
Appprenticeship is an essential part of the student experience at Faith Builders.
Apprenticing happens as students practice within their area of study while receiving direction and feedback from staff.  In this issue, we explore one 
component of apprenticing - internships.  Internships place students in positions of ministry in new settings.  
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INTERNSHIPS

Internships offer 

exposure to apprenticing 

in new settings to deepen 

students' vision and skill.

discipling the hands

For a number of years past, we have 
heard people encouraging us to find 
ways to strengthen the apprenticing 
experience at Faith Builders.  We have  
heard this especially from members 
of our Advisory Council.  Some have 
felt that the apprenticing program at 
Faith Builders Christian School does 
not represent the challenges our TAP 
students will face after graduation.  
Apprenticing should equip our students 
to face the challenges and problems of 
service  in their home schools.  While we 
push back on the perception that FBCS 
does not equip our students (teachers 
at FBCS are real people, our students 
are real students, and we face very real 
challenges) we also care about enabling 
our graduates to 
serve in their home 
community.  We 
want our students 
to be equipped with 
life experiences that 
prepare them to 
serve effectively in 

the kingdom of God.  So the concept of 
broadening the experience and skills 
of our students meshes well with our 
mission to disciple the whole person—
head, heart, and hands—for joyful, 
humble service in God’s kingdom.

For the past two years, we have 
arranged for Teacher Apprenticing and 
Christian Ministries students to do a five-
week internship.  For TAP students, this 
means finding a host school willing to 
accept a student-teacher for a five-week 
stretch, normally right after Christmas 
break.  This replaces one Summer Term 
for TAP students and counts as six credit 
hours of their education.  We encourage 
TAP students to use this time to broaden 

their experience. 
If they have had 
exposure to a large 
school, for example, 
we might encourage 
them to intern in a 
small school, or vice 
versa.

For students in the Christian Ministries 
track, internship means serving for five 
weeks in a Christian ministry, anywhere 
from a city outreach to a youth camp 
to a foreign mission.  Christian Ministry 
students may do their internship in 
January (during our Winter Term when 
TAP interns are out as well) or any time 
during the summer months.

We attempt to prepare our students 
for these internship experiences by 
emphasizing values and attitudes that 
will make their time not only personally 
enriching but also a blessing for the 
school or ministry in which they serve.  
This means being humble, being a 
learner, being willing to go beyond 
what is asked, looking for ways to 
bless and serve, even being willing 
to do tasks and carry responsibilities 
that don’t seem to be related to the 
long-term goals the student has.  One 
TAP student, for example, interned 
at a girls camp, expecting to assist in 
the educational program of the camp.  
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FBEP CAnada
Faith Builders Educational Programs 
Canada (FBEP Canada) has recently 
been established as a companion 
organization in support of Faith 
Builders Educational Programs USA.

FBEP Canada has been organized 
to support Christian education in 
Canada by offering scholarships 
to Canadian students enrolled in 
the Teacher Apprenticing Program 
at Faith Builders, organizing 
educational workshops north of the 
border, and assisting with funding 
capital projects at Faith Builders.

FBEP Canada is a registered charity 
in Canada and all donations are tax-
deductible. The Board of Directors is 
Wayne Martin (Chairman), Richard 
Bean (Secretary/Treasurer), and 
Kevin Bauman (Director).

efca accreditation
The Evangelical Council for 
Financial Responsibility (EFCA) 
is an organization that provides 
accreditation to Christian nonprofit 
organizations that faithfully 
demonstrate compliance with 
established standards.  Faith 
Builders applied for, and recently 
received,  ECFA accreditation.  ECFA 
accreditation certifies that Faith 
Builders complies with accepted 
accounting practices and that 
donations will be used 
with prudence.

Canadian donations may be sent to

FBEP Canada 
185 Forrest Ave E 
New Hamburg, ON
N3A 1X8
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STUDENT REFLECTIONS
Internships are times of intensive 
learning and personal growth.  We 
asked a few students to reflect on 
their experiences.

Nate Nolt
TAP Graduate, 2013
My internship:
-Gave me the flexibility to begin 
understanding who I am as a teacher 
vs. understanding “the formula for 
successful teaching”
-Showed me great teachers teaching 
in a way that fit the culture of their 
community
-Offered me another way of looking 
at teaching, slightly different from 
Faith Builders, that broadened me as 
a teacher.

Sonya Hurst
Christian Ministries, 2014
I spent my internship at Beaver Lake 
Camp as a craft teacher.  I anticipated 
working with the children each day 
in craft class, but some of my main 
highlights ended up being outside 
of my role as craft teacher.  Learning 
to work together as a staff team, par-
ticipating in chapel services each day, 
building relationships with campers, 
delivering pizza for evening cabin 
parties—these all combined to make 
my time at camp a rich experience. 
Beaver Lake Camp opened my eyes 
to the needs of First Nations children 
and to the joy of serving.

Jacob Peters
Christian Ministries, 2014
I interned with Allen Roth in New York 
City.  This experience was very forma-
tive for my wife and me as we prepare 
for urban ministry.  Allen has lived in 
NYC as a missionary for 26 years. We did 
a wide array of ministry work, including 
gospel tract distribution, discipleship 
meetings, Bible studies, neighborhood 
visitation, Muslim outreach, preaching 
in the subway, and daily prayer walks. I 
learned that it takes a very intentional 
lifestyle to take time to minister to 
people around you. I came away with 
a fresh understanding of this world’s 
need for God, and the importance of 
prayer and a close connection with 
Jesus to be fully equipped to minister 
at all times.

Instead, when she arrived, the camp 
was in immediate need of a cook.  The 
TAP student cooked.  The experience 
confirmed her interest in camp, and she 
is now preparing for a term of service at 
a similar camp.  

Not all internship experiences have 
been easy or enjoyable.  Interns are 
sometimes expected to do things 
they have had no experience doing.  
Sometimes by the end of their 
internship, they have been so busy and 
so much has been expected of them 
that they come back exhausted.  On 
occasion an intern has been bored for 
lack of things to do.  Others have said 
their internship has proven to be rich 
beyond their expectations. 

So what makes a good internship?  
Clearly, one size doesn’t fit all.  What 
one person finds invigorating, another 
can find overwhelming.  We find that 
internships tend to be most productive 
when the interns fill a needed role, 
when the responsibilities they are given 
match their skills and fit their personal 
vision, and when the interns make 
personal sacrifices with joy and humility.  
Obviously, there are many factors in 
internships that we cannot predict or 
control.  This is true of life  But we work 
hard to understand our students’ needs, 
vision, and skills and then guide them to 
explore places of service that will result 
in blessings flowing both ways.

If you send students to FB, pray that 
their internship will prove to be 
meaningful and shaping in good ways. 
If you are a school or ministry open to 
hosting an FB intern, you are welcome 
to contact us to discuss the possibility. 
Our prayer is that this part of the 
student experience will result in deeper 
character, wiser perspective, and richer 
service for the glory of God.

John Coblentz



shady maple banquet
may 30, 2014

Faith Builders is hosting a banquet at Shady Maple 
Smorgasbord May 30, 2014.  The evening will begin at 5:45 
with appetizers and dinner following at 6:15.  

You will be greeted by Faith Builders staff and students on 
arrival.  The  highlight of the evening is the Faith Builders 
Chorale, who will present a program of sacred music near 
the end of their week long tour.  Additionally, Steven 
Brubaker will give an update on the work of Faith Builders 
and several students will share their experiences.

college student seminar & retreat
july 4-6, 2014

This weekend event is designed to offer encouragement to 
college students through workshops on current challenges 
to the Christian worldview, opportunities for small group 
discussion and prayer, and informal interaction with others 
who have chosen college education.

The Seminar (Friday) is a one-day conference devoted 
to the development of a Christian mind.   The Retreat 
(Friday evening-Sunday afternoon) is a weekend for young 
people in college to engage peers and mentors with their 
questions and struggles.

summer term
july 30- august 1, 2014

Summer Term provides teachers with an opportunity 
for personal and academic growth.  Topics addressed in 
Summer Term courses help teachers manage the classroom, 
understand their students, establish a broad base of content 
to teach from, and develop personally.  Courses are designed 
to prepare and equip teachers in K-12 settings.

Registration

Course descriptions and registration are available online at www.
fbep.org/st or in hard copy by request from our office.

Register to attend

Call: (717) 354-1700 & leave a message.
Email: mweaver@shady-maple.com

Please indicate how many people are in your party.  If emailing, you should 
receive an email confirmation.  If not, please call.

Registration

Register online at www.fbep.org/cssr.  A hard copy of the 
registration form is available on request.

Algebra .......................................................................... Earl Koch
Music Fundamentals ........................................................ Lyle Stutzman
Principles of Teaching I ................................................... Patrick Heatwole
Children's Literature ....................................................... Sharon Yoder
Foundations of Education ............................................... Steven Brubaker
Listening to and Enjoying Good Music ............................ Brandon Mullet
World Geography ........................................................... Stephen Russell
Anabaptist History .................................................................. Stephen Russell
Calculus or Geometry ..................................................... Earl Koch
Child Development......................................................... Jonas Sauder
Teaching Music - Elementary ......................................... Crista Bontrager
Teaching Music - Secondary ........................................... Lyle Stutzman
Biology with Lab or Chemistry with Lab ......................... John Mark Kuhns
High-school Algebra ...................................................... Earl Koch
Mathematics for Elementary Teachers ............................... Crista Bontrager
Beginning Choral Conducting ........................................ Brandon Mullet
Integrated Studies .......................................................... Jonas Sauder
Music Theory I ................................................................ Lyle Stutzman
Choir .............................................................................. Lyle Stutzman
Joy of Mathematics ........................................................ Earl Koch
Menno Simons Seminar ................................................. Stephen Russell
The Life of the Teacher.................................................... Jonas Sauder
Growing into a Godly Woman ......................................... Marie Mullet

twenty three classes offered
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reach 2015
march 19 - 20, 2015

REACH serves to connect conservative Anabaptist 
ministries to each other and to the communities they 
represent.  This two day event is intended to encourage 
committed, long term service in God's Kingdom.  
Registration for REACH will open in the fall of 2014.

Thursday, March 19
Though all may benefit from attending, Thursday is 
focused on the needs of those already in ministry.  
Workshops topics include: Helping without Harming, 
Relating to your Constituency, Communicating your Values, 
and many more.

Friday, March 20
Friday's topics are more general in interest and may appeal 
to a broader audience.  Topics include: A Vision for Life, 
Thriving under Authority, and many more.

two year term
Classes begin august 25, 2014

Students in our two-year tracks learn, study, and grow in 
ways that prepare them for a lifetime of service.  Our three 
programs of study develop teachers, prepare students for 
ministry, or prepare students for further education.

Scholarships
We offer several scholarships to qualifying students.  These 
include several full scholarships awarded to students 
entering the TAP program, the Anja Miller Memorial 
Scholarship, and the FBTI Student Scholarship.  Visit www.
fbep.org/admissions/scholarships for more information.

The class of 2016
16 students are admitted to begin studies in the fall of 
2014.  We have room for 1 Christian Ministries and 3 
General Studies students.  TAP is full.

For more information

Admissions advisors are available to help you navigate the 
admissions process.  We invite you to visit www.fbep.org/
academics/semester to access our student application, 
scholarship application, and our fee schedule.  

teachers week
august 5- august 8, 2014

We invite teachers, teacher’s aides, secretaries, and principals 
to attend our annual Teachers Week.  Teachers Week offers 
inspiration, ideas, and hands-on experience to help teachers 
prepare for the next school year.  Four busy days feature 
inspiring general sessions, targeted workshops, practical 
work sessions, and networking with other teachers. 

Registration

The registration deadline is July 21, 2014.
Early registration ends June 30, 2014.
Attendance is limited.  Preference given to early registrants. 

Register online at www.fbep.org/tw or request 
a hard copy from our office.

Main Sessions
Helping Students Think About Their Thinking ................. Michael Overholt

Decisions and the Heart
Students and Decisions
Students and Sound Thinking
A Visit to Haiti’s Schools

Avoiding Spiritual Pitfalls and Maintaining Vitality ............. John Coblentz
Understanding the Demands
Understanding Myself
Maintaining Vitality
Persevering

Workshops
Creative Writing for the Busy Teacher ............................. Carol Burkholder
Habits of an Effective Teacher ............................................ Luke Bennetch
Gaining Confidence to Serve Children with Disabilities ........ Nevin & Karen Strite
Multi-grade Teaching: Keeping Students Busy.................... Rachel Miller
Teaching Difficult Grammar Concepts ................................ Jonas Sauder
Making Music Matter ....................................................... Kyle Lehman
A Call to Invitational Learning ........................................... Chester Weaver
Maneuvering Young Minds through Math Minefields ......... Matt Petersheim
An Introduction to Critical Thinking ................................... Michael Overholt

A complete listing of workshops and workshop descriptions are available at 
www.fbep.org/tw.

workshops and main sessions include

Issue 111 - Spring 2014 Page 678



Fbti administrator
Earlier this winter, we announced that Glendon Strickler would be joining the 
Faith Builders Administrative Team as the administrator of Faith Builders Training 
Institute (FBTI) in July 2015.  The Institute is one of three “faces” or functions of 
Faith Builders Educational Programs (FBEP).  The other two functions are Faith 
Builders Christian School and Faith Builders Resource Group.

 » Faith Builders Training Institute (FBTI) - Two-year tracks of study, Winter Term, 
Summer Term

 » Faith Builders Christian School (FBCS) - Grades 1-12
 » Faith Builders Resource Group - Teachers Week, REACH, Living History Threads, 

Colloquy, Publishing, and other events

The Faith Builders Administrative Team is composed of the administrator from 
each of the three functions as well as the operations administrator who is 
responsible for the grounds, building, and other physical aspects of the work.  
The Administrative Team is led by Steven Brubaker. He will continue in this role 
after Glendon joins the team.

Current Administrative Team

Faith Builders 
Educational Programs
Steven Brubaker

Faith Builders Chris-
tian School (FBCS)
Gerald Miller

Faith Builders Training 
Institute (FBTI)
Steven Brubaker

Faith Builders 
Resource Group
Steven Brubaker 

Operations 
Sheldon Kauffman

Projected 2015 Administrative Team

Faith Builders 
Educational Programs
Steven Brubaker

Faith Builders Chris-
tian School (FBCS)
Gerald Miller

Faith Builders Training 
Institute (FBTI)
 Glendon Strickler

Faith Builders
Resource Group
Steven Brubaker

Operations 
Sheldon Kauffman

service opportunities
Faith Builders depends on volunteer 
help.  We are looking for dedicated 
Christian workers willing to sacrifice 
a year of wages in exchange for a 
life-changing service experience.  

In addition to a unique and practical 
work environment, volunteers have 
opportunities to take classes and 
participate in mentoring.  Typical 
term length is one year.  We need to 
fill these openings this summer:

 » Kitchen Volunteers, 3 Ladies 
Starting August 2014

 » Domestics Volunteers, 2 Ladies 
Starting August 2014

 » IT Volunteer, 1 Man 
Starting June 2014

 » Maintenance Volunteer, 1 Man 
Starting June 2014

 » Bookstore Volunteer, 1 Man 
Starting August 2014

 » House Parents, 1 Couple 
Starting August 2014

Please let us know of anyone 
you would recommend for these 
positions, or request an application 
by contacting our office.

Call: (814) 789-4518 
Email: fbep@fbep.org 

2014 Chorale tour
May 25 - June 1, 2014

Sunday, May 25 (9:30 a.m.)
Faith Haven, Millersburg, OH 
Sunday, May 25 (7:00 p.m.)
Cuba Mennonite, Grabill, IN 
Monday, May 26 (7:30 p.m.)
Crystal View, Elmira, ON 
Tuesday, May 27 (7:00 p.m.)
Shady Grove, Mifflinburg, PA 
Wednesday, May 28 (7:00 p.m.)
Pike Mennonite, Mount Crawford, VA 
Thursday, May 29 (7:00 p.m.)
Tidings of Peace, York, PA 
Friday, May 30 (5:45 p.m.)
Shady Maple Smorgasbord, East Earl, PA 
Sunday, June 1 (9:00 a.m.)
Valley View, Lewistown, PA 
Sunday, June 1 (6:00 p.m.)
Faith Builders, Guys Mills, PA
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Births
 » Joel and Natalie (Good) Butikofer, 1st child 

and son, Caleb Andre, October 17, 2013
 » James and Janalyn (Stoltzfus), 2nd child 1st 

son, Wyatt James, November 13, 2013
 » William and Rebecca (Gingerich) Hoover, 

3rd child and son, Joshua William, 
November 19, 2013

 » Emmanuel & Phoebe King, 2nd child, 1st 
son, Asher Ronel, December 9, 2013

 » Matthew and Lacry Bontrager, 6th child, 3rd 
son, Andre Lynn, December 12, 2013

 » Anthony and Valerie Hurst, 7th child (one 
deceased) 4th daughter, Kristalyn Faith, 
January 24, 2014

 » Anthony & Julie Glick, 2nd child and 
daughter, Lucia Grace, March 1, 2014

 » Mel & Hosanna Stoltzfus, 2nd child and son, 
Lee Adam, March 23, 2014

engagement
 » Yvonne Lapp and Carl Shaum

Marriages
 » Daniel Yoder and Kathy Miller, November 

9, 2013
 » Mike Miller and Krista Peachy, August 31, 

2013
 » J Wendell Stoltzfus and Kaylene 

Bontrager, January 4, 2014

Volunteer appreciation day was March 27. 
Thanks, volunteers, for your service! 

NEWS FROM FAITH BUILDERS



Visit us on the web at www.fbep.org

Contact us
	 By Phone (814) 789-4518
	 By Fax (814) 789-3396
	 By E-mail fbep@fbep.org
	 By Mail 28527 Guys Mills Rd
   Guys Mills, PA 16327
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Faith Builders 
educational programs

28527 Guys Mills Road
Guys Mills, PA 16327

Address Service Requested

Discipling the head, heart, and hands

Students adding Spring-inspired decor 
to the hallway by the study rooms.

FBTI commencement ı may 23
We anticipate the graduation of 15 students from our two-year 
tracks of study.

summer term ı June 30 - August 1
Summer Term offers educators an opportunity for study and 
fellowship.  Register online at www.fbep.org/st.

College student seminar & Retreat ı July 4 - 6
College students are encouraged through workshops, small 
group discussion, and informal interaction.  Register online at 
www.fbep.org/cssr.

Teachers week ı August 5 - august 8
Teachers Week provides an opportunity for new and 
experienced teachers to learn and become more effective in 
the classroom.  Register online at www.fbep.org/tw.

fall semester begins ı August 25

faith builders newsletter

The Faith Builders newsletter is published quarterly 
and serves to inform, inspire, and equip its readers.  
Subscription is free upon request.

UPCOMING EVENTS & TERMS


