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Letter from the Administrator
Steven R. Brubaker

A word fitly spoken is like apples ofgold in a setting ofsilver (Prov. 25:11).

FB staffpeople see a lot ofyou in the course ofa year. Most always, we
find it delightful—there is something about a familiar person in
unfamiliar settings that brightens the experience. Often you have such
encouraging and grateful words to offer. Thank you.
In that context, I will remind you that words ofappreciation are not the
only kind of“word fitly spoken.” In addition to your encouragement, we
need to hear your challenges, concerns, questions, and even rebukes. The
next verse in Proverbs 25 says a wise reprover is like an ornament ofgold.
Alumni are in a unique position to offer perspective on what is and what
should be. As you reflect on your experience at Faith Builders—what was
helpful, what was not? What changes are you seeing that cause concern?
What do you see that we don’t? We welcome your feedback.
Yes, your words ofblessing bless us. And so do the stories offaithful
service that we hear and see. Stories ofyou serving the church. Stories of
you investing deeply in family. Stories ofmen and women in teaching,
business, missions, medicine, further study—devoted to God and living
abundant lives. That is one ofthe reasons that I look forward to another
issue of Connections.
May the Lord establish the work ofyour hands.
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alumni share their memories of
Beatrice King, FB Kitchen
Supervisor, encourager, and friend.
Receiving donated goods from Shady Maple, Aug. 2013

201 7 Highlights

R e m e m b e r i n g B e a t r i c e Ki n g
Beatrice was a very special lady
who knew how to serve with
abandon. She delighted in serving
people their favorite foods such
as her famous éclair. I am blessed
to have known her. –Anna Nisley

Campfires in Beat's backyard with
the kitchen crew were some of the
most fun and de-stressing times.
Especially when the woods echoed
her peals of laughter. –Lois Yoder
She had a big heart that cared quietly,
deeply, and gently. Her hours of menu
planning and the resulting delicious
and attractive dishes were an expres
sion of her love. –Janelle Myers

Beat could get on a roll and when she
did everyone in the vicinity was soon
rolling with laughter. She also enjoyed
other people's humor as much as her own
and was a great audience for jokes. It
was fun to work with Beat; there were
times I was sad to take a day off, since
I knew I'd be missing out. –Julie Glick

I loved her exuberant laugh and warm
bear hugs. –Rebekah Miller

Spending a fun afternoon in Erie,
shopping, and hanging out at the
beach. Almost every FB memory
has her in it! –Janelle Zook

Beat was very real. She didn’t
hide her struggles. At the same time,
she lived above them, and inspired
all around her to do the same. Miss
you Beat! –Kathy Rau
The comment that I would say about
Beatrice is that she had a ready
smile, cheerful disposition, and was
a blessing to know. –Andrew Korver

Beatrice. . . . loved those around her
wholeheartedly and she loved Jesus.
I will ever miss her laugh and good
humor! –Gloria Croutch

I am grateful for Beat’s influence in my
life. She was so encouraging to me
when after 3 months of being cook’s
helper, I was given the title of head
I felt safe around Beat, I could walk into the cook! She just knew how to “lift up the
kitchen and cause a ruckus, and she always hands that hang down.” –Barb Hege
hollered back and made life fun. I know she
meant a lot to the kitchen staff and students,
I miss her jovial spirit. –Keeshon Washington

I can never forget Beatrice's warm,
lifegiving hugs. –Yvonne Shaum

She had the best hugs, she had an I remember her smile and laughter! She
ability to love so well, and she made was so fun to goof off with. She had a
my day many times with her music serious side to her too. Still hard to believe
jamming from the kitchen while I was she isn't here. –Paula Charlton
monotonously sweeping floors nearby.
She danced in life and I could dance She made everyone feel special.
because of it. –Malinda Eberly
Even though I was only a short term

We often remember and reflect on our
good friend Beatrice King whom we have
known for the last twenty years. Beatrice
served the Lord faithfully with love and
compassion until God called her out of
this life and into eternity the evening of
Easter Sunday, 2017. Many people will
remember her presence and contributions
in the FB kitchen, where she touched
many lives in a very meaningful way that
will be remembered for a long time.
–Wayne & Dorene Martin
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REMEMBERING BEATRICE

cook, she cared about how I was
dealing with things. –Karen Nolt

After Thanksgiving break, we volunteers needed to get back to FB a
day or so ahead of the students. We
arrived in the evening to find
Beatrice waiting for us in the hallway
of the girls' dorm. She had made piña
coladas and other delicious snacks
for us, and we laughed and talked
late into the night. Coming back to
the big, empty FB campus was not so
bad after all! –Kathy Yoder

I loved hearing her jolly laugh
float out of the kitchen into the
cafeteria. She also took note of the
discouraged and downtrodden and
freely gave encouraging words to
all. – Brenda Hershberger

She always made me feel welcome—
whether it was while I was at FB as a
VSer or when I came back to visit. Her
legacy in my life is the challenge to
continue to be actively involved in young
people around me. –Debra Burkholder

One Easter weekend Beatrice was struggling
with having her father pass away while she
was still quite young. As she read the Easter
story she rejoiced as these words took on new
meaning, “Why seek ye the living among the
dead?” These words have encouraged me
Her personal attention to each countless times since her passing on Easter
of us made us feel uniquely Sunday 2017. –Thelma Hurst
I would like to share my memory of
Beatrice as a warm compassionate
friend who always had a way of
brightening my day with her humor
and twinkling eyes. –Heidi King

special.

–Trevor Shenk

In honor ofBeatrice King, Faith Builders placed a weeping cherry tree
and memorial stone outdoors and a framed portrait indoors.
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What We're Reading...

Top-of-the-stack book recommendations from the last year

Compiled from submissions by alumni. Due to space constraints, descriptions may be edited, and not all submissions are listed.

Christian Life & Belief
The Allure of Gentleness: Defending
the Faith in the Manner of Jesus
Dallas Willard
Floyd & Heidi King

Church Planting Movements:
How God Is Redeeming a Lost World
David Garrison
Joel Martin The church in the West appears
to be in decline, though elsewhere around
the world it is exploding. My mind has been
stretched by considering the impact and
effectiveness of church planting principles
applied in other countries. Could something
similar happen in North America, or has our
window of opportunity closed?
Confound the Critics: Answers for
Attacks on Biblical Truths
Bodie Hodge
Michael Petersheim The author responds
kindly, point by point, to letters sent to
Answers in Genesis.
Feminine Beauty as Displayed
by Daughters of the King
Evelyn Miller
(published by Biblical Mennonite Alliance)
Michael Petersheim A well-researched book
on modest dress in a culture of increasing
undress.
The Forgotten Trinity: Recovering
the Heart of Christian Belief
Dr. James R. White
Landon & Julia Miller In only 200 pages, Dr.
White gives a wonderfully thorough
examination of this core doctrine. He
discusses the unity of God, explores each of
the three Persons, and carefully exegetes
key texts. This book is satisfyingly deep,
solidly Scriptural, and easily understandable.
I Dared to Call
Him Father
Bilquis Sheikh

Rebekah Miller Bilquis

reveals her supernatural
encounters with God
and how they changed
her life.
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Moving Through Your Problems
Toward Finding God
Dr. Larry Crabb
Barb Hege I was introduced to this book
while at Faith Builders. God wants us to
know Him for Who He is, not just for what
He can do for us.
The Mystery of Christ in the Revelation:
A Commentary on the Book of Revelation
Ted Byler
Floyd & Heidi King

The Rise of Western
Christendom
Peter Brown
Lucas Hilty The author
knows the history of late
antiquity, and tells it as a
story.
Singing:
A Mennonite Voice
Marlene Kropf & Kenneth Nafziger
James Swartz This book encourages the
ongoing embrace of congregational singing
as a fundamental element of Mennonite
worship. Many testimonies are included of
how people have experienced and been
affected by the singing in their Mennonite
tradition.
A Smoother Journey
Simon Schrock
Andrew Korver This book helped me to
consider my relationships with others, and
to seek to build good relationships rather
than to tear them down or remove myself
from them in order to protect myself.
Touching the Invisible: Living
by Unseen Realities
Norman Grubb
JeffGarman

Why Forgive?
Johann Christoph Arnold
Andrew Korver The book consists primarily
of stories of individuals who forgave others
for wrongs done them. One of the biggest
things that impacted me from this book—
something I already knew, but which really
impressed me again—was how much the
unforgiveness or forgiveness in my heart
affects me personally, even more than it
affects the person I need to forgive.

What We're Reading...
Biography & History
Affectionately, Rachel:
Letters from India, 1 860–1 884
edited by Barbara Mitchell Tull
Emily Turner Missionary wife and mother
Rachel Kerr Johnson wrote numerous letters
home, which her great-granddaughter has
compiled into a fascinating narrative.
Andrew Jackson and
the Miracle of New Orleans
Brian Kilmeade & Don Yaeger
Chris Miller

An Asian Harvest: An Autobiography
Paul Hattaway
Carl & Yvonne Shaum The author of The
Heavenly Man and founder of Asia Harvest
tells his own story: the story of a man who
became a channel of the unstoppable
power of God to change and save
lives—and a story of miracles.
Bad Enough & Good Enough
to Be a Preacher Someday
Simon Schrock
Michael Petersheim Interesting tidbits about
the beginnings of Choice Books, Fellowship
Haven, Faith Christian Fellowship, and
Fellowship of Concerned Mennonites.
The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans
and Their Epic Quest for Gold at
the 1 936 Berlin Olympics
Daniel Brown
Michael Petersheim (Audio edition) Boys
from humble origins come under the
influence of an expert philosopher boatbuilder, and lose themselves in the team as
they overcome significant hurdles to win
gold in rowing at the Olympic Games in
Nazi Germany.
Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story
Ben Carson, M.D. with Cecil Murphy
Carl & Yvonne Shaum The extraordinary
story of an inner-city kid who became a
world-famous neurosurgeon.
The Great Gamble:
The Soviet War in Afghanistan
Gregory Feifer
Michael Petersheim (Audio edition) Relates
the challenges faced by ordinary Soviet
boys and men in a war resembling later
involvement by the US in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Hidden Figures
Margot Lee Shetterly
Emily Turner The lives and key contributions
of several African-American women who
worked as mathematicians for NASA are
illuminated against a backdrop of national
events including the Civil Rights movement
and the Space Race.
The Invisible Girls: A Memoir
Sarah Thebarge
Lois Yoder A heartrending but fascinating
read. With the author's account of how she
reached out to an impoverished Somali
refugee family, she intertwines her own
story of surviving cancer.
Just As I Am: The Autobiography
of Billy Graham
Wayne & Dorene Martin In the last year we
have read numerous life stories of pastors
and missionaries, including the 700-page
biography of Billy Graham. All of these
books are a testimony of how God
continues to use faithful people to share the
good news of Jesus Christ with those who
are searching for an anchor for their souls.
The Men Who United the States
Simon Winchester
Michael Petersheim (Audio edition)
Tales of the explorers, surveyors,
and pioneers of early US
history—told from the
perspective of a British
American naturalized
citizen.
Nicholas and Alexandra
Robert K. Massie
Lucas Hilty The absorbing and
heartbreaking story of a couple who
sincerely tried to serve God as the monarchs
of the world’s greatest land empire. This can
serve as a cautionary tale in an era of fake
news and political activism.
The Plain Choice: A True Story of
Choosing to Live an Amish Life
Sherry Gore with Jeff Hoagland
Michael Petersheim One woman’s journey
from the emptiness of pop culture to
Sunnyside Amish Mennonite in Sarasota, FL.
The Price: A Sequel to the
Waslala Robber Stories
Pablo Yoder
Michael Petersheim What happened to each
of the robbers who visited the Yoder family?
Pablo follows their tracks and finds that one
of them repented, while each of the rest met
a terrible end.

WHAT WE'RE READING
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Roads to Quoz: An American Mosey
William Least Heat-Moon
Michael Petersheim (Audio edition) The
author shares stories from his travels in the
US, including a trek following the steps of
Dunbar and Hunter along the Ouachita
River in Arkansas and Louisiana. His
perspective is that of an unbeliever, yet he
pulls aside the veil of life as it is lived in
small-town America.
Silver Like Dust: One Family's Story of
America's Japanese Internment
Kimi Cunningham Grant
Michael Petersheim (Audio edition)
Interviews with the author’s grandmother
about her experiences from California to
Heart Mountain, Wyoming.
Such a Woman: The Story
of Susanna Wesley
Rita F. Snowden
Floyd & Heidi King

Unconditional Surrender
Pablo Yoder
Emily Turner As you follow Pete Lewis from
serving with the US Navy in Vietnam to
joining the conservative Mennonites, you
may also evaluate your own level of
surrender to the Lord.
The Unredeemed Captive: A Family Story
from Early America
John Demos
Peter & Rachel Goertzen In early 1 8thcentury North America, conflict among the
English, French, and Mohawk nations
ruptured some family and community
bonds while creating others, with unsettling
consequences.

Marriage & Home
First, Kill All the Marriage Counselors
[New edition: The Empowered Wife]
Laura Doyle
Rebekah Miller Writing to any ladies who are
marriage challenged, Laura Doyle offers
women counter-cultural ways to approach
their closest relationship.

6

WHAT WE'RE READING

The Lifegiving Home: Creating a Place
of Belonging and Becoming
Sally & Sarah Clarkson
Rebekah Miller This book both clarifies a
vision for home and gives practical ideas for
making one's home reflect that vision.
The Lifegiving Table
Sally Clarkson
Rebekah Miller For busy moms who struggle
to connect meaningfully with their family,
Sally suggests ways to use the table as a
place to nurture faith.
Mere Motherhood: Morning Times,
Nursery Rhymes, and My Journey
Toward Sanctification
Cindy Rollins
Heidi King

Thirty Little Fingers:
Seasons of Young Motherhood
Sheila J. Petre
Debra Burkholder This book should be
required reading for all teachers who have
school moms with preschoolers. It's made
me appreciate my school moms and
younger church sisters in a whole new way.

Business &Work
It’s Not Your Business
Gary Miller
Andrew Korver A great book calling us to
view and operate businesses focused on a
much more lofty and worthy goal than
simply profitability. Christians can be
powerfully involved in building the Church
of Jesus Christ as we daily on the work level
live out the values of love, humility, and
putting others ahead of ourselves.
Overcoming the Five Dysfunctions of
a Team: A Field Guide
Patrick Lencioni
Julie Glick What keeps people from working
together? How do people pull together into
a true team? Practical tools and ideas that
flesh out The Five Dysfunctions ofa Team.

What We're Reading...
Start: Punch Fear in the Face,
Escape Average, Do Work that Matters
Jon Acuff
Eric Beachy Jon encourages people to
analyze their dreams and helps to create a
framework for measuring and sustaining
those dreams.

The Well-Educated Mind: A Guide to
the Classical Education You Never Had
Susan Wise Bauer
Floyd & Heidi King

What Happened
Hillary Rodham Clinton
Floyd & Heidi King

Hillary's account of what
happened during the 201 6
presidential campaign.

SocialIssues & Education
Alone Together: Why We Expect More from
Technology and Less from Each Other
Sherry Turkle
Chris Miller

Amusing Ourselves to Death
Neil Postman
Chris Miller

Flickering Pixels: How Technology
Shapes Your Faith
Shane Hipps
Chris Miller

For White Folks Who Teach in the Hood...
and the Rest of Y'all Too:
Reality Pedagogy and Urban Education
Christopher Emdin
Keeshon Washington This book has the
ability to inform those who desire to better
understand urban culture—teacher and
non-teacher alike. It is crucial that this
knowledge be instilled in the minds of the
current and upcoming generations of the
Anabaptist church. The book would deeply
benefit anyone who has or expects students
affected by poverty or abuse.
The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration
in the Age of Colorblindness
Michelle Alexander
Malinda Eberly A civil rights litigator and
legal scholar presents her take on the US
justice system and its correlation to current
racial oppression, post the 1 960s Civil Rights
movement.

Fiction
The Baronet’s Song
George MacDonald
Floyd & Heidi King Set in Scotland, this is the
story of an orphan who is unable to speak
but whose life communicates truth, goodness, and love to everyone he encounters.
Farmer Boy Goes West
Heather Williams (pen name)
Emily Turner Have you ever wondered what
happened to Almanzo Wilder between his
childhood in New York and meeting Laura
Ingalls in the Dakota Territory? In this sequel
to Farmer Boy, a modern author tells part of
that story, doing her best to stay true to
Laura’s characters and style.
The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane
Kate DiCamillo
Julie Glick A conceited china rabbit learns to
love and to hope. I love this book because
the overarching conflict is entirely internal;
Edward is in control of nothing but his
responses to life, yet this makes a huge
difference.
What I Did Last Summer
Glory St. John
Michael Petersheim When a family camps in
the back yard for an entire summer,
foregoing all utilities other than water, and
living by the natural rhythms of day and
night, they experience a variety of outdoor
adventures.

WHAT WE'RE READING
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Michael (TAP 98) and Mary Lois Petersheim
are active in the children's ministry of
Hampden Mennonite Church in Baltimore,
MD. Michael works as a mechanical
engineer for API Technologies Corp.,
commuting to Frederick, MD three days a
week and working from home the other two.
Mary Lois serves as a homemaker.

Alumni Updates

2001
1

The Connections team apologizes for
the lateness of this issue. Unless
otherwise noted, updates are as of
early 201 8 and may not be current at
the time of publication in Sep. 201 8.

Yvonne (Yoder) King (TAP 01, FBCS Gr. 1–2
Teacher 12–16) writes: "Grace—the word I
chose for the year 2017 at its beginning.
Lovell King and I were happily married on
August 20, 2016. In March of 2017 he was
diagnosed with leukemia, passing away on
June 27. This was not an easy year, but
God's grace was evident in so many ways. I
saw this grace in the availability of an
apartment in Guys Mills that my brother
Dennis had recently remodeled; I moved
there in August. Another gift of grace was a
part-time job at Faith Builders."

Abbreviation Key
TAP=Teacher Apprenticing Program
MAP=Ministry Apprenticing Program
(through 2012)
CM=Christian Ministries (2013 on)
GS=General Studies (2013 on)
CLR=Christian Learning Resource
(FBEP bookstore)
PCH=Personal Care Home
(through 2007)

2002
2

(Andrew (TAP 02) and Mary Korver family,
summer 2017, left to right: Gilbert, 14,
Andrea, 19, Mary, Andy, Erica, 12, Heidi, 16)

Andy works as a sales manager for
Innovative Poultry Products LLC, a relatively
new, small business that manufactures a
piece of equipment for large poultry houses.
"I serve in our local church as opportunity
affords. Currently I am on our conference
mission committee. Our group has expressed
interest in developing/becoming involved in a
stateside mission, so as a committee we are
beginning to research into that. We do not
know how God will lead."

2004
3

Jason (TAP 04) and Gloria Croutch, with
Cody, Jessenia, Jace, and Ravi, are serving
in Chiang Mai, Thailand with Ransom
Ministries, which reaches out to girls who
are at risk of entering prostitution. "We are in
the vision-casting stage since the ministry
has undergone some difficult changes.
Please pray for us!"

4,1 5 Peter (TAP 04) and Rachel (Kuhns

TAP 06, Kitchen 03–04) Goertzen live in
Watsontown, PA with their children
Benjamin, 9, Isaiah, 7, and Hannah, 3. Peter
teaches junior high and high school social
studies (and a few other things) at
Maranatha Christian School. Rachel volunteers with a children's grief support group.

1
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5 (Floyd and Heidi (Hostetler MAP 04) King, Caia, 8, Chloe, 6,

Kadin, 5, and Ashton, 3) In June of 2017, the King family moved
from Leola, PA to Oldtown, MD to join the work at Allegany Boys
Camp. "Floyd is a family worker and enjoys meeting and
encouraging families of prospective campers. I am carrying on
my role as a wife, mother, homemaker, and daughter of the
King."

6 Will (MAP 04) and Rosina Schmucker report, "We live in

Medicine Lodge, KS as the only Anabaptists in town. Will is a
carpenter and has many interactions with people. Our focus is to
bring God's presence to dark places, to listen to people and offer
God's words, and to show kindness and bless people with God's
love. In 2017 we became a licensed foster family, and are
delighted to currently have a foster child in our home."

7 Darrell Yoder (MAP 04) of Charlottesville, VA married Rhonda

Zook of Burgettstown, PA on Jan. 6, 2018. As of summer 2018,
Darrell and Rhonda are working with Christian Aid Ministries in
Iraq on an indefinite basis. CAM activities in Iraq this fall will
include medical tent visits in an IDP [Internally Displaced
Persons] camp, providing medicines, and paying for certain
surgeries; and distributions in various IDP camps as well as
Mosul. The Yoders will be involved primarily with overall
direction to the work, legal facilitations, and distribution work.
"We also anticipate following up on cases that have previously
been helped, and hope to play a role in believers' lives." Their US
mailing address is as follows:
698 Cedar Grove Rd
Burgettstown, PA 15021

2005
8

Darrell (MAP 05) and Alison Hershberger are "still throwing
pots, preaching, and teaching. A new addition to our family is
Angelo David, born Dec. 18, 2017."

2006

Brenda Hershberger (MAP 06) is currently serving at Life
Counseling Ministries as receptionist/secretary. Her address is
as follows:
400 S Vintage Road
Paradise, PA 17562

9 (Eugene (TAP 06) and Jewel Yoder, Melanie, Jason, Wendall,

Sharlene, Laurelle, Veronica, Charity, and Josiah) "In 2016 we
bought a farmhouse and 40 acres within walking/biking distance
of our church and school. The house required extensive
remodeling, but we are now enjoying the extra space. Eugene
works for a local waste removal company and in the spring does
tax preparation from home. Our children range in age from 3 to
19 with baby number nine expected in June. Melanie is teaching
at our church school. Our little outreach church has grown to
eight families with average attendance around 50."

2007
10

Libby Turner (TAP 07), at far right in a family photo, fall 2017,
writes, "In May, 2018, I completed a year of teaching high school
at Elliott Prairie Christian School, my church’s small school near
Woodburn, OR. It was a very intense but satisfying experience!"
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2008
11

1 5 Ruth Anna Kuhns (TAP 09) is at the center, back row, in this

Joel Martin (MAP 08) works full time for All-Nations Bible
Translation (ABT) while continuing to do some further study on
the side. A fourth child, Darius Rafael, was born to Joel and
Kelsey on May 17, 2017.

1 2 Jevon and Rebekah (Miller TAP 08) Miller report: "Jevon

currently cares for cardiac patients in a hospital, but recently
received news of that hospital closing, so he also fills out
applications and weighs options for a new job. Meanwhile,
Rebekah enjoys cooking, cleaning, creating with Play-doh and
Lincoln Logs, and chatting with Summer, 2, and Serena, 1."

1 3 Ruby Steiner (MAP 08) married Joseph Ebersole Apr. 22,

2017. Joseph is currently a TAP student at FBTI (2017–2019).

1 4 Chad (MAP 08) and Yolanda (Halteman) Weaver, who

married July 16, 2016, are now a family of three with their first
child, Nevaeh Bliss, born on Christmas Day, 2017.

2009

Laverne and Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick (both TAP 09) welcomed Ian
Matthew to their family on July 14, 2017.

11
14

family photo taken during the Christmas season, 2017.

1 6 Carl (Maint. 09–10), Yvonne (Lapp MAP 09), and Cecelia
Shaum live in Halsey, OR.

1 7 Leon (TAP 09, Maint. 06–07) and Andrea (Nisly: Kitchen

06–07) Troyer have three children: Elliot, 5, Cedric, 3, and Elisa,
1, at the time of the photo. This past school year was Leon's fifth
year as administrator and grades 7–12 teacher at Bourbon
Christian School in IN.

1 0 Emily Turner (MAP 09, CLR 12–13), at back left in the family
photo, page 11, works and writes at home. Projects include
designing and editing this magazine, serving as secretary/
treasurer for her church's Sewing Circle, and submitting short
stories to conservative Anabaptist publications.

201
0
18

Josh (MAP 10) and April (Stoltzfus: PCH 00–01, Kitchen
09–10) Coblentz welcomed their first daughter, Maria Joy, on
Oct. 16, 2017. She joins older brothers Jackson Eli and Jeremiah
James. Josh is studying theology full time at Trinity School of
Ministry. He also continues working as an RN in the emergency
department at Meadville Medical Center one day a week.
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1 9 (Chris (TAP 10) and Stephy Miller) Chris acted as academic
administrator and taught high school history, English, and
business math this past year at Legacy Christian School in
Sugarcreek, OH.

201
1
20

Kyle (MAP 11) and Brooke (Vinar CLR 10–12) Brubaker report
the birth of son Elias John, Sep. 19, 2017. "Kyle works as a
design engineer at Swanson Erie Co., where ministry means
being a man of integrity before coworkers and giving his best to
each new design project. Together, we spend much time and
energy establishing family routines and caring for our children."

21

(Erikson (TAP 11) and Marilyn Lehman, Kenton, 2, and Elliot,
10 months, at the time of the photo) Erikson recently left the
classroom for a break after 8 years of teaching and is currently
doing construction in Guys Mills, PA. In their spare time, the
Lehmans enjoy outdoor activities such as gardening, hunting,
going on walks, cultivating blueberries, and helping out with
farming. Reading books is a favorite pastime for the whole
family. "We wish to continue to serve in the Kingdom of God in
the upcoming years."

201
2
22

John Mark (FBCS Staff) and Desirée (Brubaker TAP 12)
Kuhns report: "During the last week in May 2018, we moved into
Stephen Russell's house. We are enjoying making it home." Son
Shane Gabriel joined the family Jan. 4, 2017, at 8 lbs. 2 oz., and
21 inches.

201
3
23

Crystal Strubhar (TAP 13, Domes. 10–11) married Timothy
Bontrager (Winter Term 05) on Apr. 21, 2018, in Perkins, OK.
They happily make their home at 16823 Jim Creek Rd., Arlington,
WA 98223. Timothy delivers sheds for a local company; Crystal
rides along when she's not too busy being a homemaker.

201
4
24

Eric Beachy (GS 14) works as Product Manager for Walnut
Creek Foods Manufacturing. "This includes the technical aspects
of food such as quality control, product testing, regulatory
compliance, audits/inspections, and employee training. Also, I'm
involved with product development: coming up with brand new
products, or ensuring that an ingredient change doesn't affect the
quality of our finished product." Church responsibilities are also
part of his life. Photo: "This is my oldest niece, Chante, and I one
evening after church when we happened to match."
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201
4, continued
25

29 (Kevin (GS 16) and Krystal Smucker, Ramonn, 6, Davian, 3,

Trevor Shenk (GS 14) married Rebekah Weiner July 22,
2017. Trevor writes, "I work as a medical scribe at a family
practice in Lancaster, PA. Rebekah is a mentor/counselor for 14
girls from grades 3–12 at Tidings of Peace Christian School
(York, PA). We plan to move to Philadelphia, PA to attend the
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine starting
summer/fall 2018." (31 Trevor and Rebekah with the Shenk
family and Keeshon Washington)

201
5
26

Allen Stoltzfus (GS 15) writes: "In November 2017, I finished
up my work at Bald Eagle Boys Camp and moved home for the
month of December, then moved to Philadelphia in January,
2018. Currently I am studying middle childhood education and
special education at Eastern University."

27 Jonathan (CM 15) and Irene (Miller) Stutzman are involved

as Mission Coordinator and Houseparents at The Walk Cafe &
Bakery in Zanesville, OH. Their children are Jordan and Allison.

201
6
28

and Alek Judson, born June 11, 2017) For six weeks this spring
(2018), the Smuckers attended Long Term Orientation at the
Missions Training Center in NYC for training in cross-cultural
work. "It was wonderful and super stretching!" As of September,
they are living in Amman, Jordan, studying the Arabic language.
"Our long-term goal is to work with Syrian refugees."

201
7
30, 31

Keeshon Washington (TAP 17) teaches grades 6 and 7
at Tidings of Peace Christian School in the city of York, PA. "It's
such a blessing to be giving back to the city that I was raised in,
and contributing to the evolving impact of our ministry."

32 David Yoder (TAP 17) married Sharilee Yoder on July 30,

2016. This past school year, David taught grades 7–9 at
Barnwell Christian School in SC. "David really enjoyed his first
year as a teacher. Though this first year has been challenging in
many ways, the tools and training provided by Faith Builders
have been extremely valuable to his teaching as he seeks to
equip his students to serve God and others."

Landon (TAP 16) and Julia Miller have one daughter, Jenna,
who turned 1 on Jan. 20, 2018.

25 27
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Volunteer and
Former Staff Updates
Jeff (Bakery before 01) and JoAnna Garman adopted
33 Wayne (Renovation 90s–00s) and Dorene Martin live in a 27- 35
Summer and Serenity in 2017.
unit seniors' building in Elmira, ON, Canada, where they are
involved in the management and maintenance of the property.
Wayne also works as a volunteer project manager in
constructing four apartment buildings for people with physical
and intellectual challenges. The Martins have been involved in
numerous building projects at Countryside Mennonite Fellowship
Church and School in the last forty years and have served on the
Faith Builders Board of Directors and Renovation Committee for
the last twenty-two years. An increased focus on retirement is
also in process.

34 Barb (Hoover Kitchen 96–98) Hege reports: "My husband,

Joel, and our two oldest children work on an organic dairy and
poultry farm. My husband gets out by doing some of the milk
routes, which puts him in contact with different people. In
church life he has the role of janitor and trustee, and now we are
also on the food committee."
Debra Burkholder (Housekeeping before 01) is still enjoying the
challenge of teaching first and second graders in the Finger
Lakes region of New York.

36 Jay and Rhoda (Kauffman Kitchen 00–01) Stoltzfus's first

child, Jason Ray, was born Mar. 25, 2018. He weighed 7 lb.14
oz., and was two weeks old at the time of the family photo.

37 (James (Bakery 00–01) and Kathryn Swartz, Isaiah, Timothy)
James writes: "Our second child and son, Timothy Anton, was
born June 20, 2017. My work and ministry is much the same as
in my last report. It includes helping with the production and sale
of humus compost, tending turkeys, some truck driving, and
serving on the Virginia camp board of Shenandoah Christian
Music camp."
Rose Miller (Kitchen 01–02) writes, " My work and my mailing
address have changed. I am currently a caregiver for my elderly
parents, and also for a friend who is a paraplegic."
New address:
802 Old White Hill Rd.
Stuarts Draft, VA 24477

33
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38 Brian and Kathy (Witmer Bakery 01–02) Rau live in Weyers

Cave, VA. Brian works at Tenneco Automotive making exhaust
equipment. Kathy spends her days with school commutes,
helping with her aging parents, and keeping the home fires
burning. This past school year, Sean,10, was in fourth grade, and
Garrett, 5, was in kindergarten.

39 Malinda Eberly (Domestics 06–08) is pursuing a Bachelor of
Social Work degree at Nyack College NYC and is actively
involved at Followers of Jesus Mennonite Church.

40 Daniel and Kathy (Miller Kitchen 11–12) Yoder joyfully

welcomed their first child, Brooklyn Kate, into their lives on Jan.
9, 2018.

41

Gerald (Maint. 12–13) and Grace Eicher live in Danville, OH
with their children Nicholas, Patrick, Brianna, and Karissa. Gerald
specializes in trim carpentry and serves as deacon at Mohican
Valley Door of Hope.

42 Lois Yoder (Kitchen 13–14) reports, "My current status is
doing Nursing School at Purdue University Fort Wayne."

Janelle Zook (Kitchen 13–14) works as a nurse aid at a nursing
home. On the side, she milks cows and sells baked goods. "I am
in full-time ministry being a Christian."

43 Jacob and Anna (Byler FBCS Secretary 14–15) Nisley are
shown with daughter Danica.
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Current Staff Updates

1

1

Tina Beachy (TAP 14) joined the Living History team as a
curriculum writer for Weavings in June 2017. She comes
from Hutchinson, KS, where she taught school for a total of
eight years.

2 & 3 Steven and Cynthia Brubaker celebrated their 30th

2

anniversary with a three-week trip through the Canadian
Rockies in June 2017. The entire round trip included Salt Lake
City, Jackson Hole, the Tetons, Yellowstone, Glacier National,
Banff, Jasper, Vancouver, Boeing, Seattle, the Pacific Ocean,
FB former staff and alumni, and one of Steven’s uncles. "We
also welcomed two new members to our family, Shane (John
Mark & Desirée) and Elias (Kyle & Brooke). In August, we
enjoyed attending Jimmy Carter’s Sunday School class in
Plains, GA."

4 Matthew Mast (TAP 03) writes: "In July 2017, I began the

role of Resource Group Administrator. In this role, I work with
event planning committees, oversee the bookstore, and
provide support for curriculum development staff and other
project development staff."
(Matthew & Larisa, Karlin, Adrian, Annaliese)

3

5 Gerald and Cathy Miller report, "Brendan, our oldest,
graduated from FBCS in May 2017."
(Gerald & Cathy, Brendan, Kara, Tyler, André, Alex)

4

5

Partnering with Faith Builders

Some alumni have decided to join the mission ofFaith Builders by making recurring financial contributions. Regardless ofthe size ofthe
gift, these regular contributions mean a great deal to us and encourage us to pursue the vision ofFaith Builders in faithfulness. We invite
you to partner with us through a pledge ofrecurring financial support.
The enclosed envelope includes the information needed to establish recurring or one-time donations to Faith Builders. For more
information, visit fbep.org/giving

CURRENT STAFF
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Faith Builders Students
2017–2018
Joseph & Ruby
Ebersole

LoisAnn Landis

Courtney Hochstetler
Nappanee, IN

Colquitt, GA

Jason Johnson
Salem, MO

Kyler Martin

Matthias Kauffman
Baltimore, MD

Verity Martin

North Lawrence, NY

Yolanda Lichty

Hummelstown, PA

Ontario, OR

Andrew Shenk

Rodney Snyder

Partridge, KS

New Holland, PA

Christian Ministries

Wallenstein, ON

Teacher Apprenticing
First Year pictured
Second Year

Rebecca Beiler | Greensburg, PA
Travis Brubaker | Guys Mills, PA
Seth Byler | Saegertown, PA
Kendrick Funk | Chambersburg, PA
Twila Heatwole | Dayton, VA
Kyla Hostetler | Malta, OH
Meghan Jantzi | St. Clements, ON
Kayleen Martin | Waterloo, ON
Jared Miller | Middlefield, OH
Bethany Peachey | Belleville, PA

First Year pictured
Second Year

Paul Byler | West Farmington, OH
Ryan Lapp | Burgettstown, PA
David Schrock | Dunnville, KY
Rosemary Stutzman | Bourbon, IN
Karl Zimmerman | Woodleaf, NC

Elma Penner
Grafton, NS

Marilyn Martin

Christy Miller
Nickerson, KS

Partridge, KS

Alisha Nisly

Kristin Nolt

Brenda Shenk

Aaron Stoltzfus

Jeffrey & Marcina
Stoltzfus

Rebekah Yoder

Cambridge Springs, PA

Partridge, KS

New Holland, PA

General Studies

First Year pictured at left
Second Year

Jonathan Yoder
Leesburg, IN

Conrad Martin | Jerome, ID
Kristi Mast | Nickerson, KS
Nathan Miller | Suceava, Romania
Eileen Mullet | Hayward, WI

Faith Builders
Volunteers
2017–2018

Ephrata, PA

Burgettstown, PA

Leon, IA

Mikayla Martin

Alicia Hochstedler

Bookstore

Housekeeping

Rockingham, VA

Mocksville, NC

Regina Peachey

Myron Martin

Katrina Miller

Louise Nisly

Hannah Zook

Dave & Ellie Yoder

Housekeeping

Maintenance

Kitchen

Kitchen

Kitchen

Houseparents

Swanton, MD
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Jerome, ID

Malta, OH

201 7–201 8 STUDENTS & VOLUNTEERS

Partridge, KS

Milroy, PA

Dover, DE

These second-year
TAP ladies survived their
second apprenticing term!
Left

The Ministry Tour for
Christian Ministries and
General Studies students
during Apprenticing Term
was planned for the usual
odd-year destination of
South Carolina to work
alongside the Carolina Chaplaincy Program. Due to the
approach of Hurricane Irma, South Carolina prisons went into
lockdown, effectively squashing the plans the students had
been perfecting over the preceding months. The hastilyarranged alternate location was Houston to assist with
Hurricane Harvey cleanup. A blog of the trip including photos
and video can be seen at https://fbministrytour.com/.
Right

Faith Builders Educational Programs

Highlights of Fall 201 7

This capable, energetic kitchen crew served
hundreds of meals during Teachers Week.
Below

On the first day of Foundations Week 2017,
everyone gathered outside to observe the eclipse.
Left

Renovation began in
the Center Section with
demolition. A crew gutted
the two apartments and
opened up space that was
classrooms in the original
building. The renovation of
this space into staff offices
and a visitor reception area
should be completed by the
end of 2018.
Above

In November, 40 guests attended Open
House. One feature of the day was this interview
with four current students.
Below

FB 201 7 FALL HIGHLIGHTS
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FAITH BUILDERS
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
28527 Guys Mills Road
Guys Mills, PA 16327

Address Service Requested

Mar. 20, 2018: Sunrise above the Faith Builders east wing
Photo by Jonathan Yoder

