“Discipling the head, heart, and hands”
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ike the late evening hours, the months of November and December are good times for reflection. The
adrenaline of a new year is past, the hope of spring has resolved into a busy and fruitful fall. The end of
another year is in sight. As we reflect, the words of David call for consideration, “Unless the Lord builds
the house, they labor in vain that build it.” Is the Lord building Faith Builders? God’s past involvement is not a
guarantee of present blessing. Like any other venture, we are at risk of losing our way, taking our own paths, and
hijacking what God is doing. And it is here that your partnership with us is grace-enfleshed. So many of you have
participated in helping us understand and think about how Faith Builders can be a place under the direction and
blessing of God. I think of…
• Present and former students who have expressed both disappointments and blessing during this past year.
• The advisory council sharing hours of wisdom, direction, caution, and hope both when present and through
phone calls and emails.
• Numerous conversations with pastors and parents of students and their calls to work in tandem with home
and church.
• The expressions of concern and caution that have come from men and women who speak out of their love
for us and the work here.
• Our pastoral council and their generous investment of time and energy in listening to our questions, reflecting on concerns expressed, reviewing textbooks—and then speaking to us.
• So many of you, who by your pledges to pray or give, are sending a message of encouragement and blessing
that God uses to sustain the staff here.
• The host of people whose lives intersect with ours, your interest, your care, your love.
It has been a year of God’s grace. We are grateful.
This newsletter then is a testimony of God’s grace over the last year. We will try to give a picture of what has
happened, the challenges, the blessings, and especially the people.
As we turn our attention to the future, we face a number of challenges and ask for your continued support.
• The economic downturn is affecting us, but we are very grateful for how our support base has grown this
past year. Historically, FB has relied heavily on a handful of donors and we are trying to broaden that base.
We ask you to consider becoming a partner with us by committing to regular prayer and/or giving.
• Every organization must periodically review its purpose for existence. This winter our Board and staff are
making a review of our mission (what we do), our vision (why we do what we do), and our values (what we
will not compromise in our doing) a priority.
I will close with an invitation to join us for Winter Term. There are options for coming for as
little as one week or for all five. We can accommodate families (at least some) and have enjoyed the
presence of church leaders. The mix of younger and older students, church leaders, missionaries,
single and married makes this a fascinating time of study. We still have room.
— Steven Brubaker
Administrator

Annual Report
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Board & Councils____
Board
››
››
››
››
››
››
››
››
››
››

Wayne Martin, Wallenstein, ON
Reuben Yoder, Free Union, VA*
John Miller, Bourbon, IN
John Nisley, Meadville, PA
Richard Herr, Littlestown, PA
Sam Bontrager, Middlebury, IN
Roy Gingerich, Uniontown, OH
Dave Nisly, Manassas, VA
Amos  Kauffman, Lewisburg, PA*
Gary  Miller, Hutchinson, KS*
* not pictured

Advisory Council
››
››
››
››
››
››
››
››

Jonas Sauder, Lancaster, PA
Marvin Weaver, Blue Ball, PA
Earl Koch, New Hamburg, ON
Howard Lichty, Brunner, ON
Lamar High, East Earl, PA
Norman Yoder, Gladys, VA
Gordon Goertzen, Canby, OR
Ben Stoltzfus, Morgantown, PA

Pastoral Council
››
››
››
››
››
››

Ernest Hochstetler, Abbeville, SC
Roy Longenecker, Mifflinburg, PA
Glenn Yoder, Middlebury, IN
Charles Heatwole, Bridgewater, VA
Ron Shantz, St. Clements, ON
Wayne Schrock, Catlett, VA*
* not pictured

››
››
››
››
››
››

Mel Zook, Elverson, PA*
Paul A. Miller, Millersburg, OH
Nathan Good, South Boston, VA*
Eddie Kline, Millersburg, OH
Nate Kauffman, Bird in Hand, PA
Steve Burkholder, Nappanee, IN*
* not pictured

Renovation Committee
››
››
››
››
››
››
››
››

Marvin Weaver, Advisory Council
Ryan Lehman, Guys Mills, PA
Lamar High, East Earl, PA
William Miller, Orange, VA
Melvin Lehman, Staff
Wayne Martin, Board
Sam Bontrager, Board
Sheldon Kauffman, Staff
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Class of 2009
Faith Builders Training Institute____________
›› Nineteen students graduated in May (10
in TAP; 9 in MAP), our largest graduating
class ever.
›› FBTI Scholarships – Thanks to the generosity of many donors, some scholarships
are awarded annually to students who are
attending FBTI. In 2009-2010 twenty-one
students were awarded a total of $49,914.
›› Our current class—35 students, with 15
women and 21 men
›› 19 TAP, 16 MAP
›› 18 second-year students
•• Jean Coblentz, Guys Mills, PA
•• Josh Coblentz, Guys Mills, PA
•• John Goertzen, Canby, OR
•• Lanita Hess, Drumore, PA
•• Davin Martin, Ephrata, PA
•• Lisa Martin, New Holland, PA
•• Joanne Meyers, Hummelstown, PA
•• Christopher Miller, Millersburg, OH
•• Jordan Miller, Hicksville, OH
•• Joshua Nisley, Meadville, PA
•• Lynell Nolt, New Holland, PA
•• Karen Peachey, Allensville, PA
•• Diane Petroski, Parma, OH
•• Rebekah Rolan, Mesopotamia, OH
•• Twila Stoner, Landisville, PA
•• Dwight Yoder, Salisbury, PA
•• Esther Yoder, CO. Waterford,
•• Gideon Yutzy, Sarcoxie, MO

›› 17 first-year students
•• Sara Breneman, Manheim, PA
•• Kyle Brubaker, Guys Mills, PA
•• Emily Eby, Deer Park, WA
•• Anthony Glick, Gap, PA
•• Carita Keim, Millersburg, OH
•• Kendall Lapp, Gordonville, PA
•• Erikson Lehman, Guys Mills, PA
•• Mark & Mary Miller, Cleburne, TX
•• Virgil Nisly, Oswego, KS
•• Orion & Lynnelle Shirk, Philadelphia,
PA
•• Chadwin Stoltzfus, Oxford, PA
•• Jessica Stoltzfus, Honey Brook, PA
•• Kyle & Marlene Stoltzfus, Denver, PA
•• Kerwin Yoder, Salisbury, PA
•• Lori Yoder, Salisbury, PA
•• Mike & Kathleen Yoder, Cleburne, TX
•• Darin & Shirleen Yoder, Gladys, VA
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Teacher Apprenticing

›› Teacher Apprenticing students begin the
academic year with four weeks of immersion in the Christian school (FBCS).  They
observe and participate in planning for the
first day of school, the back-to-school rally,
the parent-teacher supper and orientation,
and start of classes.  They also teach for five
hours.  Second-year students concentrate
on lesson preparation and teaching (25
hours).
›› During these four weeks, FBCS teachers,
some FBTI teachers, and the studentteachers meet each afternoon to reflect on
the day, what is going well, where changes
can be made.

Ministry Apprenticing

›› During apprenticing term (Aug/Sept) –
MAP students take a ministry tour, which
alternately focuses on city ministry one
year and prison ministry the next year.  
This fall they went to South Carolina
for prison ministry, after which they will
visited a number of other ministries, such
as JAARS, Faith Mission Home, and Sixth
Street Mission in Philadelphia.
›› During the semesters – MAP students
take several apprenticing modules.  These
modules include:
•• Teaching SS (men, women, children—
each a separate module)
•• Practical Church Ministry (greeting,
ushering, bulletins, leading share time)
•• Leading Worship
•• One-on-one Discipleship
•• Small-Group Leadership
•• Event Planning
•• Evangelism

Choir Tour May 23-31, 2009

›› We left Saturday afternoon, May 22.
›› Programs were generally well-attended and
the audience response was positive.
›› Programs were given at the following
locations:
•• Bradford Mennonite Church, Bradford, PA
•• Crystal Valley Mennonite Church,
Dundee, NY
•• Faith Mennonite Church, Kitchener,
ON
•• Traverse Bay Mennonite Church, MI
•• Bethany Fellowship, Kokomo, IN
•• Fairhaven Amish Mennonite Church,
Goshen, IN
•• Calvary Chapel, Sturgis, MI
•• Maranatha Fellowship, Millersburg,
OH
•• Hartville Conservative Mennonite
Church, Hartville, OH
•• Faith Builders Educational Programs,
Guys Mills, PA

Winter Term

›› Attendance:   88
students taking classes over the five weeks
(9 married couples,
31 men, 39 women),
52 students full-time
students
›› Students came
from Kansas, Missouri, South Carolina, Oklahoma, Indiana, Oregon, New
York, Ohio, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania,
Ontario, and Ireland.
›› Guest Instructors—Tim Miller (VA) “First
Corinthians.”  Allen Roth (NY) “Church
Growth & Evangelism” and “Church
Planting & Growth.”
›› “Being a student these weeks has been a
positive experience in so many ways. I've
enjoyed the challenge of the assignments.
Listening to lectures is like being fed and
watered in a spiritual greenhouse. Beyond
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academics, I've enjoyed interacting with
staff and students. This term has also given
me opportunities to be introspective and
meet God in new, important ways. It has
been life-changing not to be handed the
answers I was looking for, but instead to
be shown Christ.”
›› “We came for Winter Term because we
wanted this time for our family. It’s been
very good for us.”

Summer Term

›› This summer, we had a total of 56 students
taking classes.  There were 5 couples, 29
single women, and 22 single men.
›› Anna Zehr joined the Summer Term
teaching staff.
›› Guest Instructors: Patrick Heatwole (SC),
Jonas Sauder (PA), Earl Koch (ON), Hannah Scott (PA), Wendell Glick (ON),
Janelle Glick (ON).
›› “Foundations of Education was the most
meaningful [class] to me.  It caused me to
consider why I am teaching.  It gave me a
purpose to teach, a common goal between
all subjects.   I felt like it cultivated my
mind, my thinking, and changed my heart
about school.”

Teachers Week – August 2009

›› Purpose: To partner with Mennonite
schools to equip and inspire teachers
through workshops, talks, and interaction
with experienced educators.
›› Attendance: 244 registered (includes 22
speakers)
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›› John Coblentz spoke on relationships in
daily main sessions.
›› In addition to FB staff, guest instructors included Howard Bean, Ed Brunet, Wendell
Glick, Anthony Hurst, Arlyn Kauffman,
Becky Sue Kreider, Glenda Miller, Joshua
Porter, Titania Porter, Jeremy Sauder, Jonas Sauder, Andrew Schmucker, Hannah
Scott, Linford Weaver, Betty Yoder

Faith Builders
Christian School___
›› School theme: How Shall We Live? Ask
in faith, Seek for truth, Knock with persistence
›› Theme Verse: “Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you” (Matt 7:7).
›› Enrollment
•• Elementary – 52
•• Secondary – 46
›› Tuition: $2,050 per student
›› Highlights: October 28:  World Awareness
Day – Allen Petre spoke to the students
about life and
missions in New
York City.   Students spent time
doing community
service projects
such as washing
and waxing fire
trucks, raking leaves, and cleaning vehicles.
›› Pork Roast Supper fundraiser:   Gross
income of $5,820.10 and net income of
$4,449.09.  Served 650 people.

Esther Bean,
Resource Group
volunteer

Crista Bontrager,
FBCS teacher

Irene Bontrager,
academic counselor

Johann Butikofer,
maintenance volunteer

Steven and Cynthia Brubaker (Kyle, Desirée,
Antoine, Travis, Courtney), administrator

Amy Gingerich,
domestics volunteer

John and Barbara Coblentz (Jean, Josh,
Andi, Ted), campus pastor

Beatrice King,
kitchen supervisor

Merle and Amy Herr (Maribeth, Sierra, Taylor,
Kara), scholarship coordinator

John Mark Kuhns,
FBCS teacher

Karleen Kuhns,
receptionist volunteer

Sheldon and Joann Kauffman (Annie, Sara,
Christian, Katy), operations administrator

Melvin and Shelia Lehman (Kyle,
Erikson, Jordan), instructor.

Sharp knives slice
corn from cobs on
corn day in August.
This year we processed over 400
quarts of corn.
Mentoring includes a
unique combination
of camaraderie and
solitude.The volunteer ladies took part
in mentoring along
with female students at the Castle
in Franklin.

Matthew and Larisa Mast (Karlin),
CLR store manager.
Not pictured: Geryll and Carla Zehr
(Tristan), mentor

Gerald and Cathy Miller (Brendan, Kara, Tyler,
André, Alex), FBCS administrator

Yvonne Lapp,
FBCS secretary

Vivian Mast,
dean of women

Tim and Lisa Miller,
houseparent volunteers

Rose Mary Nisly,
domestics volunteer

Brandon and Marie Mullet (Patrick, Kipp, Stuart,
Christopher), personnel administrator

Amos and Shaunda Stoltzfus (Angeline,
Nicholas, Joshua), FBCS teacher

Stephen Russell,
instructor

Carl Shaum,
maintenance volunteer

Craig and Brenda Wenger,
tech support

Ryan and Shari Zook (Aarick,
Regan), administrative assistant

April Stoltzfus,
kitchen volunteer

Carol Strubhar,
kitchen volunteer

Dennis Yoder,
business office

Hosanna Yoder,
kitchen volunteer

Sharon Yoder,
FBCS teacher

Anna Zehr,
FBCS teacher
Guest speaker
James Landis narrates American history from the perspective of a Lenape
Indian. James also
discussed the process of writing a
book and early development of the vision that launched
Faith Builders.
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Weekend Events_ _____
March Workshop 2009

›› Theme “Becoming One: Marriages that
Thrive”
›› There were six sessions by John Coblentz.
›› Forty-eight couples attended this seminar,
coming from PA, VA, OH, NY, MO, IN,
AR, MD, DE, and Ontario.
›› The seminar is now available in DVD.

College Student Seminar & Retreat

›› July 2-5, 2009
›› This annual event is offered to encourage
Mennonites who are attending college.
›› Capacity: 42 students
›› The Seminar on Friday is an intense day
of workshops and lectures, focused on
academic and intellectual challenges faced
by Christians in college.  This year, Patrick
Heatwole had three main sessions focused
on the challenges Anabaptist students
faced in the university.
›› Friday evening through Sunday noon is
the retreat.   Dave Nisly (Manassas, VA)
was the guest speaker.  He shared from his
personal experiences in university and his
vision as a pastor.  

Teachers Conference

›› October 16-18, 2009
›› Theme: Preparing 21st-Century Students
›› Melvin Lehman presents four keynote addresses on the theme.
›› Attendance: 90 teachers

Heart & Voice

›› November 7-8, 2009
›› A weekend of men’s singing
›› Thirty-six men gathered for several days of
singing and recording in the Harrisonburg,
Virginia, area.
›› This is the tenth year for this event.
›› The recording should be available in 2010.
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Christian Learning
Resource__________
›› Our bookstore and wholesale division
›› Total sales for 2008-2009 fiscal year:
$87,500
›› FB-published or owned product sales:
$26,000  

Living History Project
›› F B R e s o u r c e
Group is developing an alternative
history curriculum for grades 1-4
that emphasizes
literature, reading-aloud, church
and Mennonite
history, maps, and
timelines.
›› Primary writers: Esther Bean (Grades 3 &
4), Crista Bontrager (Grades 1 & 2)
›› We are piloting 2nd- and 4th-grade levels
this school year in seven schools.
›› We are conducting a second round of piloting 1st- and 3rd-grade levels in  two schools.

Support Services______
Kitchen

›› Our kitchen served
over 60,000 meals
this last year.
›› During Teachers
Week, over 300
people were served
for many of the
meals.

Maintenance and Renovation

This year we…
›› Completed the new student center / bookstore / laundry and began use in January.
›› Added another trailer site to Northwoods
Court for staff lodging.

›› Installed four split-system air conditioner
units in the East Wing study and library
areas.
›› Planted 50 ornamental and shade trees
around the grounds this spring with the
help of a volunteer crew from Ontario.
Our plans for the next year include…
›› Begin work on a multi-phase paving project by installing sidewalks, drainage and a
retaining wall ($8,000).
›› Install fire alarm system ($42,000).

Lodging & Domestics

›› In addition to hosting over 40 students
and staff year-round, our domestics create spaces for additional students during
our summer and winter terms and special
events.
›› We have several rooms available for our
many guests; call ahead to reserve a room.  
We enjoy visitors.
›› Our 95,000-square-foot facility gives our
domestics volunteers plenty of work cleaning and organizing.

Scholarship Services

›› Faith Builders operates a scholarship organization that serves private schools in
Pennsylvania by providing a conduit for
PA businesses to donate to schools and
receive tax credits.
›› In the 2008-2009 school year, PA businesses donated $1,579,316 through our
scholarship program.
›› This compares with $613,325 during the
previous year.
›› These donations were distributed to 1,037
students with an average student award
of $871.
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Prayer Partners

Volunteers

Financial Partners

Faith Builders Educational Programs, Inc.
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News from Faith Builders
Announcements

»» FBTI is planning to offer scholarships for the 2010-2011 school year.  At this time the total amount
available for scholarships is not available but should be over $30,000.   Students who are planning to participate in either the Teacher Apprenticing or Ministry Apprenticing Programs during
that year and who wish to apply for a scholarship should do so as soon as possible.  Applications
are available on our website or from the FB main office.  The first deadline for applications is
January 1, with award announcements by January 10.  The next deadline is April 20, with award
announcements by April 30.

Engagements

»» Diana Riehl & Jeremy Sauder, September.
»» Marla Stoltzfus & Mark Kurtz, September.

Weddings

»» Marlene Wenger & Martin Schmucker, Oct. 10.
»» Melody Schrock & Javan Bender, Oct. 10.

Births

»»
»»
»»
»»
»»

Myron & Sarah Sauder, Kathryn Hope, 3rd child, 1st daughter, Aug. 18.
Barry & Christa (Wadel)Thrush, David Carlton, 4th child, 1st son, Oct. 4.
Myron & Rosina (Mast) Miller, Danae Elise, 2nd child & daughter, Oct. 15.
David & Grace Strubhar, Abigail Hope, 4th child, 3rd daughter, Oct. 17.
Matthew & Daria Peachey, Sara Edna, 4th child, 2nd daughter, Oct. 25.

Opportunities for service

We have need for volunteers in the following positions:
»» House parents - August 2010.
»» Domestic volunteers (2) - July/August 2010.
We also need a high-school teacher for the 2010-2011 school year.

Other news at Faith Builders

»» James Landis, author of the Conquest Series, came to speak to students in both Faith Builders
Christian School and Training Institute about history, the Lenape or Delaware Indians (the
subject of his Conquest Series), and the art of writing.
»» On October 24, 2009, a memorial celebration was held at Faith Builders in tribute to the Personal
Care Home. Caring for 54 residents between 1994 and 2007 were 70 staff on roster from many
different states and Canada. A framed portrait was commissioned for the event and unveiled
during the program, a beautiful framed picture of two sets of hands.
»» In November Steven and Cynthia Brubaker and Gerald Miller spent several days in Ontario talking with businessmen, board members and teachers about education. We appreciated the work of
the local SHARE Team to organize the event. Ontario SHARE Team organizers include Howard
Lichty, Earl Koch, Wayne Martin, Rodney Lebold, and Matt Zehr.
»» We added several brothers to our advisory groups, as follows: Wayne Schrock (Catlett, VA) joined
the Pastoral Council, while Steven Burkholder (Nappanee, IN) and Clifford Schrock (Harrisonville,
PA) joined the Advisory Council. Amos Kauffman (Lewisburg, PA) and Gary Miller (Hutchinson,
KS) have agreed to serve on the FB Board of Directors.
»» Faith Builders welcomed representatives from 11 different conservative
Anabaptist missions to a one-day conference on Nov 16. Discussion
focused on ways for conservative Anabaptist missions to network,
support, and share in the work of the Kingdom.
»» We are replacing our gym sound system with a new amplifier and
speakers. The gym is regularly used for singing programs as well as
events like our annual colloquy and Teachers Week.

Faith Builders
Educational Programs
28500 Guys Mills Road
Guys Mills, PA 16327

Address Service Requested

“Discipling the head, heart, and hands”
Winter Term Jan 4 - Feb 5, 2010

»» We still have openings for additional students! See our class list on
page 556, or visit our website for more information.
»» Apply online or request an application from our office.

Conservative Anabaptism and the Arts Jan 30, 2010

»» See information about this event on page 562.
»» Please register for this event by calling our office.

Administrators Conference / Retreat March 26-28, 2010

»» Check out the program for this event on page 562.
»» We are accepting registrations online for this event.

College Student Weekend July 2-4, 2010

»» Apply now to attend this popular weeekend for college students.

Teachers Week Aug 3-6, 2010

»» Plan now to attend; registration will be available soon.

Contact us...
 By Phone
 By Fax
 By E-mail
 By Mail
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814-789-4518
814-789-3396
fbep@fbep.org
28500 Guys Mills Rd
Guys Mills, PA 16327
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