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Testimonies of Grace
We asked several alumni and a current staff member to share their unique perspectives of
the experience of teaching or learning at Faith Builders. Here are their responses.

W

ith an interest in being involved
in God’s work in the world, I
saw Faith Builders as an opportunity to
dedicate time to think about, confirm,
and develop my beliefs in preparation
for further service, and to develop my
relationship with God.  Indeed, that time
informed my Christian walk.
Close interaction especially with brothers, formally and informally, yielded fresh
and sincere input, and friendships that

have impacted my life.   I observed my
instructors, perhaps more outside the
classroom than in the classroom, and in
all I was instructed.
While I had appreciated Anabaptism, I
began to embrace it with understanding.  
I began to consider the exciting possibility
of Anabaptism in global terms. Though
not all-encompassing, I might summarize
my experience at Faith Builders this way:  
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Apply now for
Fall 2008!
We are accepting student applications for TAP & MAP.   As of
continued on page 502

December 12 we have room for six Teacher Apprenticeship Students
and seven Ministry Apprenticeship Students.   Our next application review is February 1, 2008.

Join us for

Winter Colloquy:
Christians and Technology
February 2, 2008     (see page 502)

Page 502
continued from page 501

contemplation in preparation for presentation.  I am thankful for the blessing of
those who were my classmates, instructors, and friends, and I am grateful for the
opportunity of Faith Builders.
—Darrell Yoder, a 2004
MAP Graduate, has
served with Christian Aid
Ministries in Afghanistan and Pakistan. He
recently returned from a
research trip to Iraq.

T

he day I left home for Faith Builders
was filled with much fear and trepidation.  I really had no idea what I was getting myself into.  If I had known, would
I have still gone?  I would like to think
that I would have.  Faith Builders was a
time of much learning for me.   Learning how to impact my students when I
teach.  Learning how to allow passion in
my teaching.  But mostly, it was a time of
learning about God, a place where I met
God.   The amazing part is that it all tied
together—the meeting God and my passion for teaching.  I am grateful to Faith
Builders and the people for speaking into
my life and my teaching, and for showing
me that ultimately, it is not about me.  
Everything—all of it—is about God.
— R o s e m a r y Eb e r l y,
a 2006 TAP graduate,
teaches grades 7-8 at
Berea Christian School in
Harrisonburg, VA.

I

renaeus, a second-century Christian
leader in the Roman Empire, wrote,
“The glory of God is the human person
fully alive!”  How right he was!  The Christian life is about eternal life in Jesus Christ
so that we are able to see and express the
glory of God.
I rejoice at the opportunity to work at
Faith Builders with so many young people
for whom this is a reality.  Together we
explore what it means to have this eternal

Faith Builders Educational Programs, Inc.

The FB administration and staff have approved the name Faith Builders
Training Institute as the official name for the post-secondary programs including
TAP, MAP, and short-term studies.  The short form of this will be The Institute.  
We plan to stop using the term “TAP/MAP” and instead say “The Institute”
or “Faith Builders Training Institute.”  Faith Builders Educational Programs is
still the overarching name for the entire scope of programs including FBCS,
FB Resource Group, and The Institute.

Colloquy 2008
You are invited to participate in this year’s colloquy.

Christians
and
Technology
February 2, 2008, 9:00 AM-5:00 PM
Faith Builders Chapel

Science has been wildly successful over the last two centuries.  J.P. Moreland

observed that our ancestors living at the time of the American Civil War had more in
common with Abraham than with us.  The explosion of technology has multiplied
the opportunities available to the community of followers of Christ.  It has also
increased the challenges facing the Christian community.  Each era of the church
has had its defining issues – perhaps technology is that for today’s church.  This is
the subject of the 2008 Colloquy.
We are planning a different approach to this colloquy.  Instead of the presentation
of papers to a large audience, we are envisioning a smaller gathering of people who
wish to engage with the topic.  There will be shorter presentations highlighting
the issues, followed by small group interaction.  Rather than interacting with the
conclusions of individual speakers, we would like to work together toward understanding.  Our desire is to gather for this purpose a number of people from across
our communities: pastors, patriarchs, business people, Bible students, technology
specialists, parents, and young people.  We invite you to consider participating in
this work.  To bring fruition to the day’s work, a small group from Faith Builders
plans to produce a summary booklet.
If you would like to participate in this working colloquy, please email
fbep@fbep.org or call 814-789-4518.  No lodging will be available at Faith Builders.  Lunch and supper will be served.  A freewill offering will be taken to cover
expenses.

Issue 86 - Winter 2007

Page 503

March Workshops 2008

Dealing with anger
and Bitterness
March 29-30, 2008
You are invited to attend this seminar at
Faith Builders Educational Programs, Guys Mills, PA.
Speaker: John Coblentz, Sr.
Saturday, March 29
9:00-9:30
9:30-10:20
10:30-11:20
11:20-11:50
12:00
1:30
1:40-2:30
2:40-3:30
3:30-4:00
5:15

A

Worship
“The Emotion of Anger”
“The Root of Bitterness”
Small Group Discussions
Lunch
Worship
“Feeling-Based Responses vs. Faith-Based Responses”
“Putting off Anger by Faith”
Small Group Discussions
Supper

7:00-9:00 Recreation
9:30-10:00 Singing in the Chapel

Sunday, March 30
9:30
9:45-10:30
10:45-11:30
11:30-11:50
12:00

life in Jesus Christ, and we try to understand and grow in what it means to see
and express God’s glory.  It continues to be
a joyful challenge to spur on the students
in their studies and to be spurred on by
them as well as we strive together to learn
more about God and his world.
—Stephen Russell teaches
courses in Church History, World History, Bible,
and Theology at Faith
Builders. His book on
nonresistance is nearing
publication.

Worship
“Putting off Anger by Forgiveness”
“Putting off Anger by Love”
Small Group Discussions
Lunch

Please register for this event before March 15 by calling 814-789-4518.  
Limited lodging is available for early registrants.  Meals will be provided
during the seminar.  A free-will offering will be taken to cover expenses of
the weekend.

place to explore the world of knowledge and ideas, a place to develop
a more thorough understanding of the
gospel and its implications, a place to
receive and internalize Christ-like perspectives on my role in life, a place to invest
what God has given me for the sake of
His kingdom—these were things that I
was interested in as I went into my early
20’s, and these were the objects that led me
to enroll in the Ministry Apprenticeship
Program at Faith Builders.
I lived and studied at Faith Builders
for almost two years.  There I was able
to read and study to my heart’s content,
discovering all kinds of fascinating new
ideas.  In addition, the classroom experiences gave opportunity for interaction
with instructors and fellow students in
a way that often helped me see beyond
the confines of my own experiences and
tendencies.  However, in this rich learning
atmosphere, I began to see more clearly
that simply accumulating knowledge was
a futile effort unless it went deeper into
my heart and changed me.  And even this
was futile unless it made me a better disciple of Jesus.  As I grew to understand this
continued on page 506

Telephone Change
We have made recent changes to FB’s phone system.  To contact the main office or a staff member, please call 814-7894518, the business phone number.  To contact a student or volunteer, please call 814-789-3823, the dorm number.
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Faith Builders Educational Programs, Inc.

Faith Builders has been blessed with men and women of experience in education, administration, church leader-

ship, and other life skills. We recognize that many communities have sacrificed to allow these men and women to
serve at FB.
• Alena Martin, Cook.
• John & Barbara Coblentz, Campus Pastor, Instructor, Mentors.
• Amos & Shaunda Stoltzfus, FBCS Teacher.
• Angela Yoder, Cook.
• Juanita Burkholder, Cook.
• Anna Zehr, FBCS Teacher.
• Lewis & Jenny Martin, Maintenance.
• Lynford Slabaugh, Maintenance.
• Beatrice King, Kitchen Supervisor.
• Brandon & Marie Mullet, Personnel Administrator,
• Matthew & Larisa Mast, Academic Assistant.
Instructor, Mentors, FBCS Teacher, Housing Super• Melvin & Shelia Lehman, Director.
visor.
• Merle & Amy Herr, Scholarship Representative.
• Carla & Geryll Zehr, FBCS Teacher.
• Milo & Mary Sue Zehr, on sabbatical 2007-2008
(not pictured).
• Craig & Brenda Wenger, IT, Receptionist.
• Dave & Mary King, Houseparents, Maintenance
• Ryan & Shari Zook, Administrative Assistant, IT
(not pictured).
Supervisor.
• Sarah Duerst, Domestics.
• David & Grace Strubhar, Business Manager.
• Enos & Rhoda Byler, Mentors.
• Sharon Yoder, FBCS Teacher, Instructor, Mentor.
• Esther Bean, FBCS Teacher, Mentor.
• Stephen Russell, Instructor, Mentor.
• Gerald & Cathy Miller, Principal, FBCS Teacher.
• Steven & Cynthia Brubaker, Academic Administrator, Instructor, FBCS Teacher, Mentors.
• Irene Bontrager, Dean of Women, Librarian.
• Vivian Mast, Secretary, Mentor.
• Irene Miller, FBCS Tutor (not pictured).
• Javan Bender, Dean of Men, FBCS Teacher.
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We are delighted to have these fine young men and women as students at Faith Builders Training Institute

(FBTI).  Twenty-seven students are studying at Faith Builders this year.  We would like to admit thirty-five students
for 2008-2009.

Ministry Apprenticeship Students
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Laura Calancea, Suceava, Romania.
Brenda Kuhns, Arcola, IL.
Javan Lapp, Gordonville, PA.
Yvonne Lapp, Romney, WV.
Heather Martin, Chambersburg, PA.
Joel Martin, Mifflin, PA.
Tim Miller, Meadville, PA.
Ruby Steiner, Apple Creek, OH.
Emily Turner, Woodburn, OR.
Chad Weaver, Meadville, PA.
Byron Yoder, Meyersdale, PA.
Dennis Yoder, Kennedyville, MD.

Teacher Apprenticeship Students
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Joel Butikofer, Richland Center, WI.
Arthur Detweiler, Colon, MI.
Laverne Glick, Gap, PA.
Ruth Anna Kuhns, Belleville, PA.
Mark Kurtz, Adams, NY.
Leann Lauver, Mifflintown, PA.
Kyle Lehman, Guys Mills, PA.
Norma Miller, Partridge, KS.
Rebekah Miller, Dalton, OH.
Diana Riehl, Lewisburg, PA.
Jeremy Sauder, Lancaster, PA.
Julie Stoltzfus, Lewisburg, PA.
Marla Stoltzfus, Honey Brook, PA.
Leon Troyer, Bourbon, IN.
Hilda Yoder, Partridge, KS.
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more clearly, my appreciation for Faith
Builders’ commitment to “comprehensive” discipleship grew.  I appreciated their
refusal to separate rigorous intellectual
truth-seeking from faithfully following
Christ in daily life.  This did not discourage me from learning and seeking truth,
but it gave me a renewed purpose for my
educational pursuits—to know Christ and
to serve His body, the church.
Perhaps the most significant impact on
my life was the community of people who
were involved in Faith Builders.  I expect
some of the friendships with both peers
and instructors that developed during my
time at Faith Builders to last the rest of my
life.  These relationships do not replace my
relationships at home; rather, they richly
supplement them.

Faith Builders Educational Programs, Inc.

Life at Faith Builders was not easy—in
addition to the normal turbulence of human experience, there were the additional
challenges of SIS (Systemic Institution
Syndrome).  To be sure, none of this was
helped by the location of Faith Builders—the very fringes of the Arctic Circle.  
But, all in all...I’d do it again.
—Kendall Myers taught
school in his home community of Waynesboro, GA,
for three years after graduating from the Ministry
Apprenticeship Program
in 2004. He currently is
pursuing general studies at Augusta State
University.

A

ttending Faith Builders for two years
while completing TAP ranks high on

my list of life blessings.  The FB motto
“disciplining the head, heart, and hands”
accurately describes what I experienced.
The intellectual challenge of studying hard and stretching to reach high
standards strengthened my commitment
to loving God with my mind.  Although
periodically weary of brain work, I never
quite got over the delight of taking off two
whole years just to study and learn!
The emotional and spiritual challenge
of constant interaction with co-fallen
humans persistently invited me to look
honestly at personal heart issues and to
allow others to minister to me.  I tasted
a measure of the truth that neediness is
a gift that opens the door to receive His
provisions.
As a teacher I gained new skills through
hands-on assignments along with a

Current Projects

1. Kitchen Renovation—$16,500

$40,000 - $23,500 = $16,500
TOTAL - RECEIVED = NEEDED

2. Phone System—$15,700

$20,000 - $4,300 = $15,700
TOTAL - RECEIVED = NEEDED

3. Phase I on Student Center: —$41,000

$190,000 - $149,000 = $41,000
TOTAL - RECEIVED = NEEDED

Kitchen—$16,500

We have already received $23,500 toward the kitchen renovation.  To date we have replaced most of the older cooking and dish washing equipment with newer, more efficient machines. The kitchen office area remains unfinished at this time, but the project is nearing
completion.

Phone System—$15,700

Faith Builders has relied on an older TIE-128 phone exchange to support the sixty phones at the school.  Between the aging of technology and damage of occasional lightning strikes, this system must be replaced as soon as possible.  After evaluating several options for
traditional PBX systems, we decided to research and develop an in-house VoIP (voice over internet protocol) phone system.  We have
estimated the cost of replacing the current system ourselves at $20,000, which is $6,000-10,000 below other vendors’ estimates.

Student Center—$41,000

Without our solicitation a donor felt led by God to fund the completion of Phase I of the Student Center renovation project.  This
includes necessary components to finish the interior to drywall.  We are very grateful for this offer, and we would like to continue the
project to allow us to move into this area of the building.  Major expenses following Phase I include adding a pitched roof and finishing
the interior of the Student Center.
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FBEP Board Members
Sam Bontrager, Roy Gingerich, Richard
Herr, Melvin Lehman, Wayne Martin,
John Miller, John Nisley, Dave Nisly,
Reuben Yoder.

FBEP Advisory Council
Gordon Goertzen, Nathan Good, Lamar
High, Earl Koch, Howard Lichty, Paul A.
Miller, Jonas Sauder, Jonathan Sauder, Ben
Stoltzfus, Marvin Weaver, Norman Yoder,
Melvin Zook.

FBEP Pastoral Council
Howard Brubaker, John Coblentz, Sr.,
Ernest Hochstetler, Roy Longenecker,
Glenn Yoder.

FB Calendar
Winter Term 2008
Orientation & Registration... 7:00 PM, Jan 7, 2008
First Day of Classes............................... Jan 8, 2008
Technology Colloquy........................... Feb 2, 2008
Last Day of Classes............................... Feb 8, 2008
Choir Programs............................... Feb 9-10, 2008
Spring Semester 2008
Mentoring..................................... Feb 13-15, 2008
Classes Begin...................................... Feb 18, 2008
FB Board Meeting.............................. Feb 23, 2008
Easter – Spring Break................... Mar 20-25, 2008
Worldviews Workshop................. Mar 29-30, 2008
Chorale Spring Program.... 4:00 PM, May 11, 2008
Final Exams..................................May 12-13, 2008
Mentoring....................................May 14-15, 2008
Commencement................ 7:00 PM, May 16, 2008
Choir Tour...................................May 17-26, 2008
Summer Term 2008
Orientation & Registration............... June 30, 2008
Classes Begin........................................ July 1, 2008
College Student Seminar...................July 3-4, 2008
College Student Retreat.....................July 4-6, 2008
Choir Programs.............................July 26-27, 2008
Final Exams............................. July 31-Aug 1, 2008
Teachers Week...................................Aug 5-8, 2008
Fall Semester 2008
Apprenticing Term Begins..................Aug 18, 2008
Men’s Music Weekend...................... Nov 7-9, 2008
FB Chorale Christmas Program............Dec 7, 2008
Final Exams.................................... Dec 9-10, 2008
Mentoring.................................... Dec 11-12, 2008

Service Opportunities
• Kitchen: June 2008, (2) August 2008
• Domestics: Jan. 2008
• Maintenance Volunteer: Spring 2008
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Partner with Faith Builders
1) Prayer Support
We are keenly aware of the need for spiritual intercession on behalf
of Faith Builders.  This ministry will not succeed without the faithful
prayer support of many patrons.

2) General Donations
Faith Builders depends on the support of patrons to offset the cost of
providing affordable education to our students.   We anticipate additional increases in tuition cost while assisting students through tuition
scholarships.  However, our current budget is balanced by 27% donations.  This excludes donations specified for food supplies, renovation
or grounds improvements.

3) Specified Donations
Faith Builders accepts donations specified for food supplies, special
projects, or renovation.

4) Material Donations
We also accept donations of food, vehicles (as needed), renovation materials, and other supplies.

5) Volunteer Groups
We regularly schedule volunteer groups to complete grounds cleanup,
painting, and other necessary improvements at Faith Builders.

6) Endowment Plan
Faith Builders is developing endowments for scholarships and general
operating costs.  Additional information  is available upon request.

News from Faith Builders
Welcome to:
» Dave & Mary King, house parents, Mifflinburg, PA, Oct.
Births
» Ryan & Shari Zook, Regan Keith, 2nd child
& son, Sept 16.
» Kevin & Mary Anna Graber, Megan Nicole,
1st child  & daughter, Oct 19.
» Anthony & Lynda (Hoover) Gingerich,
Alisa Michelle, 3rd child & daughter, Oct 27.
» Atlee & Racheal (Pfisterer) Graybill, Elaina
Rose, 2nd child, 1st daughter, Nov 12.

heightened awareness that I can only give
out of who I am as a person.
Perhaps the greatest impact came
through regular observation of the staff
whom I describe as servant leaders passionately in love with the Lord who dare
to struggle honestly with life’s big questions.

» Andrew & Jolynn (Lehman) Schmucker,
Joseph Ian, 4th child, 1st son, Dec 10.
Weddings
» Dave Gingerich & Alice Christner, Aug 24.
» Phil Nisley & Laura Shafer, Nov 3.
If you are a former student, volunteer, or staff
member of Faith Builders and would like us to
publish news of birth, engagement, wedding, or
death,  please email fbep@fbep.org.

—Betty Yoder, a 2007
TAP Graduate, teaches
Grades 1-2 at Pilgrim
Christian School near
Hutchinson, KS.
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Contact us...
 By Phone
 By Fax
 By E-mail
 By Mail

814-789-4518
814-789-3396
fbep@fbep.org
PO Box 127
Guys Mills, PA 16327

Visit us on the web
at www.fbep.org.  
Applications, brochures,
and newsletters are available
for download from our website.

Faith Builders
Educational Programs
28500 Guys Mills Road
PO Box 127
Guys Mills, PA 16327
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