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Markers of time, like the end of
another year, invite us to step outside
of our daily routines. As we accept this
invitation, our thoughts move from the
what of our existence to why and ought
questions.
Why do we do what we do? What
should we be doing?

This issue of the Faith Builders
newsletter is an annual effort to reflect
on what we are doing. Our annual
board and council meetings in August
are often occupied with what we should
be doing and why. During this year’s
meetings, the Faith Builders Board
and Administration agreed to three
priorities as we move forward.
Faith Builders will continue to pursue
a positive counter-cultural vision for
education that takes seriously our
place in historic Christianity and
conservative Anabaptism. It is our

prayer to live out a vision for education
that draws from the rich resources of
our Christian heritage rather than the
prevailing educational expectations and
methods. To this end, we will continue
to explore innovative opportunities for
investing in our people in ways that
fit who we are and what we value as
conservative Anabaptist followers of
Christ.

Faith Builders will intentionally pursue
high standards of quality in the training
opportunities it makes available. We
intend to offer course work that is
broadly accepted as college-level by
the academic community. We do not
intend, however, to place ourselves
under the authority of academic
accrediting bodies because of our third
priority.
Faith Builders will operate under the
authority of the church. We believe the
church is the focus of God’s work in

new arrival!
We're pleased to offer this new
album to others who enjoy men's
singing and choral excellence!
"Called, Forgiven, Blessed" features
a selection of old and new favorites.
Order your Heart & Voice CD from
Christian Learning Resource:
christianlearning.org

(814) 789-4769

the world. Any legitimacy a Christian
school has is derived from the authority
of the church. To this end, we commit
to building bridges with the churches
and leaders in the Faith Builders
constituency. We commit to a board
that includes trusted representatives
of conservative Anabaptist churches.
We commit to listening carefully to
our Pastoral Council and Advisory
Council. We also commit to cultivating
relationships with the supporting
churches of Faith Builders.
May the Lord enable and establish the
work of our hands.

Steven Brubaker
Administrator
srb@fbep.org

NEW DEVELOPMENTS AT FB
2019 WAS A YEAR OF SIGNIFICANT FOCUS AND GROWTH IN THREE SPECIFIC AREAS

Ministry
apprenticing
In the last years, we felt the need
to reimagine the apprenticing
components of the Christian
Ministry and General Studies
programs. We came to the
consensus that we should shift
from the previous broad exposure
to many types of ministry to more
in-depth practices of a few specific,
universal skills of ministry.
We developed three courses to
teach universal skills of ministry:
Intentional Servanthood
(identifying and meeting needs),
Teaching the Bible (teaching
it in various contexts), and
Cross-Cultural Communication
(conversing with people different
from ourselves). We introduced
these new courses in Fall Semester
of 2019.

shapes the whole
person by learning
and practicing skills
beside experienced
Kingdom workers

On either end of the apprenticing
process, we incorporated a
foundational introduction and a
final capstone experience. These
elements had existed in our
previous apprenticing model but
have now been blended into a
more cohesive unit.
Ministry apprenticing culminates
during students’ second year when
they have opportunity to practice
the three universal skills by serving
an internship. This capstone
experience is a five-week term in
a ministry of their choice. Previous
interns have served in summer
camps, Iraq, Haiti, Sacramento, CA,
and State College, PA.
We plan to continue to develop,
adjust, and grow aspects of our
apprenticing requirements to
equip students better for a lifetime
of service.

Building Blocks of
Two-Year Ministry Apprenticing
Ministry Internship

Intentional
Servanthood

Teaching the Bible

Cross-Cultural
Communication

Foundations of Servanthood

Servant
Institute
During the past year, the seventeen
men enrolled in Servant Institute
continued their course of
personal development and group
instruction.
At seminars held in April and
October, they focused on building
positive group structures and
clarifying purpose both personally
and in their organizations. They
also studied historical theology
and practiced the skills of reading,
writing, and speaking. The entire
group gathered for general
sessions, and smaller groups met
for instruction tailored to their roles
in churches, schools, and nonprofit
organizations.
At the peer meetings held in
January and in the summer,
the men gathered in groups for
teaching and group discipleship.

trains leaders in
skills and attitudes
to serve their
communities
effectively

Between meetings, participants
maintained weekly habits of
reading, writing, and other work
related to their leadership roles.
Regular phone calls with their
mentors and emails with their small
group enabled them to connect
meaningfully at events. One
mentor wrote, “It seemed that our
men shared at a deeper level about
their struggles and challenges as a
result of knowing each other better
through the phone calls and…
correspondence.”
Our goal is that the participants
in Servant Institute develop and
maintain hearts of integrity and
hands of skill (Psa. 78:72). We invite
your prayers for the faithfulness
of the participants, mentors, and
instructors.

MENTORING LEADERS
Mentoring connects each man with
a small group of peers and mentors
in a focused effort of discipleship.
Mentoring offers an opportunity to
deepen committment to God and
His people.

Living history
weavings
Less than 10% of the world’s people
live in North America and Western
Europe. Yet it is difficult for many
of us to imagine life on the other
side of the world. In our schools,
we usually focus on the history
of Western civilization. While this
emphasis is understandable, it
serves to increase the distance we
feel from the majority of the world’s
people.
With a small team of writers and
developers, Faith Builders Resource
Group is developing Weavings, a
fifth- and sixth-grade history and
social studies curriculum. Weavings
introduces students to the cultures
and history of Africa, Asia, and

MULTIPLE
STRANDS
In each Weavings
unit, students learn
about history,
geography, culture,
and stories of the
church in major
regions of the world.

teaches history to
grades 5 & 6 with
living stories of
God's work in
the world

Eastern Europe. Together, these
regions are home to more than 70%
of the world’s population. Through
images, stories, primary documents,
and atlases, students encounter
not only the famous political
figures of the past. They also meet
missionaries and servants whose
hard work and faithfulness changed
millions of lives.
This year, we are testing one level
of the curriculum with students
at Faith Builders Christian School.
We look forward to offering the
curriculum to more schools in the
future and pray for wisdom and
ability as we pursue this goal.

2018-2019 EVENTS & TERMS
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winter term

School Administrators Conference

College Student weekend

summer term

Servant institute

apprenticing term

December 31- February 1, 2019

January 17-19, 2019

July 5-7, 2019

June 24-July 26, 2019

October, january

August 19-September 13, 2019

Winter Term 2019 was a delightful
intersection of students, class
topics, and instructor personalities.
Guest instructors included Chris
Stoltzfus, Gary Miller, Carolyn
Roth, Allen Roth, and Brandon
Byler. We are grateful for the 103
students who took two to five
weeks of their winter to focus on
spiritual development. We hope the
conversations from Winter Term will
continue to reverberate in the lives
of our students as they serve in their
local communities.

Three school principals offered these main sessions organized around the theme
“Strengthening Anabaptist Schools.”

College Student Weekend gives students an opportunity to
discuss and reflect on their post-secondary experience in a
supportive environment. Ultimately, our goal is to nurture
a faithful, reverent pursuit of learning that deepens love for
God and equips us for service.

Seventy-six teachers re-tooled during our five-week Summer
Term. They invested in their professional development
through focused study, cross-pollination with fellow
practitioners, and interaction with instructors. Courses
included Principles of Teaching, Child Development, and
Science for the Non-Scientist, among others. We hope
many schools, families, and churches will be blessed by the
investment of these committed teachers.

This year, we introduced Servant
Institute. Several participants’
wives enrolled in an optional
mentoring and development
course. We plan to hold a final
seminar in July 2020, bringing
the number of seminars to five
and completing the inaugural
two-year program.

Every Fall Semester begins with four weeks of
hands-on training we call Apprenticing Term.

courses included
Reading the Bible
Church Planting
Anabaptism as a Worldview
Understanding Muslims
Women of Faith
Kingdom-Centered Business
Historical Theology
Growing into a Godly Woman
Beginning Choral Conducting
Music Fundamentals
Class Voice
Knowing God
The Sermon on the Mount

• Making the Main Thing the Main Thing: How Do Schools Get (or Stay)
Authentically Christian? (Arlyn Nisly)
• What Public Schools Get Right ( Joshua Good)

• Captain, Helmsman and Watchman: Leading your School with Foresight and
Purpose (Kevin Groff )
Steven Brubaker led the administrators in a work session titled “Finding the Voice of
Our Schools.” Barb Coblentz spoke to their wives on “Staying in Love with a Busy
Husband.” Thirty-seven administrators attended the conference.

reach
March 21-22, 2019

The College Student Weekend emphasizes small-group
interaction, providing support, guidance, and prayer for
attendees.
The weekend also features presentations by speakers who
have worked in higher education and are committed to
faith in Christ within an Anabaptist congregation. Speakers
included Jonas Sauder, Wendell Glick, G.C. Waldrep,
John Mark Kuhns, Phillip Martin, Ryan Hoover, and Kyle
Stoltzfus.

Current participants and staff
support our plan for a second
group to begin Servant Institute
in October 2020.

TEACHERS CONFERENCE

Forty-three Anabaptist college students attended this
weekend of lectures, discussion groups, and relaxed
interaction. We seek to support and encourage them in this
critical period of their lives.

A church leader who attended REACH 2019 wrote,
“One of the biggest things that stood out to me is
the sense of energy I felt in the realization that we
are in this together, that I am part of something
bigger, something broader than my little church, my
little ministry. Of course we know this: we know that
God’s work is much bigger than us, but I felt that in a
very tangible way at REACH.”

Key numbers

October 11-13, 2019

TEachers week
July 31-August 3, 2018

Attendees.....................2,277
Thursday..................1,369
Friday.......................2,027
Ministry displays............... 52
Breakout sessions.............. 96
Speakers........................... 61
Ministry presentations...... 83

Heart and voice
November 8-10, 2019
The Heart and Voice weekend inspires men to lead their families and
churches in worshiping God with beautiful music. This event grew
out of a love of men’s music and a desire to give men an opportunity
to sing challenging music with capable singers.

Key numbers
Attendees.............................346
Presenters..............................29
Breakout sessions............... ....42
Workshops......................... ....11
Meals served......................3,397

Faith Builders Educational Programs

Wendell Glick (Meadville, PA)
presented three talks on the
theme "Nurturing the Practice
of Childlikeness." Deep dive
presentations allowed attendees
to explore topics in depth, such
as beekeeping, rock collecting,
and star gazing. Breakout
sessions provided various
aspects of teachers' professional
development.

Forty-three men, ages 20-60, gave two programs hosted at Faith
Mennonite Church (Wellesley, ON) and Countryside Mennonite
Church (Wallenstein, ON).
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Teacher apprentices worked early mornings, long
days, and late nights developing lesson plans and
assisting in launching a new school year at Faith
Builders Christian School.

First-year ministry apprentices focused on hands-on
ministry in the local community while second-year
students worked on their communication skills with
varied segments of the local community. During
the final week of Apprenticing Term, second-year
ministry apprentices spent three days ministering in
South Carolina prisons. This served as a final test of
their work in developing communication that crosses
cultural boundaries.

PERSONNEL
Carlin & Kayleen Atkinson
IT coordinator

Tina Beachy
Living History writer

Glen & Ellie Jantzi
houseparents

Yvonne King
FBCS aide

John Mark and Desirée Kuhns (Nevaeh, Shane, Asher)
FBCS teacher

Julene Bender
FBCS secretary

Irene Bontrager
librarian

Steven and Cynthia Brubaker (Courtney)
FBEP administrator

Piper Burdge
FBCS teacher, Living History writer

Paul Byler
men's dean, maintenance asst.

John & Barb Coblentz
campus pastor

2019-2020 Training Instititute students in Teacher Apprenticing, Christian Ministry, & General Studies programs

Lucas & Anne Hilty (Judson, Elliot, George)
Resource Group project manager

Benjie Hostetler
bookstore volunteer

Sheldon & Joann Kauffman (Annie, Sara, Christian, Katy)
operations administrator

Luella Kropf
housekeeping volunteer

Barbara Lapp
FBCS teacher

Jordan & Laura Lehman
bookstore manager

Kyle & Joy Lehman (Colin)
FBCS teacher

Melvin & Shelia Lehman
instructor

Marilyn Martin
FBCS teacher

Janelle Mast
kitchen supervisor

Matthew & Larisa Mast (Karlin, Adrian, Annaliese)
Resource Group administrator

Vivian Mast, receptionist,
scholarship coordinator

Gerald & Cathy Miller (Brendan, Kara, Tyler, André, Alex)
FBCS administrator

Jaran Miller
Resource Group assistant

Jerry Miller
maintenance volunteer

Lucy Miller
bookkeeper

Brandon & Marie Mullet
instructor, dean of students

Liz Plank
kitchen volunteer

Stephen Russell
instructor

Anne Stoltzfus
housekeeping volunteer

Kyle & Marlene Stoltzfus (Elia, Devin, Charlotte)
academic dean

Bethany Thompson
kitchen volunteer

Glendon and Starla Strickler (Sierra, Janae, Brooke, Erika, Brendon)
FBTI administrator

Katrina Weaver, ladies' dean,
housekeeping supervisor

Anita Yoder
communications assistant

Hannah Yoder
kitchen volunteer

Anna Zehr
FBCS teacher

FAITH BUILDERS
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
112

students,
grades
1-12

50

NEW AT FAITH BUILDERS
Welcome to our volunteers

new students at Faith Builders

Bookstore
»»Benjie Hostetler

Teacher Apprenticing
»» Kerra Martin
»» Brendan Miller
»» Mary Beth Riehl
»» Andrew Roth
»» Katie Sauder
»» Travis Shetler
»» Melanie Yoder
»» Rhonda Zimmerman

Housekeeping
»»Luella Kropf
»»Anne Stoltzfus

Kitchen
»»Liz Plank
»»Bethany Thompson
»»Hannah Yoder

families

Maintenance
»»Jerry Miller

RENOVATION

Projects completed
• Remodeled main office area in the center section
• Installed LED lights and new carpet in the chapel
• Built brick monument signs at the main entrances and
installed directional signposts along the driveways
• Remodeled men’s dorm 306 (formerly “tornado room")
• Replaced the porch roof near the library with standing
seam metal
Projects planned
• Build porch roofs over the two doors at the front of the
center section
• Replace the aging shingle roof on the west wing
(FBCS) roof with a new metal roof
• Replace or refinish the cafeteria hardwood floor
• Renovate the little gym area into a student commons

BOOK STORE

Christian Learning Resource is committed to nurturing
families and churches by offering trustworthy resources.
To that end, we stock books for home and school libraries,
resources on church history and theology, materials to nurture
discipleship, and recorded choral music.
In addition, the bookstore sells Living History Threads, a
history curriculum for Grades 1-4, and fulfills orders for
business resources developed by Stewardship Resources.

winter term

General Studies
»» Bethany Edmunson
»» Luke Hochstetler
»» Conrad Miller
»» Richard Stoltzfus
»» Hannah Waldner

EVENTS IN 2020

administrators conference and retreat

January 6 - February 7

January 30 - February 1

We intend Winter Term for a wide range of students,
young and old, in various callings and walks of life.
Students can attend as few as two weeks or the entire
five-week term. Full-time Faith Builders instructors
join church and mission leaders with teaching
experience to equip students for faithful service.

This conference for school administrators focuses on the
theme “Vision that Sustains.” In the main sessions, longterm educators and pastors Clayton Shenk and Melvin
Lehman will recount ways they have seen God work
through Christian education.

We're grateful for nearly-full enrollement in 2020!

Find the course schedule, course descriptions, and
applications at fbep.org/wt.

be a student for a day!
April 2- 4

Come explore Faith Builders! We welcome high school
seniors and other young people to attend this one-day
event and experience a day in the life of a Faith Builders
student.
Registration includes free meals and lodging.

Register online at fbep.org/open-house.
Faith Builders Educational Programs, Inc.

Christian Ministries
»» Bethany Beiler
»» Cara Beiler
»» Lynelle Brubaker
»» Ryan Brubaker
»» Laura Burkholder
»» Karen Hershberger
»» Timothy Kurtz
»» Bethanie Lichty
»» Caleb Mast
»» Alexis Miller
»» Simon Stoltzfus
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The Administrators Conference 2020 offers content
designed to inspire and encourage attendees to invest
deeply in the work of Christian education.

Fifteen spaces remain. Register online at fbep.org/acr.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
INCOME AND EXPENSES

BALANCE SHEET

July 2018 - June 2019

As of June 30, 2019

Income
Operations Donations...........................................408,885.95
Capital Project Donations.....................................308,823.60
Scholarship Donations....................................... 4,297,105.47
Special Event & Project Income............................287,952.90
Tuition...................................................................636,203.30
Fees .......................................................................410,979.77
Lodging.................................................................130,434.83
Meals.....................................................................145,533.78
Bookstore Sales......................................................210,145.53
FBCS Fundraisers...................................................51,710.89
Interest.....................................................................65,537.20
Other Income..........................................................22,681.53
Total Income.............................................................. 6,975,994.75
Cost of Goods Sold
Bookstore...............................................................142,445.24
Scholarships........................................................4,283,628.24
Student Discounts...................................................15,197.86
Total Cost of Goods Sold........................................... 4,441,271.34
Gross Profit...............................................................2,534,723.41
Expense
		Labor..........................................................1,216,978.65
		Administrative.................................................43,287.82
		Community Contributions................................9,943.27
		Equipment.......................................................21,881.89
		FBCS Fundraising...........................................20,450.05
		Food.................................................................95,857.62
		Furnishings........................................................9,456.31
		Insurance.........................................................25,177.33
		Maintenance....................................................63,002.49
		
Postage & Delivery..........................................18,165.03
		Printing............................................................33,324.32
		Resources.........................................................31,755.53
		Services............................................................36,905.33
		Staff Development...........................................10,473.09
		Student Activities............................................11,619.94
		Supplies...........................................................40,665.78
		
Travel & Events.............................................216,438.94
		Utilities............................................................67,327.94
		Depreciation....................................................91,241.07
Total Expense.....................................................2,063,952.40
Net Income...................................................................470,771.01
Annual audit conducted by Mattern CPA, LLC, an independent firm in
Emlenton, PA.

ASSETS
Current Assets
		
Cash & Equivalents...................................... 518,602.72
		Scholarship Cash........................................1,908,653.72
		Accounts Receivable....................................... 32,229.20
		
Student Loans Receivable............................... 97,043.17
		Inventory...................................................... 127,080.88
		
Other Current Assets..................................... 19,987.24
Total Current Assets...........................................2,703,596.93
Other Assets
		
Equipment, Furniture & Fixtures................... 52,266.45
		
Building & Building Improvements...........1,590,191.51
		
Land & Land Improvements........................ 171,108.89
		Miscellaneous Assets...................................... 56,079.75
Total Other Assets..............................................1,869,646.60
TOTAL ASSETS.................................................... 4,573,243.53
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
		Accounts Payable............................................ 23,303.00
		
Resource Group Deferred Revenue................ 26,605.00
		
Scholarship Deferred Revenue...................1,907,098.50
		Payroll Liabilities............................................ 15,627.26
		
Other Current Liabilities ................................. 3,074.48
Total Liabilities...................................................1,975,708.24
Total Equity........................................................2,597,535.29
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY....................4,573,243.53

BOARD AND COUNCILS
board

advisory council

Richard Bean
Darrell Hershberger
Dwight Kratzer
Matt Landis
Wayne Martin
Gary Miller
Linford Weaver
James Yoder
Keith Zimmerman

James Beachy
Javan Bender
Steve Burkholder
Anthony Gingerich
Nathan Good
Lamar High
Tyler Hochstetler
Linford Horst
Lowell Miller
John Perfect
Dave Rotelle
Daniel Rutt
Jonas Sauder
Byran Smucker
Marvin Weaver
Dan Ziegler
Nathan Zimmerman

pastoral council
Ernest Hochstetler
Laban Kaufman
John Miller
Ronald Miller
Ron Shantz
Timothy Stoltzfus

Faith Builders Educational Programs, Inc.

PARTNER WITH US
CURRENT NEEDS
Financial need
The services provided by Faith Builders generate around 2/3
of the funds needed to operate. We depend on donors for
the remaining 1/3. We see this as a significant way to stay
accountable to and connected with the people we seek to serve.
Operational donations ( July 1 - Dec. 31)............... $215,000
Servant Institute Sponsorship.................................... $16,000
1st Year Student Scholarships*................................ $122,000
2nd Year Student Scholarships*................................ $122,000
*We work with interested parties to set up scholarships
serving specific geographical areas, church groups, and other
designations. Please contact us for more information.
FBTI scholarship fund
These scholarship funds are awarded to help reduce the cost for
two-year institute students.
Funds distributed Currently available
2019-2020
2020-2021
$192,000

$168,000

Regular donations make
the work of Faith Builders possible.

Our goal is to train students for lifelong service. Would you like to help us
equip our students?
Could you consider giving $20 to FB
every month?
You can become a pledge donor by
using the enclosed envelope, or visit
fbep.org/giving to set up a regular
donation.

Target for
2020-2021
$244,000

ou
y
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PLANNED GIVING
the vision
The end of the calendar year prompts
many people to review their financial
situation and the charitable gifts they
have made throughout the year. Planning
wisely for year-end giving can provide tax
benefits for the donor while providing
needed financial resources for recipient
charities.

Of course, reducing taxes is not an
adequate motivation alone for giving
to charity. Giving that honors the
Lord must come from a perspective of
gratitude and worship. But as faithful
stewards, we should utilize available
opportunities to maximize the amount we
can give to the Lord’s work.
There are several opportunities to
consider when planning year-end
charitable gifts.
Issue 134 - Winter 2019

Agricultural Commodities
By contributing grain or livestock to a
charity, farmers can avoid recognizing the
sale of the product as income, while the
production costs may still be deductible
as expenses. This generally provides more
tax savings than selling the commodities
and giving cash from the proceeds. The
tax advantages generally apply to donors
who are active producers.
Appreciated Assets
Real estate, mutual fund shares, or stocks
often appreciate significantly in value
during the owner’s lifetime. Donating
all or part of such assets to a charity
generates an income tax deduction and
reduces the loss of proceeds to capital
gains tax, often resulting in a greater
donation to the charity than would be
possible from a simple cash gift after the
sale.

A Charitable Gift Fund
A charitable gift fund allows donors
to make a tax-deductible gift now and
decide which churches or charities will
benefit from the gift throughout the
following year. This is particularly useful
for donors who have a one-time tax or
income event that generates a substantial
gift. In addition, this tool can be used to
make gifts of appreciated assets such as
mutual fund shares, farm commodities, or
real estate.

For more information, contact
Matthew Mast:
814-789-4518 ext. 240
matthewm@fbep.org
This summary is intended for informational purposes and should
be used only for preliminary guidance. You should consult your
accountant or tax advisor to determine the best fit for your
situation. The services of an attorney are required to draft and
execute any necessary legal documents. Anabaptist Foundation
provides planned giving services for Faith Builders.

Faith Builders
Educational Programs
28527 Guys Mills Road
Guys Mills, PA 16327

Address Service Requested

Faith Builders exists to prepare students for joyful,
humble, Christlike service in God's Kingdom.

PARTNER WITH US!

details inside back cover

EVENTS IN 2020

Join us for 2-year studies!
Faith builders offers a path to a college degree. After

Winter Term 2020 | January 6 - February 7

Faith Builders offers rigorous course work, apprenticing, and discipleship
in the 2-year study programs.We seek to serve the conservative
Anabaptist community by equipping teachers and Kingdom workers in
every vocation.

Administrators Conference and Retreat | January 30 - February 1

two years at the Institute, our graduates have enrolled at universities
and completed bachelor’s degrees in as few as four or five additional
semesters.

We are now accepting applications for studies beginning in August 2020!
Find more information and begin applying at fbep.org/academics/
semester.

We are grateful for nearly-full enrollment for Winter Term 2020!
Find the course schedule, course descriptions, and application at
fbep.org/wt.
This annual retreat helps administrators build vision for their
schools and become effective leaders. Fifteen spaces remain.

Open House | april 2 - 4

Be a Faith Builders student for a day! We welcome you to
attend classes and activities to experience a normal day at Faith
Builders. Register at fbep.org/open-house.

FBti commencement | May 23

At commencement, 18 students plan to complete their tracks of
study and disperse to serve in the Kingdom!

summer term |June 30 - July 31

Summer Term helps teachers gain effective teaching skills while
developing as whole people. Application opens in the spring.

Teachers week |August 4 - 7

This week of content-focused workshops and work sessions
provides practical tools for new and experienced teachers.
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