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2018 AnnuAl RepoRt
In the middle of Job’s extended 
response to his three friends is a 
meditation that seems to belong in 
proverbs or even the psalms.  The 
passage begins with these words: 
“Surely there is a mine for silver, and 
a place for gold that they refine.” Job 
goes on for a while, describing man’s 
remarkable ability to find metal ore in 
remote areas. However, we discover 
Job’s real interest when he asks, “But 
where shall wisdom be found?” We 
know how to find silver hidden in the 
earth, but do we know where to find 
wisdom?  

Job first answers in the negative:
• Wisdom is not found among  
  those who are alive 
•	 It	is	not	found	deep	in	the	earth 
•	 It	is	not	found	in	the	ocean 
•	 It	is	not	found	where	you	buy		
  things–even where you buy really  
  expensive things

The contrasting images are vivid: man 
leaves no stone unturned in his search 
for precious metals. on the other hand, 

he seems incapable of finding wisdom, 
which is much more valuable than gold 
or diamonds.

Job asks again, “From where does 
wisdom come?” And then he paints an 
even bleaker picture. “It is hidden from 
the eyes of all living.” 

Are we finished? Is the answer that 
there is no answer? Is it true that the 
ability to find wisdom is beyond us? 

There is one more place to look: God. 
God, Job says, knows the way. He has 
the map, and He will let us see the map. 
Job saw the map and he said it says, 
“Behold, the fear of the lord, that is 
wisdom, and to turn away from evil is 
understanding.” 

The fear of the lord: 
•	 There	is	a	God	and	I	am	not	Him 
•		He	is	who	He	is	and	I	do	not	get		
 to make Him the way I want Him 
•	 There	are	rules	and	I	do	not	get	to		
 change them 
•	 I	can	make	some	choices	but	I	do		
 not determine the consequences

	 •	 Obedience	is	non-negotiable 
•	 The	only	path	that	leads	to		
 wisdom turns from evil

The fear of the lord is not a posture of 
paralysis or escape. It is a posture of the 
bowed head and bent knee, reflecting 
an inner disposition of yieldedness to 
His greatness, His holiness, and His 
love. It is this posture of yieldedness 
that	opens	the	door	to	an	all-
consuming love for God. 

We live in a world that has lost its way. 
Its maps do not lead to wisdom. The 
wise among us still use the ancient map 
oriented by the fear of the lord. 

Another year has passed.  We offer this 
annual report as a way to stay accountable 
and accessible to those who partner with us 
in the work of Faith Builders. We invite 
and welcome your questions, cautions, 
concerns, and encouragement.

Steven Brubaker
Administrator 
srb@fbep.org
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winter term
January 1 - February 2, 2018

Winter term 2018 was designed to encourage students of 
all ages. Guest instructors included Gary Miller, collier 
Berkshire, edsel Burdge, ernest eby and Dave Yoder. We 
are grateful for the 70 students who took two to five weeks 
of their winter to focus on growing spiritually. It is our hope 
that the conversations from Winter term will live on by 
inspiring fresh vision that will bless church communities 
across the globe.  

2017-2018 eventS & teRMS
School Administrators Conference 
January 25-27, 2018

The Administrators conference develops practical skills 
and builds lasting relationships for administrators serving 
in conservative Anabaptist schools. Richie lauer (Hillsville, 
vA) presented three sessions designed to help administrators 
lead their schools in the process of developing clarity in 
the various aspects of the school. Steven Brubaker led the 
administrators in a work session on envisioning the attitudes 
and skills they desire in their graduates, and Dorcas Smucker 
(Harrisburg, oR) spoke to the ladies on “The power of 
Influence.”

In 2018, 55 administrators and 41 wives attended the 
conference. The schools led by these administrators serve 
approximately 3,675 students.

 Faith Builders Educational Programs

cOLLEGE STUDENT weekend
July 6-8, 2018

Scripture teaches us not to pursue knowledge for selfish ambition. However, 
growth in knowledge is essential to christian growth and maturity. All 
study should bring us to greater humility and knowledge of Jesus. The 
college Student Weekend assists students in their growth and learning. 
We	aim	to	nurture	faithful,	God-honoring	learning	that	deepens	love	for	
God and equips for service. The speakers have demonstrated faithfulness to 
christ in their pursuit of education.

Forty-one	Anabaptist	college	students	attended	this	weekend	of	lectures,	
discussion groups, and relaxed interaction. We were reminded that many 
attendees live with significant pressures that diverge from their families and 
churches, and we seek to support and encourage them in this critical period.

Topics included
 The Place of Faith in an Academic Setting
 Ethical Issues in Science
 Learning: Gaining Wisdom or Accumulating Technique?
 Practicing Medicine with the Great Physician as Our Example
 Truth, Beauty, and Goodness

“I would come every year 
if I could! It's so good to 
be with other people who 

understand what I deal with 
every day in college."

“We came in on empty this 
week and we left full. We 
came in feeling weighted 

down and left feeling 
blessed and with new 

perspective.” 

courses included
Reading the Bible
Understanding Abuse
Music Fundamentals
Life & Leadership for Men
Marriage & Mothering
Developing as a Servant
An Introduction to Apologetics
Anabaptism as a Worldview
Historical Theology
Two Centuries of American  

 Mennonite Thought
Cross-Cultural Communication &   

 Understanding
Growing into a Godly Woman
The Kingdom of God
Menno Simons Seminar



2017-2018 eventS & teRMS
summer term
June 25- July 27, 2018

Summer	Term	2018	was	a	time	of	re-tooling	for	the	48	teachers	who	made	Faith	Builders	their	five-week	summer	destination.	
teachers invested in their professional development through focused study. courses included principles of teaching,  child 
Development, and plato’s Republic, among others. our hope is that many communities will be blessed throughout the year by the 
investment of these committed teachers.

TEachers week
July 31-August 3, 2018

Inspirational presentations and practical workshops at teachers Week helped to energize and equip teachers for the school year. 
Along with content related to the skills of teaching, the teachers Week program emphasized the teacher as a whole person. 

General sessions pointed teachers to the importance of spiritual development. John coblentz spoke on “The Age of the ichristian: 
Finding our Way Through the Maze of technology.” 

travis Zook spoke to newer teachers on “Sketch of a Servant teacher,” while Arlyn nisly spoke to more experienced teachers on 
“The	Influence	of	the	Spiritually-Disciplined	Teacher.”

Key numbers
Attendees ....................348
Presenters ....................29
Breakout sessions .........45
Workshops ...................10
States/provinces
         represented ..........30
Meals served ................3,270
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Heart and voice
November 16-19, 2018

The Heart and voice weekend inspires men to lead their 
families and churches in worshiping God with beautiful 
music. This event grew out of a love of men’s music and a 
desire to give men an opportunity to sing challenging music 
with capable singers. 
Over	forty	men	from	the	US	and	Canada,	ages	20-60,	came	
for two days of rehearsal. This culminated in two programs 
hosted at Sandy Ridge Mennonite church (Bremen, In) and 
Fairhaven Amish Mennonite church (Goshen, In).

apprenticing term
August 20-september 14, 2018

Fall	Semester	begins	with	four	weeks	of		hands-on	training	we	call	Apprenticing	Term.	Teacher	Apprentices	work	early	mornings,	
long days and late nights developing lesson plans and assisting in launching a new school year at Faith Builders christian School. 
Ministry	Apprentices	and	General	Studies	students	focus	on	hands-on	ministry	in	the	local	community.	This	year,	during	the	
final	week	of	term,	this	group	took	an	eight-day	trip	to	New	York	City.	The	student	planning	committee	arranged	for	the	group	
to focus on learning about and ministering to a different people group each day. Ministry foci included the homeless, turkish 
Muslims, Jews, and Hindus. The students learned to converse with people from different backgrounds and developed a new 
appreciation for the work of frontline ministry. 

TEACHERS CONFERENCE
October 12-14, 2018

The teachers conference seeks to encourage teachers in 
faithful,	long-term	service.	General	sessions,	in-depth	
breakout sessions, and plenty of informal time work toward 
these goals.

This year's theme was "nurturing the practice of peace." 
edsel Burdge (Shippensburg, pA) presented three talks about 
pursuing peace, and Sheldon Kauffman (Guys Mills, pA) 
shared a session to offer practical guidance for cultivating 
peace in our classrooms.

"It challenges me in 
revisiting my vision for 
the year. I am always so 
blessed and challenged, 
also am convicted, too.” 
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peRSonnel

John Mark and Desirée Kuhns (Nevaeh, Shane)
FBCS teacher

Tina Beachy
Living History writer

Irene Bontrager 
librarian

John & Barbara Coblentz 
campus pastor, instructor

Yvonne King 
FBCS aide

Vivian Mast
bookkeeping, scholarship

Gerald and Cathy Miller (Brendan, Kara, Tyler, André, Alex) 
FBCS administrator

Anita Yoder
communications assistant

Anna Zehr
FBCS teacher

Sharon Yoder
FBCS teacher

Lucy Miller
bookkeeper

Carlin Atkinson
IT coordinator

Emily Byler
FBCS secretary

Kyle and Joy Lehman (Colin)  
FBCS teacher

Stephen Russell
instructor

Steven and Cynthia Brubaker (Travis, Courtney)
FBEP administrator

Jordan and Laura Lehman
bookstore manager 

Matthew and Larisa Mast (Karlin, Adrian, Annaliese)
Resource Group administrator, partner development



Sheldon and Joann Kauffman (Annie, Sara, Christian, Katy) 
operations administrator

Lucas and Anne Hilty (Judson, Elliot)
Resource Group project manager

Glendon and Starla Strickler (Sierra, Janae, Brooke, Erika, Brendon)
FBTI administrator

Alexis Lapp
bookstore volunteer

Brandon and Marie Mullet
instructor

Barbara Lapp
FBCS teacher

Piper Burdge
FBCS teacher, Living History writer

Eileen Longenecker
housekeeping volunteer

Andrea Peachey
kitchen volunteer

Bethany Edmunson
kitchen volunteer

Beverly Sweigart
housekeeping volunteer

Kyle and Marlene Stoltzfus (Elia, Devin, Charlotte)  
communications supervisor

Katrina Weaver, ladies' dean, 
housekeeping supervisor

Meaghan Rohrer
kitchen volunteer

Paul Byler
men's dean, maintenance asst.

Melvin and Shelia Lehman
instructor

Julian Kurtz
maintenance volunteer

Janelle Mast
kitchen supervisor



christian learning Resource is committed to nurturing 
families and churches by offering trusted resources. The new 
webstore at christianlearning.org makes it easy for teachers, 
parents, and leaders to find quality resources.

FAItH BuIlDeRS 
cHRIStIAn ScHool

 Faith Builders Educational Programs, Inc.

BooK StoRe 

homes & schools 
using living 
history threads 
curriculum

churches served

resources sold to 
churches, schools, 
and families in the 
last 5 years

206
89 

thousand

225

98 students
grades 1-12 46 families

center Section renovation 
continues to progress since 
its start in the spring. We 
experienced some delays 
because of a plan revision 
required by the state for the 
HvAc system. Drywall is 
installed, and we hope to be 
close to completion by the 
end of the year. This project 
will provide new staff offices, 
as well as a reception area 
and conference room.

our board raised funds for 
new directional campus 
signs. We hope these 
additions make our property 
more welcoming for guests 
and new students. We have 
installed signs at driveway 
and sidewalk intersections. 
next spring, we plan to build 
brick signs at the main office 
and south entrance, as well 
as make improvements to 
the sidewalk near the main 
office.

RenovAtIon 



neW At FAItH BuIlDeRS
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administrators conference and retreat
January 17-19, 2019

This conference provides an opportunity to listen to 
and learn from three school administrators: Arlyn nisly, 
Joshua Good, and Kevin Groff. They will address the 
theme "Strengthening Anabaptist Schools."
The program includes an interview with Sharon Yoder. 
Barb coblentz will share a session with the ladies, and 
Steven Brubaker will have an administrator's work 
session.

REach
march 21-22, 2019 | Calvary Church, Lancaster, pa

Join us in discovering what God is doing in many 
places! ReAcH brings together over 50 ministries to 
share vision, network, and inspire. over 90 breakout 
sessions seek to encourage those in ministry and to 
nurture vision in all Kingdom workers.

winter term
December 31- February 1, 2019

Winter term is designed to address the needs of a wide 
range of students, young and old, in various callings 
and walks of life. people can attend as few as two weeks 
or	the	entire	five-week	term.	Full-time	Faith	Builders	
instructors join church and mission leaders with 
teaching experience to equip students for service.
Join us for a season of spiritual instruction and renewal!

course descriptions and applications are available online 
 at fbep.org/wt or in hard copy at our office.

Register online at reach.fbep.org.

nine spaces remain. Register online at fbep.org/acr.

be a student for a day
April11-12, 2019

The spring open house provides an opportunity to 
explore Faith Builders. We welcome high school 
seniors	and	other	young	people	to	attend	this	one-
day event and experience a day in the life of a Faith 
Builders student. 

Register online at fbep.org/open-house.

eventS In 2019

Welcome to our volunteers

 Bookstore
 » Alexis lapp

Housekeeping
 » eileen longenecker
 » Beverly Sweigart

Kitchen
 » Bethany edmonson
 » Andrea peachey
 » Meaghan Rohrer

Maintenance
 » Julian Kurtz

new students at Faith Builders

Teacher Apprenticing
 » lucinda Bender
 » Dawn Brenneman
 » Marshall Hess
 » emily Hoover
 » timothy Kauffman
 » James Miller
 » Deborah Shank
 » Renita Steiner
 » ethan Zimmerman

Non-Track Studies
 » vienna Schmucker

 
 
General Studies

 » Richard Herr
 » Melody landis
 » Josiah peachey
 » Denise Weaver
 » Jonny Yoder

Christian Ministries
 » cari nolt
 » Ben Stoltzfus
 » elaine ulrich
 » Amberly Zimmerman

Join us for  
2-year studies!

Faith Builders offers a clear path to a college 
degree. After two years at the Institute, our 
graduates have enrolled at universities and 
completed Bachelor’s Degrees in as few as  
four or five additional semesters.
We are now accepting applications for studies 
beginning in August 2019.  You can begin the 
application process at  
fbep.org/academics/semester.



FInAncIAl RepoRtS

Assets
 current Assets
  cash & equivalents ....................................  541,770.27
  Scholarship cash  ......................................1,865,999.07
  Accounts Receivable .....................................  33,435.49
  Student loans Receivable  ............................. 48,044.79
  Inventory  .................................................... 118,459.15
  other current Assets  ................................... 72,220.45
 total current Assets  .........................................2,679,929.22
 other Assets
  equipment, Furniture & Fixtures  ................. 56,658.80
  Building & Building Improvements  .........1,102,208.30
  land & land Improvements  ...................... 158,374.11
  Miscellaneous Assets  .................................... 67,226.13
 total other Assets  ............................................1,384,467.34
Total Assets  .......................................................4,064,396.56

Liabilities & Equity
 liabilities
  Accounts payable  .......................................... 30,997.05
  Res Group Deferred Rev  .............................. 29,328.60
  Scholarship Deferred Revenue  .................1,862,094.23
  payroll liabilities  .......................................... 12,520.30
  other current liabilities  ................................ 2,702.10
 total liabilities  .................................................1,937,642.28
 total equity  ......................................................2,126,754.28
Total Liabilities & Equity ...................................  4,064,396.56

 Faith Builders Educational Programs, Inc.

BOARD AND COUNCiLS 

Income
 operations Donations  .........................................342,189.75
 capital project Donations  ...................................167,762.77
 Scholarship Donations  .....................................3,941,687.96
 Special event & project Income ...........................132,683.22
 tuition  .................................................................636,749.40
 Fees  ......................................................................324,461.72
 lodging  ...............................................................130,226.10
 Meals  ...................................................................165,880.27
 Bookstore Sales  ....................................................215,300.07
 FBcS Fundraisers  .................................................49,431.40
 Interest  ...................................................................51,861.05
 other Income  ........................................................20,410.41
total Income  ............................................................6,178,644.12
cost of Goods Sold
 Bookstore  .............................................................144,938.83
 Scholarships  ......................................................3,930,805.35
 Student Discounts  .................................................50,306.48
total coGS  .............................................................4,126,050.66
Gross Profit ........................................................ 2,052,593.46

Expense
 labor  ................................................................1,138,139.82
 Administrative  .......................................................36,649.45
 community contributions  ......................................7,656.87
 equipment  .............................................................22,397.49
 FBcS Fundraising  .................................................15,228.92
 Food .......................................................................84,903.49
 Furnishings  ..............................................................9,469.79
 Insurance  ...............................................................21,807.78
 Maintenance  ..........................................................41,033.52
 postage & Delivery  ................................................14,435.46
 printing ..................................................................24,633.24
 Resources  ...............................................................31,343.37
 Services  ..................................................................37,060.90
 Staff Development  ...................................................4,548.33
 Student Activities  ..................................................13,346.74
 Supplies  .................................................................27,086.93
 travel & events  ...................................................101,912.40
 utilities  ..................................................................68,778.83
 Depreciation  ..........................................................80,759.95
total expense  ...........................................................1,781,193.28
Net Income  ...........................................................271,400.18
 
Annual audit conducted by Mattern CPA, LLC, an independent firm in 
Emlenton, PA.
Copies of the audit report are available upon request.

iNCOmE AND ExpENSES
July 2017 - June 2018

BALANCE SHEET
As of June 30, 2018

board
Richard Bean
Darrell Hershberger
Dwight Kratzer
Matt landis
Wayne Martin
Gary Miller
linford Weaver
James Yoder
Keith Zimmerman

pastoral council
ernest Hochstetler
laban Kaufman
John Miller
Ronald Miller
Ron Shantz
timothy Stoltzfus

advisory council
James Beachy
Javan Bender
Steve Burkholder
Anthony Gingerich
nathan Good
lamar High
tyler Hochstetler
linford Horst
lowell Miller
John perfect
Dave Rotelle
Daniel Rutt
Jonas Sauder
Byran Smucker
Marvin Weaver
Dan Ziegler
nathan Zimmerman

plAnneD GIvInG



the vision 
Through planned giving, you can make 
a significant gift and support Faith 
Builder's mission as you achieve your 
overall financial, tax, and estate planning 
goals.

planned gifts are just that: gifts that 
require some planning. These are 
significant tools that can help you give 
more	in	tax-smart	ways.	Explore	the	
various possibilities of supporting us with 
planned giving. Here are some of the 
ways you can grow your generosity–today 
and in the future.

wills & Bequests 
Giving through your will is one of the 
easiest planned gifts to make. creating 
a bequest plan ensures that your wishes 
are carried out after your death and 
demonstrates your values to your heirs.

Charitable gift fund 
A charitable gift fund is like a giving 
checking account that allows donors 
to	make	a	tax-deductible	gift	now	and	
decide which churches or charities 
will benefit from the gift later. This is 
particularly useful for donors who have 
a	one-time	tax	or	income	event	that	
generates a substantial gift. This can then 
be used to fund charitable activity over 
a number of years. In addition, this tool 
can be used to make gifts of appreciated 
assets such as stock, farm commodities, or 
real estate. 

A charitable gift fund at Anabaptist 
Foundation enables you to support the 
work of Faith Builders anonymously 
while receiving a tax deduction.

non-cash gifts 
Discover new options for generosity by 
making gifts of assets such as real estate, 
farm commodities, mutual fund shares, 
retirement assets, and even valuable 
collections.

pARtneR WItH uS 
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Bookstore manager
The bookstore manager plans the daily work of the bookstore 
and guides efforts to help the bookstore serve more people. We 
seek a person with an entrepreneurial attitude and an ability to 
carry	ideas	to	completion.	This	is	a	paid	position	with	a	long-
term opening.

Graphic designer
We need a graphic designer to join the curriculum team in 
preparing living History Weavings for publication in the next 
several years. This is a paid position.

resource group assistant
We need a person to assist with coordinating events and 
producing published materials. this is a paid position.

contact us for more details about these opportunities.

Financial
The services provided by Faith Builders generate around 2/3 
of the funds needed to operate We are dependent on donors 
for the remaining 1/3. We see this as a significant way to stay 
accountable to and connected with the people we seek to serve.

operational Funds (needed by Dec. 31) ................  $215,000
college Student Weekend Sponsorship ..................... $1,800
Heart & voice Men's choir Sponsorship................... $4,600
Student Scholarships* ............................................  $120,000 

*We work with interested parties to set up scholarships 
serving specific geographical areas, church groups, and other 
designations. please contact us for more information.

CURRENT NEEDS

For more information, contact 
matthew mast:
 814-789-4518 ext. 226
 matthewm@fbep.org

anabaptist Foundation provides 
planned giving services for 
Faith builders. 

this information should be used 
only for preliminary guidance. 
donors should consult their 
financial advisors, attorneys, 
and accountants.

plAnneD GIvInG

Regular donations  
make the work of Faith builders possible.  

You can become a pledge donor by 
using the enclosed envelope.Thank you!



Faith Builders 
educational Programs

28527 Guys Mills Road
Guys Mills, pA 16327

Address Service Requested

Winter Term 2019 | december 31– February 1, 2019
Apply online at fbep.org/wt or by request from our office. 

Administrators Conference and Retreat | Jan. 17-19, 2019
This annual retreat helps administrators build vision for their 
schools and become effective leaders. 9 spaces remain.

reach 2019 | march 21-22, 2019
Join us for this ministry convention! Register at reach.fbep.org.

Open House | april 11-12, 2019
Be a Faith Builders student for a day! We welcome you to 
attend classes and activities to experience a normal day at Faith 
Builders. Register at fbep.org/open-house.

FBti commencement | may 18, 2019
At graduation, 21 students plan to complete their tracks of study 
and disperse to serve in the Kingdom.

summer term |June 24-july 26, 2019
Summer term helps teachers gain effective teaching skills while 
developing as whole persons. Application opens in the spring.

Teachers week |July 30-August 2, 2019
This	week	of	content-focused	workshops	and	work	sessions	
provides practical tools for new and experienced teachers.
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UpCOmiNG EvENTS

Faith Builders exists to prepare students for joyful, 
humble, christlike service in God's Kingdom.

PARTNER WITH US!

Faith builders offers rigorous course work, apprenticing, 
and	discipleship	in	the	2-year	study	programs.We	seek	to	serve	
the conservative Anabaptist community by equipping teachers and 
Kingdom workers in every vocation. Find application details at  
fbep.org/academics/semester.

Faith Builders also offers terms and events that extend beyond the  
two-year	programs.	We	offer	these	with	the	goals	of	building	and	
equipping individuals in the church for joyful, humble service.
 Winter term
 Summer term
 Administrators conference
 teachers Week
 teachers conference
 ReAcH 2019 mORE iNFORmATiON iNSiDE! 

details inside back cover


