16327

faith builders newsletter
The Faith Builders newsletter is published quarterly
and serves to inform, inspire, and equip its readers.
Subscription is free upon request.

Visit us on the web at www.fbep.org

Faith Builders
Educational Programs
28527 Guys Mills Road
Guys Mills, PA 16327

Address Service Requested
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MAKE TRAINING
AFFORDABLE FOR
OUR STUDENTS
It costs about $20,000 per year to train one student at Faith Builders. We
rely on the generosity of many donors to make this training affordable
for our students. Consider giving in one of the following ways:
Student Assistance
Donations designated to this fund help all students equally.
Student Scholarships
Donations may be designated to one of our three scholarships,
assisting students who need additional financial help.
Where Needed Most
Funds given where they are most needed allow us to reduce the
overall cost of tuition.

FAITH BUILDERS

E D U C AT I O N A L P R O G R A M S

STUDENTS ACCEPTED FOR 2016

TWO-YEAR STUDIES BEGINNING AUGUST 22, 2016
TEACHER APPRENTICING

FULL

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES &
GENERAL STUDIES

THR
SOUGEHE STUDEN
TS
T

