“Discipling the head, heart, and hands”

Annual Report on Faith Builders

I

t is with profound gratitude to God
and to you, our partners in the work of
Faith Builders, that we offer this annual
report.  Our desire is to describe accurately
the life, the opportunities, the needs, and
the challenges of the continuing ministry
of Faith Builders Educational Programs.  
Our hope is that this picture will add one
more link in the chain of partnership.  
Your ongoing counsel, prayer, and support
are vital if Faith Builders is to serve God
and His church.

Annual Update
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Faith Builders has three divisions:
• Faith Builders Training Institute
offers classes and programs for
adults.
• Faith Builders Christian School,
offeres Grades 1-12.
• Faith Builders Resource Group,
offers a variety of services and resources for our Christian schools
and communities.

Winter 2008

This report includes updates from each
division. We welcome your questions and
responses at fbep@fbep.org.

Join us for
Winter Term 2
009!
Apply online or
request
an application.

Winter 2008
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Winter Term 2009
You can still apply
for Winter Term!

We have openings for students in our
winter term beginning January 6, 2009. We
especially invite older students and pastors for
several weeks of spiritual renewal and study.
Join us for classes like the Kingdom of God,
Helping the Hurting, Growing into a Godly
Woman, Nonresistance and Church Planting.
Copies of our winter term brochures are available on request, or you may download it from
our website. Online application is also available at www.fbep.org.

Faith Builders
Training Institute
Teacher & Ministry
Apprenticing Programs

In August we welcomed the largest
student body ever!  All eighteen students
from 2007-08 returned and we have
twenty new students, giving us a total of
thirty-eight students in the Institute.  The
Teacher Apprenticing Program is filled
to capacity with twenty students, while
the Ministry Apprenticing Program has
eighteen students.  We are very grateful to
God for bringing each of these men and

women to study at Faith Builders.
In May nine students graduated from
Faith Builders Training Institute, six of
them from the Teacher Apprenticing
Program and three from the Ministry

MAP student writes about ministry tour

“A highlight for me was ‘Prayer in the
Square.’ I found it refreshing to be in one
of the biggest cities in the world praying
with many people very different in background and yet connected in the Lord.”
Apprenticing Program.   We rejoice to
see these men and women ministering in
various locations.
To broaden horizons and offer enrichment, FBTI planned several field trips this
year for students.  In April FBTI students
and volunteers visited the Creation Museum near Cincinnati, considering topics
students were studying in Principles of

Joel Butikofer addresses a room of thirdand fourth-graders while other teacher apprentices observe. Each apprentice taught
classes for five days in Faith Builders Christian School.

Science.    On September 29 students,
volunteers and several staff members
attended several lectures on the subject
of Muslim evangelism at Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary, part of a missions

emphasis at the seminary.  We heard about
some exciting developments in the Islamic
world; for instance, more Muslims have
turned to Christ within the last several
decades than all the previous centuries
before.  We also considered to what degree
a convert from Islam might maintain his
Muslim religious culture.  

“My nervousness in joining a new community lasted about one day. I am enjoying
people here as friendly and real people; there’s a real feeling of community here. I am
enjoying coming alive intellectually; I find it exhilarating!”
“It feels good to get to know people here and to be in a community of study. I really
enjoyed the structure of Orientation Week. It feels safe to be here!”
“I have discovered again this week how much I don’t know. I want to learn.”
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FBTI students create cookies as gifts for staff
members in early October. While Student
Council planned some evening activites for
the students and volunteers, many others
happened spontaneously.
A young boy completes a crossword puzzle
with help from Josh Coblentz. The MAP
students met one-on-one with children from
the city in East Harlem.

couples including several pastors.  Most
classes were taught by local instructors,
but Stephen Byler from Harrisonburg,
VA, joined us for one week to teach “The
Sermon on the Mount.”

Summer Term

Brenda Kuhns chops red peppers for meals
at The Bowery Mission (NYC). Other MAP
students cleaned and sorted clothing at the
mission.

Winter Term

Winter Term 2008 was a good time
of study and interaction.   A total of
seventy-seven students took classes during the five-week term, and forty-seven
of those attended all five weeks of the
term.   Among the students were eleven

2008 was the twenty-second year that
Faith Builders offered Summer Term.  
Sixty-two students came from eleven
states and Ontario to take classes this year.  
Most of these men and women had taught
or were planning to teach in day schools.  
We are grateful to the instructors who
make it possible to offer a variety of classes
to encourage and support the teachers in
schools across the country. Guest instructors included Earl Koch, Jonas Sauder, and  
Sharon Yoder (Maryland).
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FB Resource Group
Teachers Week

About 210 teachers attended Teachers
Week on August 5-8. To accommodate
the large group we held the main sessions
in the gym.  More than twenty teachers
from across the country presented workshops or led work sessions on a variety of
topics.  The Teachers Week Committee,
(Howard Bean, Jonas Sauder, Anthony
Hurst, and Gerald Miller) did an excellent
job of planning and leading the week.
Veteran teacher Glenda Miller demonstrates
the use of visual aids to teach math concepts
to first grade. FB hosted another 30 unique
workshops over the four days of Teachers
Week.
“Thanks for all your work and effort to put
on this inspiring week. We appreciate the
opportunity to start off the school year with
Teachers Week!” –Elida Mennonite School
faculty
“I came away feeling much more inspired and
ready for school.” –teacher with 16 years’
experience

FB Publishing

Thanks to the support that came to
us through prayer, advice, and donations, Faith Builders Resource
Group was able to
reach a
number
of milestones in
the last six
months.
Our first
published
book, Overcoming Evil God’s
Way, by Stephen
Russell, arrived at
our dock on June 2.
A children’s book, Annie
Funk: Lived to Serve, Dared
to Sacrifice was published in
July. These books have been
sent to many reviewers including both

Anabaptists and evangelicals. Choice
Books of Northern VA and Choice Books
of Kansas are helping to distribute both
of these books. As these books enter
truck stops, grocery stores, airports, and
eventually people’s homes, we pray that
the gospel of the Kingdom will take root
and spring up in places it has not been
here-to-fore.
During the next 18 months we hope
to publish adult books written by Sharon Yoder, Melvin Lehman, and John
Coblentz. We are continuing the development of children’s books about Anabaptist men and women who exemplify
Godly character.
The production of John Coblentz’s
“Anger and Bitterness” seminar in audiovisual format is nearing completion. John
plans to conduct a marriage seminar in
March that we plan to record and offer
in DVD format as well.
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Marriage Seminar

Becoming One

a weekend of enrichment for married couples
March 28-29, 2009
to be held at Faith Builders Educational Programs
Guys Mills, Pennsylvania
Speaker: John Coblentz, Sr.

Saturday, March 28

9:00-9:30
9:30-10:20
10:30-11:20
11:20-11:50
12:00

Worship
“Roles in Marriage”
“Setting Goals”
Breakout Sessions
Lunch

1:30 Worship
1:40-2:30 “Head Level/Heart Level Communication”
2:40-3:30 “Listening”
The evening is kept open in order to provide an opportunity for couples to
spend time together.  We encourage couples to plan a “date” away from Faith
Builders for the evening.  We will provide a list of restaurants and possible
activities to help in your planning.  An evening meal will be served for those
who choose to eat at Faith Builders.  Couples who wish to eat at Faith Builders
should indicate that when registering.

Sunday, March 29

9:30
9:45-10:30
10:40-11:00
11:05-11:50
12:00

Worship
“Talking about Differences”
Breakout Sessions
“Building Friendship in Marriage”
Lunch

If you would like to attend this seminar, please register by March 15, 2009.  
Call (814) 789-4518 or email fbep@fbep.org to register for this weekend.  Attendance at this seminar is limited.  Lodging at Faith Builders is also limited.  A
list of local motels is available from the office.  A freewill offering will be taken to
cover the expenses of the weekend including speaker fees, food, and lodging.

Living History Project

FB has coordinated this curriculum
development project since 2004.   The
Living History Project is a curriculum
development effort coordinated by FB
since 2004 to produce an alternative history program for grades 1-4 that has the
following features:
• Emphasizes well told stories to convey
the content and emotion of history
– these stories are often read-aloud
to the students
• Emphasizes world history, the story
of the Christian church, and the
Anabaptist story as well as United
States History
• Emphasizes maps and timelines to
give the context of time and space to
the stories
• Emphasizes learning the content of
history to provide a rich basis for later
understanding of history
Ten schools are piloting the curriculum
this year.   We are hoping to make this
available to other schools in 2010.

FB Scholarship
Services

FB Scholarship Services works with
businesses to provide assistance to families
struggling with tuition costs for their children. Eligible businesses in Pennsylvania
receive a tax credit from the state through
a program called Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC).
Currently we are serving 95 donors
and 115 schools. Last year we received
$613,000 in contributions. Since July 1,
we have received $799,000 in contributions. In June the Pennsylvania government expanded the number of PA taxpayers who can participate in EITC. With the
new tax credits, the scholarship program
is experiencing substantial growth. Pennsylvania business or school administrators
who want to understand more about the
educational tax credit opportunity should
call Merle at 814-789-2219.
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Faith Builders
Christian School

FBCS is enjoying 96 students this year.  
We have 43 families from primarily four
conservative Anabaptist churches in the
area.  Last year we added a high-school
classroom to accommodate a growing
enrollment in high school.  In previous
years, grades 7-9 were in one classroom
while grades 10-12 were combined.  We
now have two grades in each classroom
throughout the school, and we are enjoying the new flexibility.
With a little help from Mr. (Javan) Bender,
Victoria Zehr wires a circuit in her model
house. Mr. Bender’s science class focused
on experimental science.
A chapel group prays together as part of “See
You at the Pole,” an annual tradition on the
fourth Wednesday in September.

We began the year with Intensive Apprenticing.  Twenty TAP students spent
three weeks in classrooms with homeroom
teachers, in observation as well as significant teaching experiences in the last two
weeks.  Our TAP students did stellar work
in the classroom, and we are excited about
these students’ future in the classroom!

Teacher apprentice Kyle Lehman shows the
sporangia of a fern to Miss (Anna) Zehr’s
students. Students can find many floral
specimens in the Erie Wildlife Refuge.

Faith Builders Educational Programs, Inc.
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FB Calendar
FBCS Christmas Program.................................................. 7:30 PM, December 5, 2008
FB Chorale Christmas Program......................................... 4:00 PM, December 7, 2008

Winter Short Term 2009

Orientation & Registration.....................................................7:00 PM, January 5, 2009
First Day of Classes................................................................................ January 6, 2009
Staff-Student Social.............................................................................. January 23, 2009
Last Day of Classes............................................................................... February 6, 2009
Choir Programs . ...................................................................................... Feb 7-8, 2009
Spring Semester 2009
Registration........................................................................................ February 19, 2009
Shady Maple Banquet (Lancaster, PA) ................................................... March 12, 2009  
Marriage Seminar..............................................................................March 28-29, 2009
FBCS Spring Program.............................................................. 7:30 PM, April 24, 2009
End of term..........................................................................................May 19-20, 2009
FB Chorale Spring Program (Guys Mills, PA)........................... 6:30 PM, May 31, 2009  
Summer Short Term 2009
Orientation & Registration....................................................... 7:00 PM, June 29, 2009
College Student Retreat . ..........................................................................July 3-5, 2009
Teachers Week...................................................................................... August 4-7, 2009

General Reports
Partner Development

Since the beginning days of Faith
Builders a small number of individuals
have carried the bulk of the financial load
that is not covered by student tuition.  
Our board members, who represent a
wide variety of conservative churches,
have urged us to rely less on the generosity
of these individuals and seek support from
a larger group of individuals and churches
who care about the work God is doing
through Faith Builders.  
In February of this year, we developed
SHARE Team as a way of connecting with
individuals, churches, and organizations
who wish to partner with Faith Builders
by praying, volunteering their services, or
contributing financially.  Our intent is to
see a large number of people partnering
with us in the ongoing work of FB.  Our
commitment is to keep our supporters
informed through regular mailings.

Christian Learning Resource
Since Overcoming Evil God’s Way and Annie Funk: Lived to Serve, Dared to Sacrifice have been published, Christian Learning Resource has been working to promote and distribute these books to retail and wholesale customers.  Interest from both
individuals and bookstores has been significant for both books.  Choice Books of Northern Virginia, Choice Books of Kansas,
and Lantern Books are helping to distribute these books through their book racks.  In the past year, CLR has also begun providing order fulfillment services to Anabaptist Financial Solutions for the distribution of their seminar recordings.  Seminar
recordings can be purchased directly through Anabaptist Financial or through CLR.
Christian Learning Resource also offers choral music, children’s books, and
books on history, theology, discipleship,
and worldviews.
“I would strongly recommend your service. It has been first class.”
–Andrew, Australia
“The website was very easy to use - came
up quickly on my laptop even though my
internet connection isn’t always the best.
Looks like good resources.”
–Conrad, Georgia
“Just purchased your new book about
Annie Funk. Congratulations on a job well
done! It’s a great book.”
–Marty, Pennsylvania

Personnel

We have been blessed to work with these men and women at Faith Builders. New staff members include our volunteers, except
for Lynford Slabaugh who extended his year of service through December 2008. Sheldon & Joann Kauffman also joined us in
May 2008, with Sheldon serving as Administrator of Operations. Craig & Brenda Wenger joined as paid staff in July 2008, with
Craig serving as full-time tech support. Melvin & Shelia Lehman are enjoying a one-year sabbatical, returning in August 2009.
Staff not pictured: Geryll & Carla Zehr, Tristan — Mentor.

Esther Bean
FBCS Teacher

Javan Bender
FBCS Teacher

Irene Bontrager
Dean of Women

Emily Byler
Kitchen Volunteer

Amy Gingerich
Domestics Volunteer

Beatrice King
Kitchen Supervisor

Vivian Mast
FBCS Secretary

Rose Mary Nisly
Domestics Volunteer

Lisa Petersheim
Kitchen Volunteer

Stephen Russell
FBTI Instructor

Lynford Slabaugh
Maintenance Volunteer

April Stoltzfus
Kitchen Volunteer

Rebecca Yoder
Receptionist Volunteer

Sharon Yoder
FBCS Teacher

Anna Zehr
FBCS Teacher

Steven & Cynthia Brubaker, Kyle, Desirée, Antoine,
Travis, Courtney — Administrator of Academics

Enos & Rhoda Byler,
Justin, Matthias — Mentors

John & Barb Coblentz, Jean, Josh,
Andi, Ted — Campus Pastor

Sheldon & Joann Kauffman, Annie, Sara,
Christian — Administrator of Operations

Tim & Lisa Miller —
FBCS Teacher

Amos & Shaunda Stoltzfus,
Angeline, Nicholas, Joshua —
FBCS Teacher

Merle & Amy Herr, Maribeth, Sierra, Taylor, Kara
FB Scholarship Coordinator

Matthew & Larisa Mast —
Administrative Assistant

Brandon & Marie Mullet, Patrick, Kipp, Stuart,
Christopher — Administrator of Personnel

Craig & Brenda Wenger —
Tech Support

Melvin & Shelia Lehman,
Kyle, Erikson, Jordan —
on sabbatical this year

Gerald & Cathy Miller, Brendan, Kara, Tyler,
Andre, Alex — FBCS Principal

David & Grace Strubhar, Jonathan,
Marianna, Elizabeth — Business Office Manager

Amzie & Mae Yoder —
House Parents

Ryan & Shari Zook,
Aarick, Regan —
Administrative Assistant
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Physical Plant

Phone System
We began using our new phone system for
the staff offices and FBCS classrooms in
December 2007. Dorm lines are still using
the older phone system, which continues
to degenerate. Old phones start squawking night and day, work only occasionally,
or refuse to work at all. This pressures us
to replace the system faster than funding
allows.  An additional $15,000 is needed
to complete this project.

Faith Builders Educational Programs, Inc.

Student Center Renovation
Although we’ve experienced a few
delays, work on the new student center
continues and we hope to be moving in
by Thanksgiving. The floors are neatly
covered with new tile and carpet. RJL
Construction has completed the interior
doors and trim and is currently installing
bathroom fixtures. We received final donations for this project in mid-October.
We are grateful for the generous gifts to
complete this renovation.

Flooring is installed in the Student Center.
A fire alarm system is needed for the final
inspection, but we hope to begin using these
areas by Thanksgiving.

Young men from Woodlawn paint steel supports. The youth group gave the facility a
wonderful face lift in August.

Volunteer Group Projects
This year, several youth groups volunteered their time to assist Faith Builders
with building and grounds work. In June,
the local Shalom-Meadville youth group
spent an evening weeding and mulching the flowerbeds, giving our exterior
grounds a neat, attractive appearance.  In
August, the Woodlawn youth from Ontario, Canada, spent a weekend cleaning
and painting various parts of our facility.
We’ve received compliments on the visual
improvements and sincerely appreciate the
efforts of these volunteers. Thanks to all
who have participated in these projects.

Plans & Projections
Immediate Needs
Classroom renovations, furnishings to
handle larger number of students
Phone system replacement
Fire alarm system

$25,000
$15,000
$30,000

Future Projects
Student Center and library completion
Dorm renovations
Driveway paving
Connector renovation

$220,000
$15,000
$90,000
$180,000
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FB Financial Report

News from Faith Builders
We recently changed our donation receipting process. Please contact us if you have
not received a receipt for a recent donation.
Thanks to...
» Brenda Wenger (Guys Mills, PA) for
volunteering as receptionist this past year.
Farewell to...
» Alena Martin, kitchen, Lititz, PA,
August.
Welcome to...
» Amy Gingerich, Leon, IA, domestics,
August
» Rose Mary Nisly, Oswego, KS, domestics, August.
» Emily Byler, Windsor, OH, kitchen,
August.
» April Stoltzfus, Lewisburg, PA, kitchen,
August.

» Lisa Petersheim, Oakland, MD, kitchen,
August.
» Amzie & Mae Yoder, Nappanee, IN,
house parents, August.
» Rebecca Yoder, Ronks, PA, receptionist,
August.
» Johann Butikofer, Richland Center, WI,
maintenance, November.
» Jean Coblentz, Guys Mills, PA, MAP
» Josh Coblentz, Guys Mills, PA, MAP
» John Goertzen, Canby, OR, MAP
» Lanita Hess, Drumore, PA, TAP
» Ruth Anna Kuhns, Belleville, PA, TAP
» Davin Martin, Ephrata, PA, TAP
» Lisa Martin, New Holland, PA, TAP
» Joanne Meyers, Hummelstown, PA, TAP
» Christopher Miller, Millersburg, OH, TAP
» Jordan Miller, Hicksville, OH, MAP
» Joshua Nisley, Meadville, PA, TAP

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Lynell Nolt, New Holland, PA, TAP
Jonathan Patches, Manheim, PA, MAP
Karen Peachey, Reedsville, PA, MAP
Matthew & Daria Peachey, Lewistown,
PA, TAP
Diane Petroski, Parma, OH, MAP
Rebekah Rolan, Mesopotomia, OH, TAP
Twila Stoner, Landisville, PA, MAP
Dwight Yoder, Salisbury, PA, TAP
Esther Yoder, Dunmore East, Ireland, MAP
Gideon Yutzy, Sarcoxie, MO, MAP

Births

» Jonathan & Brenda (Beachy) Sauder,
Sophia Rose, 3rd child, 2nd daughter, Aug
27, 2008.
» Ernest & Cathy Eby, Carmen Joy, 1st
child & daughter, Sept 16, 2008.
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