
Sharon Yoder came to Faith Builders in 1999 to teach elementary students and train teacher apprentices. In the 20 years since then, she 
invested generously in the school and local community, wrote a book for single women, and mentored dozens of young women. She 
returned to Indiana this summer to resume teaching grades 5 & 6. This article is based on a talk Sharon gave at REACH 2017. It reflects 
her goals and the way she lives. We are deeply indebted to Sharon for all the visible and invisible ways she has shared her life with us.

Discipling the head, heart, and hands Issue 133 Fall 2019

the world more beautiful
SERVING CHRIST IN SECRET PLACES

Occasionally, I pull from my bookshelf 
a delightful children’s book entitled 
Miss Rumphius, by Barbara Cooney. 
In this story, Grandfather mentors his 
granddaughter Alice by precept and 
example. Often Alice sits on his lap in 
his house by the sea while listening to 
his stories of faraway places. Other days 
she works beside Grandfather in his 
shop. One day Alice declares that she 
too plans to visit faraway places and 
live in a house by the sea. Grandfather 
wisely replies all that is very well, but 
she must do yet a third thing: she must 
make the world more beautiful. 

Alice grows up and becomes Miss 
Rumphius, the librarian. She buys a 
cottage by the sea and travels to many 
places. On one of her journeys, she 
injures her back. While recuperating, 
she remembers that she has not yet 
fulfilled her third goal. An idea comes 
to her as she takes walks during her 
recovery. She begins freely scattering, 
by the handfuls, lupine seeds wherever 
she walks up and down the pathways. 
First, people call her That Crazy Old 
Lady, but later as lupines dot the 
countryside, she becomes known as 
the Lupine Lady who made the world 
more beautiful.

This reminds me of another woman in 
the first century church who made the 
world more beautiful as she generously 
scattered hope and love. She lived in 
Joppa, along the Mediterranean coast 
below Caesarea. She worked among 

the widows and orphans of this fishing 
town, which frequently experienced 
the death clutches of a vicious sea 
that captured their loved ones. 
These destitute women and children 
depended on the charities of such 
people as Dorcas.

We know little about Dorcas’s 
background. We do not know how she 
became a clothing designer. We also do 
not know whether she was widowed 
or unmarried. Perhaps we can glean a 
few ideas about her life from the short 
passage found in Acts 9:36-42. Dorcas’s 
name means “gazelle.”  Her gentleness 
and compassion touched the lives 
of the poor as she generously sewed 
garments for them. Dorcas lived in 
community and for community.

Dorcas also was called a disciple. She 
had become a follower of Jesus. We do 
not know her educational background, 
but certainly, she was on a quest. 
Disciples ask questions and make 
personal applications while modeling 
their teacher.  As a disciple, Dorcas 
appropriated love, kindness, mercy, 
and compassion. Undoubtedly, she 
trained her mind to know Scripture 
and actively listened to the Holy Spirit’s 
promptings. Her domestic duties did 
not interfere with her spiritual growth 
and maturity. 

Thirdly, Dorcas’s reputable character 
describes her as “full of good works 
and acts of charity”(Acts 9:36 ESV). 

What a summary of a woman known 
for her lifestyle of sacrificial giving!  
The passage refers to her benevolent 
works, charitable and kind acts, not an 
occasional good deed here and there, 
but a way of life in constantly giving as 
needs arose. Undoubtedly, her work 
had little payback in monetary terms, 
for she surrounded herself with the 
poorest of the poor. 

A person’s dedication and sacrifice 
always touches other lives. One day 
Dorcas became ill and died. Whatever 
the cause of her death, it caused much 
grief. When Peter arrived, the weeping 
widows held out the garments she 
had made. Her love and kindness had 
deeply touched their lives. Peter saw 
the widows’ deep grief, not because 
Dorcas could no longer make clothes, 
but because they loved the woman 
who had sacrificed lavishly. 

God was merciful. The miracle 
of Dorcas’s resurrection became 
news of the day, which resulted in 
many believing on the Lord. Is her 
resurrection the point of the story? 
Hardly. There have been many faithful 
men and women who given their 
life for the service of the kingdom, 
and yet have not been resurrected in 
this world. Rather, her resurrection 
imparted hope because they believed 
in the Resurrected One who has made 
the world more beautiful. I believe that 
after Dorcas’s restoration, she went 
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as insignificant as silently picking up 
clutter from the floor, smiling at a clerk, 
or praying for someone in town. Dr. 
Egeler once said, “Quiet acts of honor 
make a difference.” I would like to 
add that they make the world more 
beautiful.

I think of two more examples of people 
who have lived sacrificially and thus 
changed their world. Gladys Aylward 
did not set out to become a famous 
missionary. No mission board accepted 
her, but that did not stop her burning 
desire to answer God’s call on her life. 
Gladys traveled alone to China while 
encountering many obstacles. She 
ministered to many Chinese people. 
During Japan’s attack on China, she 
fled across the mountain with more 
than a hundred orphans to bring them 
to safety. Exhausted after such a feat, 
she collapsed. The trip weakened 
Gladys’s health in general, and she died 
at the age of sixty-eight on foreign 
soil. Aylward’s legacy lives on in the 
name the Chinese chose for her as the 
“Virtuous One.” Her love and service 
brought hope and beauty to a war-torn 
country. 

Another woman that comes to mind 
is currently of our Anabaptist heritage. 
Gertie Troyer was born in 1949 in Plain 
City, Ohio. At age twenty-one, she 
went to live in Kenilworth, an area of 

right on being who she was–a woman 
of God, a disciple, a sacrificial servant 
with a needle in her hand.

Like Dorcas, we too have a calling on 
our lives that constitutes sacrifice. 
Many of us desire to know the calling, 
but we get edgy about the idea of 
sacrifice. Sacrifice costs. However, 
there is no other recourse for a Jesus- 
follower. Jesus clearly states the 
prerequisites for being His follower. 
Three things are required. We need to 
deny ourselves, take up the cross, and 
follow Him (Mark 8:34). The call rests 
not on what we want or do not want, 
nor on who we are or who we are not. 

Centering life on me negates sacrificial 
living and discipleship. Discipleship 
leaves no room for self-centered 
agendas. How vastly different were 
our world if seeds of love and humility 
were scattered wherever we went! 

In God’s kingdom, sacrificial living 
works most often in the back corners 
and alleyways of our world. The Holy 
Spirit issues the King’s commands 
for these places with quiet, insistent 
directives. How might that look?  
Perhaps a father takes his family fishing 
instead of going to the coffee shop. It 
might mean choosing to wash dishes 
during an event rather than serving 
up front in the food line. It could be 

Washington, D. C.  She heard the call 
for her life and joined a mission that 
reached out to people in the concrete 
jungle. When the mission closed its 
doors, Gertie chose to stay in the 
Kenilworth community. The baking 
business in her kitchen turned into a 
mission of its own. She has become a 
bridge builder of relationships in the 
city. This woman, now nearly reaching 
seven decades of her life, left the 
comforts of her Anabaptist community 
many years ago, but she brought the 
beautiful presence of Jesus with her to 
the city. 

Where sacrifices are made, love reigns. 
We might not be called to scatter 
seeds as the Lupine Lady did, nor 
hold a needle in our hand as Dorcas 
did, neither cross a mountain with 
orphans, nor use the kitchen as our 
ministry. However, Jesus calls all of us 
to deny ourselves, take up the cross, 
and follow Him.  If we choose sacrificial 
discipleship as His followers, we truly 
will make the world more beautiful. 

Sharon Yoder

apply for  
Winter Term!
January 6 - February 7, 2020

This five-week term offers courses 
with schedules to serve a variety of 
students. Courses run from two to 
five weeks, giving flexibility in your 
winter plans.

We welcome a range of ages 
and experience, such as young 
people seeking spiritual growth 
and seasoned pastors seeking 
refreshment and encouragement.

Winter Term courses are designed to 
deepen your faith and equip you to 
serve, whatever your season in life. 

 
For a full list of courses, instructors, 
and schedule: 
Visit   fbep.org/wt 
Email fbep@fbep.org 
Call    (814) 789-4518, ext. 220

co u rses i n clu d e:

Reading the Bible .............................................. Steven Brubaker

Early American Mennonite Thought .................. Edsel Burdge

Serving as Women ............................................ Barb Coblentz

Understanding Abuse ....................................... John Coblentz 

Music Theory I ................................................... Wendell Glick

Life & Leadership for Men ................................. Melvin Lehman

Church Matters .................................................. Gary Miller 

Beginning Choral Conducting ........................... Brandon Mullet

Public Speaking ................................................. Rick Rhodes

Church History: Early & Medieval ...................... Stephen Russell

Developing as a Servant .................................... Glendon Strickler

Teachers conference
October 11 -13
Register at fbep.org/tc.

Heart & Voice Men's choir 
     November 8 -10

Faith Mennonite Church, Wellesley, ON
Countryside Mennonite, Wallenstein, ON

FBTI Christmas concert  
december 8, 4:00 PM 

wINTER tERM
January 6 - February 7, 2020
Apply at fbep.org/wt.

administrators conference & retreat
january 30 - February 1, 2020
Registration opens mid-September at 
fbep.org/acr.

UPCOMING EVENTS & TERMS

experience FB for a day! 
November 22

Have you wondered what happens at 
FB? Come for a day to find out!

Guests can tour campus, meet students 
and instructors, and attend classes. 
They learn about the programs offered 
at FB, and hear our vision for serving 
the church.

Bring a friend, and spend the day with 
us! Meals and lodging are free.

register TO ATTEND

fbep.org/open-house
(814) 789-4518, ext. 220

thank you, Sharon, for 20 years of service at Faith builders! 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Almost every year, prospective 
students withdraw their applications 
for financial reasons. To help meet 
this need, we want to make more 
scholarship funds available for 
prospective students.

We hope to make $300,000 in 
scholarships available each year. This 
fund is an ideal opportunity for donors 
to give contributions of non-cash 
assets.

To discuss options for how you can 
contribute to the scholarship fund, 
contact:

Steven Brubaker, srb@fbep.org or 
Matthew Mast, matthewm@fbep.org. 
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welcome!
 » Twenty-four new students began their two-year studies in 

August. They joined 18 returning students. 

 » Six volunteers joined us to serve in maintenance, kitchen, 
bookstore, and housekeeping responsibilities. We wish them 
a year of rich blessings!

 » We welcome three new staff: Julene Bender as FBCS 
secretary, Marilyn Martin as Grades 5 & 6 teacher, and  
Jaran Miller as Resource Group Assistant.

farewell
 » The graduates of 2019 demonstrated commitment and 

grace. We bless their desire to build the Kingdom!

 » We are deeply grateful for the volunteers who served us 
generously during the last year. May God reward them!

 » We bless Emily Byler, FBCS secretary for four years, as she 
leaves to serve in Iraq.


