“Discipling the head, heart, and hands”
This excerpt is from a forthcoming book by John
Coblentz on the subject of learning to know God.

As a young Christian,
I had my share of struggles. Sometimes it felt like
I had much more than my
share. Mine were mostly rooted in

fear—an unhealthy preoccupation with
guilt and damnation. I wondered if I was
saved. I was afraid if I transgressed in the
slightest degree from pure righteousness and
died in that terrible state, I would not make
it to heaven. I regularly confessed my sins.
Double. Triple. I confessed if I said something
that was slightly untrue or felt something that
was slightly carnal, which to my tortured
conscience turned out to be most of the time.
I confessed that my confessions were not
perfect. If I managed to do something right,
I usually could find some motivation that was
not. And I confessed yet again. In short, during much of my early Christian experience, I
lived with the nagging fear that I wasn’t right
with God. And sometimes that nagging fear
exploded into terror—such as when a visiting
minister held a series of revival meetings and
especially when he called for the invitation
hymn, “Just As I Am.”
Times are changing. The pulpit-pounding,
hellfire sermons of the past have largely been
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“Christianity works for everyone
else, but not for me.”
“Why can’t I feel God close?”
I remember talking to a student who was
bogged down to despair in these questions and
feelings. She grew up in a Christian home,
sheltered from much of the sin around her.
She had no traumatic abuse from her past that
had damaged her emotionally. But God just
didn’t seem real to her. “Am I to pretend?” she
asked. “Is Christianity just a mind game that
I am to play along with?”

"...[O]ur lives were running on empty and
in our hearts there was a deep yearning."
replaced with soothing, “God loves you in
your pain” fireside chats. But still I hear many
young Christians struggling.
“I just can’t believe that God would love
me.”

Fall 2009

Many of us who grew up in Christian
homes remember giving our hearts to God at
a young age. It felt good. Fear and guilt were
replaced with happiness and that feeling of
deep inner cleansing. All was good for a time.

Coblentz

We were advised to read our Bibles and pray
daily if we wanted to grow and please God.
Many of us did. But after a time the good feelings evaporated. Growing up didn’t seem to
help. Insecurity, disagreements with parents,
pressures from peers, temptations, boyfriends,
girlfriends, and acne got more attention than
Bible reading. Prayer didn’t help much. The
God who parted the seas and raised the dead
didn’t seem to care about the embarrassment
of a bad complexion.
We were given good advice for how to live.
So we went to the right places and avoided
the wrong places. We said the right words
and didn’t say the bad words. We wore the
right clothes. We didn’t steal or lie or cheat.
We didn’t smoke or drink or look at porn.
Mostly. We went to church and were taught
that all other denominations are worldly and
unsound. We were busy enough that we didn’t
really have time to realize that our lives were
running on empty and in our hearts there was
a deep yearning.
* * *
Eventually we meet people in whose heart
a fire glows. They know God. They love Jesus
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with a passion. And then we too want that life!
But we have no clue how to get it.
We live in a world that is not God-friendly.
The world system is not tuned to Him nor
interested in tuning in. The pace of life and
the values consistently held before us through
advertising do not move us toward God. Instead, they create fog, dull spiritual appetites,
feed other desires, and create delusions.
In the book Growing Your Soul, Neil Wiseman identifies six conditions in Western society that increase our “hunger for the holy.” His
list includes: 1) Moral erosion—a decreasing
clarity about right and wrong. 2) High-tech

confusion—our absorption with new gadgets
that flash and bleep and otherwise stimulate
our senses. 3) Good life seductions—the
obsession in the West to have comfort at
our fingertips. 4) Ceaseless motion—always
something going, always in a rush. 5) Shallow
religion—quick, tasty, and on the run. 6) An
unsatisfied self—empty lives and undernourished hearts.1 These conditions, says Wiseman, make us emptier and hungrier.
On the one hand, I agree with Wiseman.
Wiseman, Neil. Growing Your Soul, (Fleming
H. Revell, Grand Rapids, 1996), pp.14-25.

1

But on the other, it seems to me that these
same things could be seen as hindrances to
hunger for God. It is true that these conditions make our hearts emptier. But it is also
true that they drug the soul to slumber. They
soothe the feelings and dull the mind. They
keep us from asking hard questions, from doing things meaningful, and from discovering
and believing in God. Although they starve
the spirit (and thus increase hunger) they
gratify the hunger pains with tasty placebos
and give the illusion that this is the good life.
Selfishness feels good even though it isn’t
JOURNEY continued on page 552

Teachers Conference | October 16-18, 2009

Preparing 21st-Century Students
to be held at
Faith Builders Educational Programs
Keynote Speaker: Melvin Lehman
Melvin Lehman will present four keynote addresses on the theme “Preparing 21st-Century Students.” Staff and
workshop leaders will include Steven
Brubaker, Patrick Heatwole, Gerald
Miller, and teachers from Faith Builders
Christian School. In addition to the
keynote addresses, the weekend will
include workshop sessions, focused
times of small-group interaction, and
recreation. The weekend will be limited to 100 participants. Some on-site
lodging will be available, but most attendees will need to lodge away from
Faith Builders.
Registration is required for this conference. The registration form is
available from the office or online at
www.fbep.org. A $25 registration fee
should accompany the registration. A
freewill offering will be taken at the
conference to cover additional expenses.

Friday, October 16 - note the change in date from previous publications.
6:00 pm
Arrival, registration, and fellowship
7:00
Understanding the Post-Modern Child: Melvin Lehman
8:00
Discussion groups
8:45
Refreshments and fellowship
Saturday, October 17
7:30 am
Coffee Shop in Student Lounge
9:00
Classroom Management for the 21st Century
10:00
Discussion groups
10:30
Brunch
12:00
Workshop Session #1 (Workshops will include “Going Beyond
the History Textbook” and “Developing Mission-Minded Students”, as well as sessions on writing, multiple intelligences/
learning disabilities, and others.)
1:00
Workshop Session #2
2:00
Free Time
4:00
Responding to the Communication Revolution: Melvin Lehman
5:00
Discussion Groups
5:30
Supper
7:00
Recreation
Sunday, October 18
8:30
Continental Breakfast
10:00
Worship
10:30
The Authority of the Scriptures: Melvin Lehman
12:00
Lunch
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Winter Term | Jan 4 - Feb 5, 2010
Join us for a time of study, fellowship, and growing toward God. Our

Winter Term offers flexible study opportunities from one to five weeks in length. The
term is specifically designed to address the needs of students not traditionally served by
conservative Mennonite Bible schools, including both older students and church leaders.
The typical course load is 6-8 semester hours. Some courses run the entire five weeks while
others may run for as little as one week.

Term Calendar
Week 1: January 4-8
Week 2: January 11-15
Week 3: January 18-22
Week 4: January 25-29
Week 5: February 1-5

Term Information

Tuition discounts are available for ministry workers,
ministers, and recent volunteers.
Campus lodging is available for single men, single women
and families. Rates are published on the application.
Contact us for an application with the complete class
schedule and course descriptions, or download it from
www.fbep.org.

Winter Term 2010

Classes offered during Winter Term 2010
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Anabaptism as Worldview (1)................................Steven Brubaker
Choral Conducting (1).......................................... Brandon Mullet
Class Voice (1)....................................................... Brandon Mullet
Ensemble (1).......................................................... Brandon Mullet
Ephesians (1)..........................................................John D. Martin
Growing into a Godly Woman (1).............................Marie Mullet
Pastoral Epistles (1)............................................Sheldon Kauffman
Interpersonal Relationships (3).................................John Coblentz
Introduction to Ministry (1).....................................John Coblentz
Kingdom of God (1)............................................. Melvin Lehman
Leadership & Life for Men (3).............................. Melvin Lehman
Marriage and Mothering (1).......................................Marie Mullet
Minor Prophets (1)................................................ Melvin Lehman
Modern Church History (3)...................................Stephen Russell
Music and the Church (1)..................................... Brandon Mullet
Music History and Appreciation (1)...................... Brandon Mullet
Pastoral Care (1).......................................................John Coblentz
Reading the Bible (2).............................................Steven Brubaker
Revelation (1).......................................................... James Goering
Spiritual Formation & Disciplines (2).......................Stephen Byler
Systematic Theology (3).........................................Stephen Russell
The Sermon on the Mount (2)..................................Stephen Byler
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good for us.
Many well-meaning Christians attempt to address our fears and doubts
as well as our spiritual emptiness with
encouraging thoughts about ourselves.
“You are valuable,” they tell us. “You are
unique. You are special to God.” These
thoughts are not necessarily wrong—Jesus told His disciples they were worth
more than many sparrows—but they
don’t address the root issue.
I believe our unhappy fears and doubts
are rooted far more in misconceptions
about God than they are in misconceptions about ourselves or our worth. Solid
answers then must be found in “right
thoughts about God,” as A. W. Tozer
put it, or perhaps more accurately in real
acquaintance with God.
It was Tozer who set me on the right
path many years ago. His book The
Knowledge of the Holy led my heart to
wonder and worship in ways I had never
known. But over the years as I have interacted with fellow believers, I’ve come
to realize a number of crucial things.
First, each one’s journey is personal. I

cannot take steps for anyone else, much
as I might wish to at times. And second,
I cannot map my experience onto someone else. I’ve often recommended Tozer’s
book to others, and sometimes wondered
why it didn’t “work” for them.
The reality, of course, is that God is not
confined to a book. The way to Him is
not through a formula. Even reading the
Bible is not a guarantee to knowing Him.
We may read three chapters a day in our
“devotions” (or follow any other formula)
and still have a veil over our hearts.
God Is.
The most fundamental reality is God.
Everything else derives from Him—came
from Him and would not exist were it
not for Him. And we must start our
journey with the reality of God. “Without faith,” said the writer to the Hebrews
many centuries ago, “it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him”
(Hebrews 11.6).
The first step to God is a step of faith.
We must believe that HE IS.

In the skeptical atmosphere of a
science-cultured society, faith is often
scoffed. To place one’s life on the line of
faith is considered foolish. But consider.
Is it any less risky to place one’s life on the
line of unbelief? Is it wiser to assume that
God isn’t and hang one’s whole life and
destiny on that unbelief than to assume
that God is and hang one’s whole life
and destiny on that faith? If we demand
absolute certainty, we don’t have it with
unbelief in God any more than we have
it with faith in God. Actually, we must
ignore huge evidence if we decide not to
believe in God.
So we must start with faith in order
to know Him.
Of course, your faith in God does not
make Him real. Nor does your unbelief
in Him diminish who He is in the least
iota. The reality of God does not depend
on your faith or your unbelief, your ideas
or your feelings, your moods or your attitudes, your praises or your complaints.
You cannot make Him more or less real
or change who He is by any response on
your part. God is.

Winter Colloquy | January 30, 2010

Conservative Anabaptism and the Arts

Faith Builders Resource Group is planning a one-day
colloquy focused on Anabaptists and the arts, to be held
at Faith Builders Educational Programs in Guys Mills,
PA. This colloquy, or conversation, is structured in
two sessions. The first session will focus on articulating and evaluating the current conservative Anabaptist
beliefs and values regarding aesthetics as evidenced
by our choices and pursuits. The second session will
consider the implications of an aesthetic informed by
Anabaptism for specific artistic categories. Each session
will include presentations by several speakers followed
by a roundtable discussion including the speakers and
several other men.
To register for this colloquy, please call the office at
814-789-4518 or register online at www.fbep.org.

Saturday, January 30
9:00
Opening
9:15
Session 1: Anabaptism and Aesthetics — This
session will focus on articulating and evaluating the current conservative Anabaptist
beliefs and values regarding aesthetics as
evidenced by our choices and pursuits.
12:00 Lunch
1:30
Session 2: Anabaptism and the Arts — This
session will consider the implications of an
aesthetic informed by Anabaptism for specific artistic categories.
		 Visual Arts
		 Literature
		 Music
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You can, however, change your perception of Him. “The fool hath said in his
heart, There is no God” (Psalm 14.1).
We can turn from the folly of believing
“He isn’t” to the wisdom of affirming “He
is.” And the Scriptures assert that this
perception is fundamental to all knowing.
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy
is understanding” (Proverbs 9.10). When
we accept the reality of God, we can begin
the lifelong and soul-changing experience
not only of learning to know Him but
seeing all things in that true light.
In the process, we will form misconceptions and need to correct them with
fresh discoveries, much as we do in the
physical world. Learning that there
is such a thing as electricity did not
automatically give us all the knowledge
about electricity. Electricians discovered
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new characteristics of electricity as they
proceeded and thus corrected mistaken
ideas and improved the uses of electricity.
God is life. Knowing Him is eternal
life. Learning to know Him is a journey.
When we are willing to take the first
step of faith—to trust in our hearts that
God is—the reality of God is everywhere
and forever. He lives in His creation. He
is alive in His Word. He meets us in all
the events of our lives—actually walks
with us in the person of His Son, in the
presence of His Spirit.
Furthermore, when we believe that
He is, we come alive to others who know
Him. And our walk with Him is a walk in
fellowship—a life shared in a community
of faith. When we are alive in Him, we
come alive to each other. We recognize
Him in the faces, in the voices, in the
tears, in the prayers and praises of those

around us who likewise are learning to
know Him.
It is a journey with a destination. We
are walking toward a gathering—a gathering planned from eternity. As our brother
Paul described it, this is something the
Father “purposed in Christ, to be put into
effect when the times will have reached
their fulfillment—to bring all things in
heaven and on earth together under one
head, even Christ” (Ephesians 1.9, 10).
— John Coblentz
Campus pastor
and instructor at
Faith Builders

News from Faith Builders
Welcome to...

»» Dennis Yoder, business office manager, Guys Mills, PA, June.
»» Karleen Kuhns, receptionist, Middlefield, Ohio, June.
»» Yvonne Lapp, FBCS secretary,
Slanesville, WV, July.
»» John Mark Kuhns, FBCS teacher,
Middlefield, Ohio, August.
»» Crista Bontrager, FBCS teacher,
Goshen, IN, August.

Farewell to...

David & Grace Strubhar, business
office manager, June 2009. David and
Grace Strubhar have been consistent
contributors here at Faith Builders for
many years. Their lives have blessed
many of us in beautiful ways. We are

grateful for David’s persistent efforts in
finance and technology. He laid a foundation in both areas that should serve us
well for years to come. Grace’s delight
in serving others will be greatly missed
as well.David’s first interaction with FB
was as a 1989 summer term student.
Several years later he was asked to come
on staff as the in-house bookkeeper and
accountant; his involvement expanded
over the years as most jobs do. David
taught in FBCS, he helped to plan and
develop the technology infrastructure,
and he pushed hard to address various
personnel issues like risk management
and staff compensation.
Grace was also a consistent summerterm student over the years. She has
the distinction of being the first TAP
graduate (1993), and she taught school
at FBCS for several years. Since her
marriage to David, Grace has become
known for her unswerving support for
FB’s ministry to teachers, and the sort
of friend who surprises someone with
a meal or a plate of cookies, right when
needed most!
We are very grateful to them both
for their loyalty and sacrifice. They are
moving to Oregon to care for David’s
mother.

Births

»» Matthew & Larisa Mast, Karlin
Lowell, 1st child & son, May 22.
»» Phil & Laura Nisley, Carson Bryant,
1st child & son, July 9.

Engagements

»» J. Mark Nisly & Esther Weaver, May.
»» Javan Bender & Melody Schrock,
June.

Weddings

»» Michael Hochstetler & Caia Soukup, May 30.
»» Leon Troyer & Andrea Nisly, June
20.

Other news

»» We updated our mailing address
and will no longer be using PO Box
127. Our correct mailing address
for letters and packages is as follows:
Faith Builders, 28500 Guys Mills
Rd, Guys Mills, PA 16327.
»» Mennonite School Services, a division of Faith Builders Resource
Group, is planning a weekend
retreat for school administrators on
March 26-28, 2010. This retreat will
provide opportunities for school administrators to develop connections
with other school administrators and
to grow as administrators.

Faith Builders
Educational Programs
28500 Guys Mills Road
Guys Mills, PA 16327

Address Service Requested

“Discipling the head, heart, and hands”

Faith Builders
Educational Programs
“Discipling the head, heart, and hands”

Contact us...
 By Phone
 By Fax
 By E-mail
 By Mail
			

814-789-4518
814-789-3396
fbep@fbep.org
28500 Guys Mills Rd
Guys Mills, PA 16327

Visit us on the web at www.fbep.org.
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