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$20,000 TAP Scholarship
Faith Builders is accepting 
applications for two $20,000 
scholarships to the two-year Teacher 
Apprenticing Program.  The full cost 
of tuition, room, and board for the 
TAP program is around $22,000.

Details and application at 
www.fbep.org/admissions/scholarships
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When we truly believe that God came among us, we are affirming a profound truth.
John Coblentz is a teacher and the campus pastor at Faith Builders.  In this article, John presents a brief historical review of the doctrine of the incarnation 
of Jesus Christ and then reflects on the significance of the belief that in Jesus, God was “manifest in the flesh.”

The Significance of The incarnaTion

Matthew is the Gospel writer who explains 
Jesus’ birth as fulfilling the prophecy 
in Isaiah that foretold a virgin would 
give birth to a son who would be called 
Immanuel—which, Matthew adds, means 
“God with us” (1:23).

This simple but profound reality—God 
with us—caused consternation to those 
who first encountered Jesus of Nazareth.  
Many people stumbled.  How could an 
obscure man from Galilee, of all places, 
with dubious origins claim to be the 
Son of God?  Even those who came to 
believe in Him did not always know how 
to explain the human-divine oneness 
in Jesus.  Over the first several centuries 
after the death and resurrection of Jesus, 
the doctrine of the Incarnation, probably 
more than any other doctrine, occupied 
church leaders.  People from different 
backgrounds brought their various 
understandings of gods and humans, of 
the spiritual and the material, to bear on 
their explanation of who Jesus of Nazareth 
really was and is.

Some focused on His divinity and could 
not quite believe that God could become 
human and still be holy and pure.  Greek 
influence especially pushed these people 
to regard material reality as flawed, even 
evil; consequently, some explained that 
God’s Son only appeared to have a body.  
He could not really have been flesh and 
blood.  The Apostle John addressed this 
heretical twist decisively:  “Every spirit 
that does not confess that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is not of God” (1 John 
4:3).  Denying the real humanity of Jesus 
cuts at crucial issues of faith which we will 
explore later.

Other people in those early centuries 
focused on the humanity of Jesus and 
could not bring themselves to believe 
that Jesus was eternal God.  All material 
life has a beginning, they argued.  Jesus 
had a conception and a birth.  God lived 
in Him, they could believe, but since He 
was human, He was surely somewhere 
beneath the one true God—a lesser being, 
the highest of creation, but still creation, 
not Creator.

Various councils were held as new 
thinkers, converted philosophers, and 
strong church leaders brought their 
understanding to bear upon the issue of 
God and man in one person.  The Apostles’ 
Creed had this to say about Jesus:

“I believe in God the Father… and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was 
conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day He arose 
again from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty, from whence He shall 
come to judge the living and the dead.” 

Notice that this creed focuses mostly on 
what Jesus did.  After a couple of centuries 
of theological tug of war, when the Arian 
heresy1 threatened to unravel the strong 
cord of orthodoxy, church leaders wove 
new wording into the Nicene Creed, in 
which they expanded considerably on 
who Jesus is:  

What does it mean to believe in the Incarnation? 

Years ago, I was waiting for some repairs to be done in a local shop, and I struck up 
a conversation with an elderly man about his faith.  “Are you a Christian?” I asked.  

“I believe in Immanuel,” he said.  “No one else.  Just Immanuel.”  

“Oh,” I said, “so you believe in Jesus?” 

“I believe in Immanuel,” he said, more resolutely than before.  “No one else.”

And try as might, I couldn’t get him past that statement of faith.  To this day I don’t 
know if that meant he did or didn’t believe in Jesus.



Open House
april 3-4, 2014 

You are invited to experience Faith 
Builders first-hand for one and a 
half days of classes and activities 
designed to give a feel for student 
life.  If you are considering study 
at Faith Builders, this will be an 
excellent way to understand more 
about our programs of study.
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I believe… in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of the Father before all worlds; God of 
God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God; begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom 
all things were made; who, for us men 
and for our salvation, came down from 
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man.”  [From there it continues much like 
the Apostles’ Creed.]

The Athanasian Creed, perhaps another 
two centuries later, expands even more.  It 
begins with the Trinity:

“We worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity 
in unity; neither confounding the persons, 
nor dividing the substance.  For there is 
one Person of the Father, another of the 
Son, and another of the Holy Spirit.  But 
the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit is all one, the glory 
equal, the majesty co-eternal.  Such as 
the Father is, such is the Son and such is 
the Holy Spirit—the Father uncreated, 
the Son uncreated, and the Holy Spirit 
uncreated; the Father incomprehensible, 
the Son incomprehensible, and the Holy 
Spirit incomprehensible; the Father 
eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy 
Spirit eternal.  And yet they are not 
three eternals, but one eternal.  As also 
there are not three uncreated nor three 
incomprehensible, but one uncreated 
and one incomprehensible….”  [The 
creed continues in this vein for some 
time, and then specifically addresses the 
Incarnation.]  

“For the right faith is that we believe and 
confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, is God and man—God of the 
substance of the Father, begotten before 
the worlds; and made of the substance 
of His mother, born in the world; perfect 

God and perfect man, of a reasonable 
soul and human flesh subsisting, equal 
to the Father as touching His Godhead, 
and inferior to the Father as touching His 
manhood.  Who, although He is God and 
man, yet He is not two, but one Christ; 
one, not by conversion of the Godhead 
into flesh, but by taking of the manhood 
into God; one altogether, not by the 
confusion of substance, but by unity of 
person.  For as the reasonable soul and 
flesh is one man, so God and man is one 
Christ; who suffered for our salvation…” 
[And here it continues with what Jesus 
did for us, using wording similar to the 
Apostles’ Creed].

Much of our present understanding of 
Jesus rests upon this hard work of early 
leaders, guarding the true understanding 
against false beliefs.  

And why, we may ask, is it so important to 
know and believe that in Jesus, God was 
“manifest in the flesh”?  Here are a number 
of reflections on this great mystery:

1.  The Incarnation demonstrates the love 
of God that “passes all understanding.”  
That God should love the world of 
humanity, not because we are so loveable, 
not because of anything we deserved, 
not because we asked Him or sought 
for Him, but because He is God and 
God is love, and that this love would 
move Him to become one of us—this 
is love beyond measure.  We can hardly 
calculate the cost of God’s commitment 
to come among us.  Writers and poets and 
musicians and artists have mused long 
and tried in countless ways to express the 
inexpressible love of God as revealed in 
Jesus of Nazareth.  As Jill Carattini states, 
“Standing over the precipices of the 
things that matter, nothing matters more 
than that there is a loving, forgiving, eager 
God who draws near [italics in original].”2

2.  The Incarnation demonstrates the 
humility of God.   Jesus the eternal Son 
laid aside glory, took on the limitations 
of humanity, and was born in obscurity, 
poverty, and hardship even by human 
standards.  The God who is omnipotent 
became a baby, completely dependent 
on others for His care.  The God who is 
omniscient and omnipresent took on the 
limitations of time and space, and had the 
experience of “growing in wisdom.”  The 
eternal glory, so overwhelming that no 
human can see it and live, took on the veil 
of flesh, a human form in which there was 
no outstanding beauty.  This “laying aside” 

way of thinking and living has become the 
pattern for us.  We are to have the “same 
mind,” to think and live in the same way.  
We do well to stare hard and meditate 
long at the scene of God’s infant Son laid 
in a feeding trough far from home.

3.  The Incarnation validates the material 
creation and human life in particular.  For 
God to take on “flesh and blood” and 
become like us, even calling us “brothers 
and sisters,” eating our food, blessing our 
children, and walking our roads, helps us 
to see that although the whole creation 
groans under the curse, still it was made 
by God and is not evil in itself.  We ought 
therefore to look at food and trees and 
animals and ecosystems and especially 
humans with a sense of awe.  All this was 
made by God!  He pronounced it good.  
Physicality and materiality is still sustained 
by the word of God.  Although a rogue 
system has arisen that is contrary to the 
righteousness of God—which we now 
refer to as “the world,”—the truth is that 
“This is my Father’s world!”  It belongs 
to Him.  The “god of this world” is an 
imposter.  And with all creation we look 
for redemption, wherein all things will be 
made new.

4.  The Incarnation marks the beginning 
of the redemption.  Jesus lived among us 
as the dawn of the new age.  The kingdom 
of God is “at hand,” He declared.  He came 
among us as the new Adam.  He taught 
us to live in the righteousness of the 
new order, although the world system 
is still operating by its dog-eat-dog and 
me-first habits of lust and pride.  Love, 
Jesus said, is to be our most outstanding 
characteristic.  Love for God.  Love for 
family.  Love for neighbors.  Love even 
for enemies.  Jesus touched the lepers.  
He fed the hungry.  He cared for the 
downtrodden.  He ate with sinners.  He 
worked tirelessly to do good, to show 
compassion, to alleviate suffering, to 
proclaim the good news of the kingdom 
of God.  And He calls those who believe 
in Him to follow in His steps.  We are to 
live even now in the ways of the restored 
system, though it may cost us our lives.

5.  The Incarnation assures us that God 
is present in all that we face.  To live in 
the ways of Jesus in this present system 
results in tension.  Although Jesus’ 
followers participate in His life, receive His 
Holy Spirit, and thus experience already 
the beginnings of the new order, we do 
so in a world not yet redeemed.  And 



administrators conference 
and retreat
January 30 - February 1, 2014

The 2014 Administrators Conference 
will be held at the Antiochian Village 
Conference and Retreat Center near 
Ligonier, PA. This retreat center offers 
walking trails, a bookstore, and other 
amenities. David Yoder (Dover, DE) 
and Steven Brubaker (Guys Mills, PA) 
will speak. David will present three 
addresses on the care that principals 
and administrators provide as they 
relate to their staff, students and 
parents, and their own families. 
Steven will lead a work session 
designed to develop educational 
leadership.

Apply online at www.fbep.org/acr

houseparents needed
Faith Builders is looking for house 
parents for this spring, February 17 
– May 23, and for next fall, August 
20 – May 22, 2015. House parents 
provide an older, married presence 
on campus. They interact with 
students and volunteers through 
friendships and informal discipleship 
opportunities. House parents also 
have the opportunity to be involved 
in service jobs and other activities 
on campus as they are able. House 
parents are preferably over 62, enjoy 
and do well with people, and have 
leadership experience.

Contact Brandon Mullet at 
brandonm@fbep.org or 
(814) 789-4518 ext. 118

two years of study at fb
fall semester begins august 25

Students at Faith Builders are 
equipped for the classroom, further 
education, or life-long ministry in 
our two-year programs of study.  The 
class of 2016 is forming now.

Read more at www.fbep.org/admissions
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consequently, we suffer.  We constantly 
face the tensions of living generously in a 
world given to greed, of meeting injustice 
with kindness, of helping people who 
take advantage of our help, of looking for 
ways to bless those who speak and act 
disrespectfully to us.  Early followers of 
Jesus took great comfort in knowing that 
Jesus, because He lived among us, fully 
understands these struggles and offers His 
presence and His grace to us.  The writer 
to the Hebrews says Jesus was “made like 
us” so that He could “become a merciful 
and faithful High Priest.”  He is “touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities” and 
“was in all points tempted like as we are,” 
and because of these human experiences, 
He “can have compassion on those who 
are ignorant and going astray.”  These 
realities about Jesus comfort our hearts 
and assure us that He is fully able to give 
us exactly what we need in our distresses 
and trials.  

Reflecting further on the Incarnation, 
Carattini says, “The Incarnation is the only 
story that touches every pain, every lost 
hope, every ounce of our guilt, every joy 
that ever matters. Where other creeds fail, 
Christmas, in essence, is about coming 
poor and weary, guilty and famished 
to the very scene in history where God 
reached down and touched the world 
by stepping into it… The great hope of 

the Incarnation is that God comes for us.  
God is aware and Christ is present, having 
come in flesh, and it changes everything 
[italics in original].”3

The Incarnation is truly a marvel.  Jesus 
was fully man, and Jesus was fully God.  So 
the elderly man who told me, “I believe 
in Immanuel” was making an amazing 
confession.  God is with us!  When we 
truly believe that God came among us, 
we are affirming profound truth.  With the 
Apostle Paul, we can exclaim, “Without 
controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness:  God was manifested in the 
flesh!” (1 Timothy 3.16).

John Coblentz

Endnotes
1Arius was an early church leader (250-
336) who taught that Jesus was a created 
entity, subordinate to God, and thus, 
unlike God, He had a beginning.  Arius’s 
views were rejected as heretical at the 
Council at Nicaea in 325 AD.
2Carattini, Jill, “Incarnate,” Ravi Zacharias 
International Ministries, Daily Readings, 
December 4, 2013.
3Ibid.

Births
 » Merlin & Amy (Gingerich) Troyer, 1st child 

and son, Kennedy Shante, May 5
 » Kevin and Holly King, 1st child and son, 

Elijah Kade, May 18
 » Gerald and Grace Eicher, 4th child, 2nd 

daughter, Karissa Denae, September 6
 » Paul and Thelma (Good) Hurst, 1st child 

and son, Tristin Lee born August 19, 2010; 
adopted April 24

 » Mark and Alana Yoder, 1st child and 
daughter, Tirzah Kate, October 3

 » Shane and Dorcas Iwashige, 2nd child and 
son, Carson Dale, August 24

 » Jeffrey and Rachel (Shank) Kanagy, 2nd 
child, 1st daughter, Heidi Annette, August 7

 » Lonnie and Shannon Kauffman, 1st child 
and son, Brock Davis, May 17

 » Josh and April Coblentz, 1st child and son, 
Jackson Eli, October 13

 » Kendall and Janelle Myers, 2nd daughter, 
3rd child, Karina Shalom, October 23

 » Matthew and Tamar Zehr, 2nd child 1st 
daughter, Tianna Charlotte, October 10

 » Javan and Melody Bender, 2nd child 1st 
daughter, Alyssa Brooke, June 28

 » Nathan and Ruthie Fisher, 4th child 2nd 
daughter, Liana Grace, August 29

 » Henry and Dorothy Miller, 2nd child 1st son, 
Landon Cole, September 11

 » Phil and Lisa (Hoover) Miller, 7th child, 6th 
daughter, Emma Elizabeth, October 31

 » Joe and Crystal Miller, 4th child, 2nd 
daughter, Lana Violet October 27

 » David and Joy (Ebersole) Musselman, 2nd 
child, 2nd son, Kendrick Dayne October 29

engagement
 » James Swartz and Kathryn Rohrer

Marriages
 » Daniel Fisher and Susan Lapp, April 12
 » Arlyn Kauffman and Sue Wagler, May 25

Deaths
 » Anja Miller, 18, vehicle accident.  Sister to 

John Miller, a 2013 graduate.
 » Clyde and Mary (Naomi) Lehman, 

parents of Melvin Lehman
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Contact us
	 By Phone (814) 789-4518
	 By Fax (814) 789-3396
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	 By Mail 28527 Guys Mills Rd
   Guys Mills, PA 16327

Faith Builders depends 
on the generous financial 
support of many people 
for its continuing ability 
to equip the next 
generation for service.  It 
is particularly encouraging 
when individuals, couples, 
families, and churches 
decide to make regular 
contributions to the work, 

regardless of the size of 
the contribution.  As we 
begin 2014, please consider 
joining the people who 
make monthly, quarterly, 
or annual pledges.  We 
accept pledge donations 
through direct debit, online 
payments, or checks.  

To respond, use the enclosed envelope
or email fbep@fbep.org

investing in the next generation
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winter term ı January 6 - February 7
Winter Term includes one to five weeks of study in Bible, 
Theology, Music, and Business.  

administrators conference & retreat ı january 30 - february 1
This weekend event helps school administrators build vision for 
their schools and become effective leaders.  More on p. 673.

spring semester begins ı february 18
The Spring Semester is a time of dedicated study, personal 
development, and applied practice.

Open house ı april 3-4
More on p. 672.

summer term ı July 30 - August 1
Summer Term offers educators an opportunity for study and 
fellowship.  The Summer Term brochure will be available soon.

College student seminar & retreat ı July 4 - 6

uPCOMiNg eveNTS & TerMS


