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The year 2012 marks the 25th anniversary of the first classes offered by Faith Builders.  Previous newsletters have featured reprinted articles to 
commemorate this anniversary.  In this issue, several long-term faculty reflect on the history of their involvement and cast a vision of the future.

A Vision For Mennonite educAtion

he Supreme Court decision Engel v. Vi-
tale of 1962 declared public prayer in pub-

lic schools unconstitutional.  This landmark 
decision was followed by another, Abington 

School District v. Schempp in 1963; public Bible 
reading was now declared unconstitutional as 
well.  I was in third grade at Portico Elementary 
School when these decisions were made by our 
national leaders.  These events along with the 
introduction of television in public education 
awakened the conservative Mennonite com-
munity to the corrosive effects of secular-based 
education.  From small beginnings in the 1950’s 
to a groundswell of activity in the 70’s, Menno-
nite communities scrambled to build, fund, and 
staff schools for their children.  One of the most 
persistent problems, though not the only one, 
has been staffing.  Many communities simply 
did not know where to find teachers whose 
hearts were at the right place and who were 
academically prepared to teach.

Fast forward to 1978.  I was married, had 
two children, and of all things found myself a 
teacher in the high school at Anchor Christian 
School, something that was not in my life plan 
at all.  For eight years I taught under the guid-
ance of two experienced principals who men-
tored me with love and care.  I was fortunate.  
Many young teachers did not have such an 
opportunity.  Then I found myself a principal 
for seven years at the same school.  What did I 
learn in those 15 years?  I learned that love for 
students is primary to outstanding teaching.  I 
learned that the visionaries who provided the 
impetus toward a school in our community 
were true heroes of faith.  I learned that heroic 
efforts are necessary to begin but not enough 
to sustain a vision over the long haul.  I learned 
that the desire to teach is good; but alone, it 
is not enough to create outstanding teaching.  
A burden for teacher training tailored to the 

Anabaptist community was born in my heart 
in those days.

I did not carry this burden in my heart alone.  
While I was “cutting my eye-teeth” as a young 
teacher, my mentor and fellow-teacher, John 
D. Martin, was meeting with several men on 
occasion in the interest of post high school 
education for conservative Anabaptists.  I 
looked on with interest from the sidelines and 
then shrugged my shoulders when that vision 

seemed to die.  Others gathered up a few glow-
ing embers from that dying vision and coaxed 
them back to life.  Faith Builders Educational 
Programs emerged as a summer enrichment 
school with no permanent location in the mid 
80’s.  Again, I found myself a distant observer 
and occasional participant while continuing in 
the harness as principal and teacher at Anchor 
Christian School.

Fast forward to 1992. I received a phone 
call from a personal friend, David Weaver.  He 
wondered if I would consider serving on the 
FBEP Board.  Follow-up phone calls from Milo 
Zehr, one of the brothers who kept the vision 
for FBEP alive during the critical years in the 80’s, 
urged us to consider this opportunity.  After a 
month or two of deliberation, my wife Shelia 

and I decided that perhaps this is a way we could 
serve the broader Anabaptist community, so we 
consented to the invitation.  Along with David 
and Orpha Weaver, we were present when the 
sealed bid on an abandoned public school prop-
erty was opened in Saegertown, home of the 
Penncrest School District of Crawford County, 
PA.  We were amazed to discover that the bid 
of $50,001.00 from the FBEP Board was the 
only bid submitted and would be accepted by 

the school district.  We left the district office at 
Saegertown and drove to see the property that 
would be the future permanent home of Faith 
Builders Educational Programs.  Words cannot 
describe what Shelia and I saw when we arrived 
at the newly purchased property.  Suffice it to 
say that the cost to resurrect the 80,000 square 
feet of abandoned property turned out to be 
over 15 years of blood, sweat, and tears and an 
investment of some 1.5 million dollars from the 
conservative community.

Fast forward to 2012.  I am sitting in my office 
at FBEP trying to wrestle scattered thoughts 
from my head to this manuscript.  Nineteen 
years have gone by since Shelia and I moved 
our family to Guys Mills in August of 1993. (We 
moved home to Chambersburg for one year 

The desire to teach is good; but alone, it is not 
enough to create outstanding teaching.

T
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from 1994-1995). From being principal of Faith 
Builders Christian School to Director of FBEP 
and finally to being an instructor at the school, 
I look back over the years with a great deal 
of satisfaction and, to be honest, with some 
regrets, too.

What have we learned during these years?  
We have learned something about the 

beauty and pleasure of working together for the 
cause of Christ.  Let’s face it and admit it.  Our 
history is riddled with unnecessary divisions.  
But my experience at FB has helped me see 
the face of our capacity to pool our resources 
and energy in spite of the relatively minor dif-
ferences we may have.  We have often been 
pleasantly surprised to receive help and bless-
ing from unexpected sources.  

We have learned that without faith, it is impos-
sible to please God or to teach teachers.  There 
is no formula that will guarantee outcomes.  
We believe in organization.  We believe good 
programs are helpful toward meeting the goal.  
We believe in hard work.  But we know that it is 
only the grace of God at work in our hearts and 
the hearts of students that translates organiza-
tion and programs into lives of eternal value.  
For that reason our hope is in Christ and not 
in our flesh!

We have learned that we cannot please 
everybody all the time.  This has given us the 
freedom to hear critics with an ear to hear rather 
than a will that reacts.  This allows us to grow 
from criticism.  It has helped us see the value of 
honest differences in the Christian community.  
It has helped us avoid organizational paralysis 
at critical junctures.

We have learned that there are many young 
people who love the Lord and stand ready to 
serve Christ and His Church if they are given the 
tools and a little direction. 

We have learned these things and much 
more.  As we look toward the future, many of us 
are aware that in another ten years, a number of 
us will decrease while others increase.  Wisdom 
demands that we look with care toward the 
future leadership of FBEP and maintain a clear 
perception of the needs in our communities.  
But perhaps the core question for the future 
of FBEP lies in the first two words of our name, 
Faith Builders.  If Jesus drops by to see us today 
or 50 years from now, will He find an active,  
alive faith in the living God emanating from 
the halls and heart of Faith Builders Educational 
Programs?  Let us be true to our name!

Melvin B. Lehman
FBTI Instructor

Former Director

Faith Builders Chorale begins their 
Spring tour the day following FBTI 
commencement.

May 20, 9:30 A.M. | Rich Valley   
 Mennonite, Kokomo, IN
May 20, 7:00 P.M. | Mt. Olive Beachy   
 Church, Montgomery, IN
May 21, 6:30 P.M. | Summersville   
 Mennonite Church, Summersville, MO
May 22, 7:00 P.M. | Cimarron Christian  
 Brotherhood, Perkins, OK Program held  
 at the “Lodge” at the Oak Park Retreat Center
May 23, 7:00 P.M. | Cleburne Christian   
 Fellowship, Cleburne, TX  Program held  
 at Cleburne Conference Center /Community  
 Performing Arts Center Theatre
May 24, 7:00 P.M. | Cornerstone   
 Mennonite, Harrison, AR 
May 25, 7:00 P.M. | New Covenant   
 Fellowship, Memphis, TN
May 26, Travel Day 
May 27, 9:30 A.M. | Messiah Amish   
 Mennonite, Millersburg, OH 
May 27, 6:30 P.M. | FBEP

We have seven openings for stu-
dents in the Christian Ministries and 
Teacher Apprenticing tracks begin-
ning August 20, 2012.

Teacher Apprenticing is designed 
to prepare students to teach in 
Mennonite, inner city, mission, or 
other church schools. Students in 
the Teacher Apprenticing track can 
select from three concentrations:  
Elementary, Secondary, or Adminis-
tration.
 
The Christian Ministries track is de-
signed to prepare students to return 
to their home communities with zeal 
and vision as well as to move on to 
specialized areas of service in other 
parts of the world.  Concentrations 
are available in: Bible, Discipleship, 
and Music.

chorale spring tourFall semester

Summer Term is a five-week term of classes to expand a teacher’s base of 
knowledge while providing a great opportunity for interaction with other 
teachers.  Here’s a complete listing of the classes offered this summer:

Eighteen openings remain for summer term, primarily for men. Interested 
students should apply as soon as possible to secure a space. The application is 
available from the office or online at www.fbep.org/st.

summer term June 25 – July 27, 2012

pedagogy
Foundations of Education
Principles of Teaching
Child Development
Principles of Teaching II
Teaching Language Arts
Teaching Literature
Storytelling

history/theology
Anabaptist History 
Church History: Early & Medieval
Nonresistance 

practical ministry
Helping the Hurting

math/science
High-School Algebra
Algebra or Calculus
Joy of Mathematics
Mathematics for Elementary Teachers
Biology
Chemistry

music
Music Fundamentals
Music History & Appreciation
Choir
Beginning Class Voice
Beginning Choral Conducting
Music for Elementary Teachers
Teaching Music - Secondary



Spend six weeks in Turkey (Anatolia) studying about and 
engaging with Muslims.

The vision of Study Team is to prepare workers, strengthen 
churches, and discover the faith of early Christians.  

The Study Team will spend four weeks of formal study at a fixed 
location and then embark on a two-week study trip through 
Turkey and possibly Northern Iraq.  Cities visited include 
Ephesus, Smyrna, Philadelphia, and Cappadocia.

course themes include: 
 » History of Islam and Turkey
 » Muslim Faith and Culture
 » Sharing the Faith with Muslims
 » Early Christianity in Anatolia
 » Christianity Meets Islam
 » Christianity Today in Anatolia
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upcoming opportunities and events

Melvin Lehman and Frank Reed will present 
main addresses on the theme of “Hearts of 
Integrity, Hands of Skill."  The conference will 
include workshop sessions, informal interaction, 
and recreation.  This conference is limited to 100 
registrants.  Some lodging is available at Faith 
Builders, but most attendees will need to make 
other arrangements.  Registration is open online 
at www.fbep.org/tc.

Teachers Week offers inspiration, creative new 
ideas, and hands-on experience.   It features in-
depth topics, practical work sessions, targeted 
workshops, fellowship, and recreation.  General 
sessions this year focus on training the heart of 
the student by cultivating affections, training 
the will, shaping the mind, and moving from 
passion to purpose.  Split sessions focus on 
newer or experienced teachers.  Registration is 
open online at www.fbep.org/tw. 

This event offers encouragement to college 
students through workshops on current chal-
lenges to the Christian worldview, opportuni-
ties for small groups and prayer, and informal 
interaction with others who have experienced 
college education.  The Friday seminar is a one 
day seminar on "Developing a Christian Mind."  
The weekend retreat is a time of sessions, panel 
dicussions, and reflection.  Registration is open 
online at www.fbep.org/csr. 

 What do we mean by separation and non-
conformity? The historical Anabaptist church 
responded to the divine call to separate from 
the corruption of the world to follow God in holi-
ness. Sometimes our vision of nonconformity is 
seen as either negative or weak.  We have invited 
three men: Wendell Heatwole, Nathan Yoder, and 
Val Yoder to present on the topic.  We invite you 
to join the conversation.

This event will be anchored at the Meadville 
Hampton Inn with lodging and the evening ses-
sions hosted there.  While held simultaneously 
with Teachers Conference, the two events will 
be mostly separate.  Frank Reed will present two 
main sessions with ample time for discussion, 
networking, and relaxation, and a session specifi-
cally for administrators' wives.  The conference  is 
limited to 40 administrators.  Register online at 
www.fbep.org/acr.

Wednesday, 3/13: Ministries arrive and meet.  Sessions 
organized for similar ministries to discuss their fields of service.
thursday, 3/14: Non-profit seminar.  40 ministries meet for a day 
of sessions and training workshops.  Public welcome to attend 
through the day.  Public session in the evening.
Friday, 3/15: The public is invited to attend a day of workshops 
and ministry presentations concluding with a main session. 
 
School and church groups are invited to register for the open 
parts of the convention.  Interested businessmen may sponsor 
the event to decrease the cost for ministries.
 
Registering ministries contact: kyles@fbep.org
Registering groups contact: matthewm@fbep.org
Sponsoring businesses contact: srb@fbep.org

Colloquy | January 26, 2013

Administrators Conference | Oct. 12-14, 2012 Study Team in Turkey | July 1 - August 9, 2013

Teachers Conference | October 12-14, 2012

Teachers Week | July 31 - August 3, 2012

College Student Retreat | July 6-8, 2012 Conservative Anabaptist Ministry Convention | March 13-15, 2013

Faith Builders and Anabaptist Financial 
are hosting a ministry convention in 
Lancaster, PA, at Manor Church near 
Mountville.  Ministry convention will focus 
on conservative Anabaptist foreign and 
domestic ministries.  It seeks to bring 
together ministries, churches, youth, 
pastors, businessmen, and parents for two 
days of workshops and sessions.

Registration for the Study Team will begin on August 15, 2012.  
Contact us for an application or more information.



To H
ave and To H

old

All women deeply 
desire companion-
ship, security, and 
love.  Instead, they 
often experience 
deferred hope and 
bitter disappoint-
ment, whether single 
or married.  To Have 
and to Hold invites the 
woman who walks 
alone to embrace her 
design, identity, and 
purpose with joyful 
confidence.  It prom-
ises that every woman can receive a gift to have 
and to hold in her heart.  Since all women have 
similar longings, the gift in this book is for you! 

Faith Builders Resource Group is releasing To Have 
and to Hold in June 2012.  It is written by faculty 
member Sharon Yoder.
 

 Softcover, 272 pp. $10.99
Order 4+ copies by May 30 for free shipping.  

New Release from the Faith Builders 
Chorale!
 
This recording features a program 
presented on a tour of the western 
United States in the summer of 2011. 
The recording includes eighteen 
songs, ranging from the familiar 
“Praise God From Whom All Blessings 
Flow” to the newer “We Come.” 
The first grouping of songs follows the 

worship model found in Isaiah 6 where Isaiah saw a vision of God. 
Experiencing God’s power, holiness, and splendor caused Isaiah to 
renounce himself, pronouncing his own doom. Yet God reached 
across time and space to heal Isaiah and enable him to love and 
serve Him. In response, Isaiah offered himself completely to God. 

The second grouping of songs turns to look at Jesus who reveals 
Himself as the  Son of this same God of Isaiah, yet  as one meek and 
lowly, one who gives His very life for the world. We never look at 
Jesus and remain the same. To know Him, Jesus says, is to know the 
Father. To respond to Him is to be healed. These songs represent 
responses to this life-giving encounter.

Draw Up the Water will be available for shipment by May 30. Retail 
price is $14.99. Order two or more copies by May 30 and receive free 
shipping.

    D
raw Up the W

ater
 

                                   neW releases From resource group         

to order | call (877) 222-4769 | email clr@fbep.org | visit us at www.christianlearning.org

25 YeArs oF FAithbuilding
During the 1980’s, I followed with keen interest 

the newsletters circulated by brethren who were 
considering founding a conservative Mennonite 
college. With a multi-grade teaching/administra-
tion load and a growing family, I had little time to 
do more than read about it. Then that call came 
asking if I’d teach a class in reading instruction in 
Summer Term, 1988. We packed up and took our 
family to Kentucky for three weeks, beginning a 
part time involvement with Faith Builders that 
still continues. I served on the Advisory Council 
since 1992  and have had the privilege of teach-
ing Summer Term regularly since 1995. Two key 
themes I’ve noted over the years are stability and 
change, which together produce growth. 

From its early days, the Board envisioned a 
number of goals for FB, including:

1. Helping young Mennonite students 
ground themselves in the faith while they 
attend college. 

2. Offering short (summer) term classes in 
both practical and faith building topics 
such as Anabaptist history, teaching, and 
music.

3. Sponsoring a four-day institute for school 
teachers.

4. Developing a two-year apprenticeship 
program for training school teachers.

Today those four emphases continue, with 
the College Student Seminar/Retreat in July, the 

short terms in winter and summer, the August 
Teachers Week, and the two-year programs.

In its effort to be of service to the conserva-
tive Anabaptist community, Faith Builders has 
worked to keep in touch with the churches 
from which the students come. Both its Board 
and Advisory Council purposefully represent 
a number of groups, and in more recent years 
a Pastoral Council was organized to increase 
direction from ordained brethren. Teaching staff 
takes responsibility to communicate with pastors 
of year-round students. Public relations visits 
attempt to inform people in various geographic 
areas about  FB’s work. Suggestions, questions, 
and critiques are welcomed and taken seriously 
in program development. 

Every year brings some change at FB. In the 
first decade at Guys Mills, several work-study 
programs were pursued to provide opportuni-
ties for students to defray some tuition costs 
and develop practical skills while developing 
character and growing in faith. These included 
the operation of a Christian day school, bakery, 
woodworking shop, and personal care home. For 
a variety of reasons including expenses of opera-
tion, difficulty in staffing, failure to serve their 
intended purpose, and increasing government 
regulations, all but the school were dropped. 

In addition to steady renovations of the build-
ing, many of the changes at FB involve new 
programs. Academic programs have broadened 

to include a General Studies and 
Christian Ministries track. Pub-
lishing ventures have produced 
a book on nonresistance and an 
elementary history curriculum. 
Colloquies and fall and spring 
workshops provide further op-
portunities to consider practical 
Anabaptism in today’s circum-
stances. 

Visiting FB today, one can iden-
tify the founding goals at work- a 
serious attempt to disciple head, 
heart, and hands for the work 
of the kingdom today. Commit-
ment to those goals coupled with 
necessary changes has produced 
growth.  To be successful in the 
next twenty-five years, Faith 
Builders will need to continue to 
work hard at keeping in touch 
with the churches involved so 
that we can fulfill our mission of 
serving the conservative Anabap-
tist community.

Jonas Sauder
FBTI Instructor



Weddings
 » Lori Yoder & Durrel Eby - 4/14

Births
 » Jeremy & Diane (Riehl) Sauder, first child and daughter, 

Cheyna Opal 3/15
 » Myron & Rosina (Mast) Miller, third child and third daughter, 

Karina Joy 4/4

personnel needs
 » One domestics volunteer willing to serve a one-year term 

beginning August, 2012.  Domestics volunteers provide a 
clean, pleasant environment for staff, students, and guests.  
Work activities include general cleaning, housekeeping, and 
interior decorating. In addition, volunteers will have time to 
help in the kitchen or the elementary classrooms in Faith 
Builders Christian School. 

 » We are accepting applications for a full-time paid network 
administrator.  This person would be responsible for the 
management and support of the Faith Builders computer 
network.  Applicants should demonstrate the ability to plan 
and implement solutions, provide end-user support, and 
oversee technical services. This job is based on the Faith 
Builders campus in Guys Mills, PA.

 » One volunteer for a one-year term in the kitchen.  This po-
sition opens in August.  Cooking experience is helpful but 
not necessary.

 » Christian Learning Resource, the campus bookstore at Faith 
Builders, is seeking a volunteer. Responsibilities include 

customer service, order fulfillment, inventory management, 
and marketing. Experience in customer service and sales 
is desirable but not required. This position is more than a 
clerical role.  It gives the opportunity to exercise initiative 
by envisioning ways to increase the effectiveness of the 
store. The term begins in August, 2012, and is a minimum 
of one year, preferably two years. For more information, 
please contact Matthew Mast at matthewm@fbep.org or 
814-789-4518, ext 403.

Farewell to...
 » Desirée Brubaker, TAP graduate
 » Jordan Hege, one-year Christian Ministries student
 » Merle and Amy Herr, Scholarship Services Coordinators
 » Anne Hilty, TAP graduate
 » Lucas Hilty, one-year non-track student
 » Kathleen Kauffman, Domestics Volunteer
 » Benjamin Mast, General Studies graduate
 » Sarah Miller, MAP graduate
 » Patrick Mullet, FBCS teacher, Grades 3&4
 » Joy Rotelle, TAP graduate
 » David Sarraino, TAP graduate
 »    C.S., one-year non-track student
 » Daniel Smoker, TAP graduate
 » Daniel Yoder, Maintenance Volunteer 

neWs From Faith Builders

from their diverse backgrounds 
and through their knowledge of 
Scripture and history. Their life 
stories inspired me, challenged 
my preconceived notions of 
church life, and pushed me to 
reconsider my reactions. 

My experiences with these 
men and others shaped for 
me what the Faith Builders 
experience really embodies- 
teachers from a variety of 
backgrounds sharing their 
experiences, knowledge, and 
faith in ways that change people 
for life. I am most grateful.

Brandon Mullet
FBTI Instructor

liFe-shAping experiences
In 1989 I was fresh out of college and 25 

years old. I desperately wanted to teach at an 
institution like Faith Builders, so I felt fortunate 
to be invited to teach at Summer Term that year. 
It was the beginning of a long-term relationship 
with FB.

Reflecting on those years, I am most grateful 
for the people I came to know. Traveling to 
other communities for those early summer 
terms to teach and study with people I had 
never met before proved to be a wonderful 
opportunity. Instructors shared their visions 
and callings; motivated, committed students 
opened their lives. I developed lifelong 
friendships with people in both groups that 
I cherish to this day.  Together they form a 
rich kaleidoscope of vision, personalities, 
gifting, and backgrounds that has enriched 
my experience profoundly. I will mention only 
several Instructors.

Duane Tucker, a science teacher from 
Pennsylvania, loved botany and had a gift 
for making profound observations in simple 
language. Hiking through a woods or enjoying 
a discussion of Anabaptist history were 
entertaining and educational activities if Duane 
was involved. His wry, incisive wit revealed the 
depth of his astute observations and sharpened 
his many stories of teaching and church life.

Dale Heisey brought a tremendous passion 

for the gospel and a searingly pristine vision 
for true faith and discipleship. He taught and 
modeled an absolute commitment to Christ 
in the classroom and on the mission field. I will 
never forget the way his whole body shook with 
intensity as he spoke of Jesus and the kingdom 
of God.

Laverne Bigelow, a former Baptist 
pastor, helped me recognize my Reformed 
understanding of salvation and gave me 
books to read when I left for home. He helped 
me understand too that faith involves more 
than the mind, that all our human capacities 
can be engaged in loving and knowing God. 
In conversations with him, I made significant 
strides out of an entrenched skepticism.

Edward Gish, a German Baptist minister 
from Modesto, California, wrote for CLP, taught 
school, and traveled occasionally with CLP 
for their workshops. His background in civil 
engineering enhanced his remarkable catalog 
of experiences and interests. A gifted storyteller, 
his accounts of engineering projects, almond 
harvests, and hikes in the mountains with 
school children were always engaging. 

Each of these men introduced me to 
books, ideas, and perspectives I had never 
encountered before. Listening to their sermons 
and experiences, I gained a deep appreciation 
for the richness of the Anabaptist heritage, both 
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FAith builders 
educAtionAl progrAMs

28500 Guys Mills Road
Guys Mills, PA 16327

Address Service Requested

“Discipling the head, heart, and hands”

summer term 2012 | June 25 – July 27, 2012
 » Visit www.fbep.org/st for more information.

college student seminar and retreat | July 5-8, 2012
 » Registration for this weekend is open online at www.fbep.org/cssr.

teachers Week 2012 | July 31-august 3, 2012
 » Registration is open online at www.fbep.org/tw.

Fall semester begins | august 20, 2012 

teachers conference 2012 | october 12-14, 2012
 » Registration is open online at www.fbep.org/tc.

administrators conference & retreat | october 12-14, 2012
 » Registration is open online at www.fbep.org/acr.

colloquy | January 26, 2013

ministry convention | march 13-15, 2013

study team in turkey | July 1 - august 9, 2013

upcoming events

the old freezer room undergoing transformation to a multi-purpose room

visit us on the web at www.fbep.org

contact us...
	 By phone 814-789-4518
	 By Fax 814-789-3396
	 By e-mail fbep@fbep.org
	 By mail 28500 Guys Mills Rd
   Guys Mills, PA 16327


