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Letter from the Administrator
Steven Brubaker

We admire when someone is able to take a complexity and cut through to a
simplicity that everyone intuitively recognizes. This seems to be what happens
when Jesus is asked to name the most important imperative. His concise
response, "Love the Lord your God," elicits a deep visceral yes. That seed
answer directly impinges on all the fundamental questions ofreality. It is our
work as churches, homes, and schools to nurture that seed until it permeates
our being, our doing, and our thinking.
It is to this overarching purpose ofloving God that we dedicate this inaugural
edition ofthe Faith Builders alumni newsletter Connections. We have a rich
history involving many people, many experiences, many relationships. But
then people move on. How does a person's experience here at Faith Builders
fit with the rest ofone's life? We sometimes use the analogy ofa travel plaza
along the interstate to describe the role ofFaith Builders in a person's journey.
For most people who come our way, we are not a destination—a place for
people to come and stay. But we are a place ofrefueling, reorientation, and
rest. Our highest purpose is met when students return to their communities
energized and equipped to serve the church, to serve their families, and to
serve their communities—out oftheir love for God.
This annual newsletter is intended to nourish the connections
formed at Faith Builders in ways that further enable local
faithfulness and fruitfulness.

Connections, a publication of Faith Builders Educational Programs, is Connections Staff:

dedicated to nurturing the relationships among alumni and to
encouraging faithful service for a lifetime.
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Miller (back cover)

Anabaptist community by discipling people toward humble, joyful,
Christ-centered participation in the Kingdom of God.
Faith Builders Administration:
Administrator: Steven Brubaker
Training Institute Administrator: Glendon Strickler
Christian School Administrator: Gerald Miller
Operations Administrator: Sheldon Kauffman

Alumni Relations & Project Coordinator: Matthew Mast (TAP '03)

Connections considers for publication materials submitted by

students, alumni, faculty, staff, and others. We reserve the right to edit
or refuse items for publication.
Submissions for publication may be sent to:

Faith Builders Educational Programs
Connections

28527 Guys Mills Road
Guys Mills, PA 1 6327
Email: connections@fbep.org
FAX: 81 4-789-3396
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Ou r Li v es S i n ce F B

Laverne and Jul i e ( Stol tzfus) Gl i ck ( both TAP ' 09)
In a ranch house in Drumore, PA, Julie Glick sits at a
computer. Her four-year-old daughter is sounding out
“The Friendly Beasts” on the piano, while her two-yearold removes her shoes after a foray outside, then
bustles into the playroom to see what her sister is now
up to (piano playing having lasted 30 seconds). Julie
tries to pull her thoughts together over the sounds of
her children playing and the oven fan running,
keeping the maple sap she’s boiling from ruining the
ceiling in her kitchen. She’s treasuring today and the
fact that she is not going to massage school tonight
and that she has not gone to Meadows of Hope this
morning to monitor school while Laverne and Bettina
are in staff meeting. It’s good, school is, both schools,
but it does make her busy, and she enjoys Mondays
and having an uninterrupted evening.
A mile away, in the basement of the Meadows of
Hope house, Laverne leads a group of five at-risk teen
girls in setting goals for their garden and planning
how they’ll plant the garden to meet those goals.
Tension is kind of high right now. One of the girls is
new and that always throws everyone for a loop. He’s
giving them less to do this year than he tried to last
year. Some of the planning is simply beyond the
group at this point. It’s more important to get them on
board and excited about the plan than to get them to
do all the work of planning. It’s fun to look back and
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realize how much he has grown and learned since
they came almost two years ago to help start this
residential ministry. He’s much better at getting the
group on board and excited about what they’re doing.
It’s fun leading the group in making goals, now that
he knows how to keep them focused on the goals and
how to hold them accountable to carry them out. The
coaching and mentoring he received from Teresa
Beachy in those areas has been vital. It’s much better
to learn from a professional than to figure it out on
your own. He’s glad he has the opportunity to do the
same thing for the teen girls in the garden, teaching
by doing. One of the best parts of his job is an
8:30–1 2:30 school day so he can be out in the garden
for part of the day too. Gardening helps him stay sane.
And the rhythms of the garden create natural times to
look back and see growth.
Back at the house, Julie takes a break to check on
her maple syrup and get supper started. The girls pull
up stools and crowd in beside her. She gives them
jobs to do. Eliana gets the purple potatoes out of the
fridge and washes them in the sink. Lucia puts the
orange squash pieces into a mixing bowl. Julie adds
parsnips to the top and pauses to admire the layers of
color. Orange, purple, white. They’ve been blessed
with an abundance of food from their garden this year
and it’s fun to watch grocery bills plummet as they use
squash, potatoes, sweet potatoes, cabbage, and carrots as staples.
She wonders how many people whom
she normally interacts with will read this
blurb. Bettina, Juanita, and Curt from
Meadows of Hope will see it. April and
Josh, Mel and Hosanna, Anthony and Jess
from their families. Then Michael and Caia,
Jordan and Robin from church. Church.
She’s grateful for their church. It’s intense
meeting with a small group in houses, but
it’s called for a lot of growth too, and given
a lot of joy, and that’s good. The thought
of all those people reading it doesn’t make
writing any easier.
The child on her lap gives a shiver and
she hustles her over to the potty. She
doesn’t enjoy wet laps, but potty training
is very nice because she doesn’t have to
wash as many diapers.
Back at the computer, she thinks back to
FB. It was a time of change for both her
and Laverne. For her, it was a time of
growing up, and learning to trust that God

Meadows of Hope
support staff (left),
house staff (right)

could take care of her, even if she didn’t manage to
trust him the way she ought. It was a time of creativity
and joy and learning to connect with people, as well
as a time of loneliness and discomfort. For Laverne it
had been more of an intellectual journey, asking
questions he’d never asked before and seeing things
he’d never seen before. Starting dating shortly after
graduation hadn’t helped either of them reconnect
well with their communities, and in some ways, it
seemed that the change that had taken place so far
from home needed to be recreated at home, in the
familiar relationships and environments. It felt like
they had had to start over, way back. Relationships
weren’t what they had been because of the two years
and getting married and moving, and relationships
were what Laverne and Julie needed.
Lyme disease complicated it all. It made it hard to
teach at Pequea, their church’s school where Laverne
had taught before he went to FB. It made it hard to be
with people. It made being a new parent hard. It made
everything hard. After two years of struggling to teach
through Lyme, they’d decided not to do it another
year, so they’d moved to Julie’s home area into a small
apartment on the home farm and began market
gardening and raising broilers. Soon joined by turkeys.
Hens. Another cow. Pigs. Sheep.
Market gardening was hard, but market days and
educating people about farming and food were a
highlight. They wondered about starting a school on a
farm. Then Juanita told them about a place called
Meadows of Hope starting in southern Lancaster
County that planned to use horses, the arts, and
gardening to help at risk teen girls. They were
fascinated, and contacted Curt Weaver. He thought
the school teacher role would fit Laverne, but they
were not interested in that so soon after burning out
at teaching. They continued farming.
They went to Marriage Encounter and learned a lot
about listening to each other and were able to
communicate better, not only with each other but
with others. Lyme symptoms steadily retreated. This
lasted for one year, and part of the next year. Then
halfway through the growing season, Laverne had
another attack of Lyme disease. Julie had been able to
finish out the year of market and CSA’s with help from

their church and family (and a tiny, growing baby
inside) as Laverne slowly improved, but they had
some big questions by then. Was this really what they
wanted to do? Did this really meet their gifts and
visions? Was God trying to tell them something?
They prayed a lot. They talked to family and friends.
They got counsel from Milo Zehr. Laverne remembered the conversation they’d had with Juanita about
Meadows of Hope. He talked to Milo about it, who
(they hadn’t known) was on the steering committee.
Milo offered to sit in a meeting with them and Teresa
Beachy (who was doing the hiring) and make sure the
questions that needed to be asked were asked. Julie
had been rather opposed. She didn’t see school as a
good option for them. But they went to the meeting.
Teresa told them what Meadows of Hope was about
and asked, “Where do you see yourself fitting?”
They began thinking and dreaming. Julie soon felt
deep knowledge inside that this was right, although
she grieved deeply leaving their farming venture.
Laverne was accepted as the Director of Education
and Horticulture and they moved shortly after the
birth of their second daughter.
Start-ups are always hard. This one had its share of
rocky places, but it had lots of green grass too. Lots of
chances to learn: videos, books, classes, and one-onone mentoring and teaching. Good working relationships with fellow staff. The information they
learned to help troubled girls often applied to their
own lives as well. They began to feel that they were
finally integrating the information they’d learned at FB
and were back at a place of being able to connect
with others and live well with them. They were
starting to trust God to talk to them when they
needed direction, and to take care of them when they
followed him.
Julie comes back to the present. She needs to finish
getting supper ready. She hasn’t answered most of the
suggested questions, she realizes with chagrin, at
least not explicitly. She grins. It reminds her of her final
speech where she told stories for 1 0 minutes, rather
than expounding on a theme for 5 minutes. Oh well,
she thinks, I’ll just have to let the story answer the
questions for me. It’ll probably do a better job anyway.
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What We're Reading...

Top-of-the-stack book recommendations from the last year

Compiled from submissions by alumni. Due to space constraints, descriptions may be edited, and not all submissions are listed.
The Next Christendom:
The Coming of Global Christianity

Christian Life &Relationships
The Healing Path:
How the Hurts in Your Past Can Lead You
to a More Abundant Life
Dan Allender

Rose Fisher '1 3 With the proper tools, pain

and brokenness in our lives can be healed,
redeemed, and used to honor the Father.

The Calling:
A Challenge to Walk the Narrow Road

Brother Andrew with Verne Becker
Kendall Myers '04 Reflecting on the lessons
he has learned from his life’s work, Brother
Andrew calls every Christian to a devout life
of trust and active obedience.

Why Forgive?

Johann Christoph Arnold
Eric Beachy '1 4 As Arnold quotes Martin
Luther King, Jr.: “We must develop and
maintain the capacity to forgive. Whoever is
devoid of the power to forgive is devoid of
the power to love.”

The Kingdom that Turned the
World Upside Down
David Bercot

Heidi (Hostetler) King '04

’

Transforming Grace: Living Confidently
in God’s Unfailing Love
Jerry Bridges

Estalee Martin '06 Grace has been sung about

so often that we hardly understand anymore
what’s so amazing about it. Addressing our
legalistic, yet sinful nature, Bridges gently
shows how far short of God’s grace we fall on
our own. Then he paints a vivid picture of
grace and we no longer wonder what’s so
amazing about it!

Josh Nisley '1 0 Using historical and statistical

data, Jenkins shows how the “center of gravity”
of Christianity is shifting from the global North
to the global South. He explores implications
of this shift for Christianity, global society, and
world politics.

The Imitation of Christ
Thomas á Kempis
Julia Byler '1 5

The Jesus Storybook Bible:
Every Story Whispers His Name
Sally Lloyd-Jones

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 A telling of

the Bible from a Jesus-centered perspective.

The Insanity of God:
A True Story of Faith Resurrected

Nik Ripken with Gregg Lewis
Lonnie Weaver '05 Graphically shows the place
of suffering in advancing the kingdom.

The Insanity of Obedience:
Walking with Jesus in Tough Places

Nik Ripken with Barry Stricker
R.S. After working in one of the toughest
places in the world, Ripken and his wife
wanted to know if and how it is possible for
faith to survive through severe persecution…
so they interviewed hundreds of believers in
over 70 countries. How are we to live as sheep
among wolves?

Keep Your Love On! Connection,
Communication & Boundaries
Danny Silk

Bettina Yoder '07 Silk offers a straightforward,

powerful approach to loving people no matter
how difficult the relationship.
Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 Develop
powerful love that casts out fear.

Christianity Unshackled:
Are You a Truth Seeker?

Emotions:
Confront the Lies. Conquer with Truth.

Will Schmucker '04 Explains and refutes the

Dwight Yoder '1 0 Stanley strives to equip

Harold R. Eberle

divide between the spiritual and the natural
realms in Western thinking.

The Call: Finding and Fulfilling the
Central Purpose of Your Life
Os Guinness

Javan Bender '07 A modern classic on

discerning the call of God in one’s life.

Thin Places: Six Postures for Creating &
Practicing Missional Community

Jon Huckins with Rob Yackley
Will Schmucker '04 The “postures” Huckins
describes are listening, submerging, inviting,
contending, imagining, and entrusting.
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WHAT WE'RE READING

Charles F. Stanley

readers to break free from negative emotions
that weigh on their lives. When the sources of
these emotions are identified, they can be
addressed with truth from Scripture, and be
healed.

When People are Big and God is Small:
Overcoming Peer Pressure,
Codependency, and the Fear of Man
Edward T. Welch

Barb (Kinsinger) Beachy When we value

people’s input and approval more than God’s,
Satan robs us of much, and we rob ourselves
of the riches in Christ.

What We're Reading...
Women of the Word: How to Study the
Bible with Both Our Hearts and Our Minds

Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our
Children From Nature-Deficit Disorder

Keith & Lisa (Good) Yoder '06

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 Studies

Jen Wilkin

Getting Love Right

Dallas Willard
R.S. Transforming truth packed into 1 2
pages. Willard develops the difference
between “doing” and “being” love.

Hearing God: Developing a
Conversational Relationship with God
Dallas Willard

Kendall Myers '04 In his thoughtful and

engaging style, Willard carefully tackles the
difficult subject of hearing God’s voice in our
everyday lives. My life takes place completely
within God’s total care, both when I’m
conscious of his quiet leading, and when I
must rely on God’s “natural” gifts.
Will Schmucker '04 An excellent book on
hearing God’s voice.

Simply Christian:
Why Christianity Makes Sense
N.T. Wright

Samuel Stoltzfus '1 5 I am finding this an

intellectually satisfying examination of
Christianity. Humanity’s cry for justice is an
echo of the Voice of our Creator.
Javan Bender '07 An engaging summary of
the basic tenets of the Christian faith.

The Jesus I Never Knew

Richard Louv

show that contact with nature is very
important to a child’s physical and emotional
development.

The Mystery of Marriage
Mike Mason

Julia Byler '1 5

Adopted for Life: The Priority of Adoption
for Christian Families and Churches
Russell D. Moore

Keith & Lisa (Good) Yoder '06

The Connected Child
Karyn B. Purvis et al.

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 When

spanking isn’t enough (or was that love?)…
Strategies to help adopted (or any) kids who
missed the trust and love connection most of
us get in our first 3–1 8 months, and need to
connect before anything else will “work.”

Education &Lifestyle
Teaching with Love and Logic:
Taking Control of the Classroom
Jim Fay and David Funk

see Parenting with Love and Logic above

Philip Yancey

Consider This: Charlotte Mason and
the Classical Tradition

beyond our buttoned-down ideas of who
Jesus Christ is.

Heidi (Hostetler) King '04 Glass “explores the

Bettina Yoder '07 Yancey invites us to see

A Biblical Theology of the Old Testament
Roy B. Zuck, editor
Lonnie Weaver '05 Scholars look at God’s
revelation unfolding through the Old
Testament. In Pentateuch theology, Israel
was a vassal state under God’s covenant.

Marriage &Parenting
You and Me Forever:
Marriage in Light of Eternity

Francis Chan and Lisa Chan
Carol (Yoder) Bear VS Our goal should not be
to have a perfect marriage, but to grow in
our relationship with God and His eternal
purpose for us together.

Parenting With Love and Logic
Foster Cline, MD and Jim Fay

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 Teach

children responsibility for their behavior by
training them to make good choices, rather
than controlling them.
JeffGarman VS About parents helping
children see how their choices have
consequences.

Karen Glass

classical emphasis on formation of character
and links Charlotte Mason’s ideas to the
thinkers of the past.”

The One World Schoolhouse:
Education Reimagined
Salman Khan

Kendall Myers '04 Khan tells the story of Khan

Academy from its birth as a tutoring system
for his niece to its impact world-wide. He
proposes a radical shift in the West’s approach
to education, touting the potential of
technology to custom-tailor a system for every
individual.

Teaching from Rest: A Homeschooler’s
Guide to Unshakable Peace
Sarah Mackenzie

Heidi (Hostetler) King '04 Also applies to

mothering from rest.

How to Grow a School Garden:
A Complete Guide for Parents and Teachers
Arden Bucklin-Sporer and
Rachel Kathleen Pringle

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 Why grow a

school garden, and how to make it happen.

WHAT WE'RE READING
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What We're Reading...
Gut and Psychology Syndrome

Dr. Natasha Campbell-McBride MD
Rose Fisher '1 3 Discusses “nutritional
biochemical connections with psychiatric
and neurological disorders and gastrointestinal function.” This is interesting to me
because of the explosion of food allergies
and sensitivities affecting my family.

Doing Time in the Garden:
Life Lessons Through Prison Horticulture
James Jiler

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 Jiler’s

account of his successful prison horticulture
program.

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle:
A Year of Food Life

Barbara Kingsolver
Rachel Zehr '1 4 With humor and wit,
Kingsolver chronicles her family’s one-year
experiment in eating ethically-grown local
foods. Includes recipes and food ideas.

In Defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto
and Food Rules: An Eater’s Manual
Michael Pollan

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09

How should we then eat?

Enough: Finding More by Living with Less
Will Davis Jr.

Dennis Yoder '09 This book explores the very

un-American questions, “How much is
enough, and who says so?” I was challenged
to ask myself what my life would look like if I
believed I had enough.

Through the Eye of a Needle:
The Doctrine of Nonaccumulation
Roger Hertzler

Trevor Shenk '1 4 A straightforward look at

Jesus’ teachings on laying up treasure in
Heaven instead of investing in worthless
things on earth. Hertzler addresses many
objections and offers practical advice for
being kingdom focused with our finances.

The Other Side of the Wall: Exercising
Discernment in Helping the Poor
Gary Miller

Twila (Stoner) Stoltzfus '1 0 Miller's “Global

Anecdotes” prefacing each chapter
expanded my worldview. He wittily exposes
the poverty on our side of the wall, and gives
contra-traditional suggestions for helping
those on the other side from their poverty.

Encounter God in the City: Onramps to
Personal and Community Transformation
Randy White

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 Living in

the country can help us think we are holier
than we are. But God is in the city, too. Living
there can reveal things about ourselves that
we’d never find out in the clean, safe
suburbs.
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Created for Work: Practical Insights
for Young Men and
Practical Happiness: A Young Man’s
Guide to a Contented Life
Bob Schultz

Kendall Myers '04 With good-natured

candidness, these two little volumes share
heartfelt and down-to-earth wisdom with
young men who are on the brink of adult
responsibilities.

Influencer: The New Science of
Leading Change and
Crucial Conversations:
Tools for Talking When Stakes are High

Joseph Grenny, Kerry Patterson, et al.
Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 Behaviors
and strategies that lead change, and how to
have hard conversations.

The One Minute Manager

Kenneth Blanchard PhD
and Spencer Johnson MD and

Gung Ho! Turn On the People
in Any Organization

Ken Blanchard and Sheldon Bowles
Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 In story
form, Blanchard teaches how to lead well by
creating an environment that motivates and
turns people on.

History &Biography
Jesus in Iran

Eugene Bach (Back to Jerusalem, Inc.)
Carol (Yoder) Bear VS Includes a brief history of
Iran from Bible times to the current rigid
Islamic rule, and an exciting, eye-opening
account of what God is currently doing in the
underground church.

Reconciliation:
Islam, Democracy, and the West
Benazir Bhutto

Michael Petersheim '98 (Audiobook) Bhutto

believes that Islam is not incompatible with
democracy, but short-sighted Western policies
have undermined democracy in Muslim
nations. Gives insight into how Muslims view
themselves and the world.

The Rise and Fall of Alexandria:
Birthplace of the Modern World

Justin Pollard and Howard Reid
Michael Petersheim '98 (Audiobook) The city
founded by Alexander the Great became a
center of knowledge. Priceless treasures of
antiquity were lost with her fall. Provides
background for the intertestamental period
and early Christianity.

Poland: A Novel

James A. Michener
Eric Beachy '1 4 Simply a great book on
Poland’s history. I know many in FBdom are
familiar with Michener. If you haven’t read this
one, it’s worth your time.

What We're Reading...
Miracles and Massacres: True and Untold
Stories of the Making of America

She is Mine: A War Orphan’s Incredible
Journey of Survival

James Swartz VS True but lesser known

Carol (Yoder) Bear VS The incredible story of a

Glenn Beck

stories, some heroic and some dastardly,
from the history of the United States.

Major Problems in the Era of the
American Revolution, 1 760–1 791 , 2nd Ed.

Stephanie Fast

young Korean-American girl who was
abandoned at the age of four. The book
describes her years of survival leading up to
her miraculous adoption.

Edited by Richard D. Brown
Chris Miller '1 0 “Arose late, again.”—Even
President John Adams struggled to rise with
the sun! Explores the American Revolution
and surrounding events through actual
letters and diaries.

Mover of Men and Mountains

The Untold History of the United States

Robert K. Murray and Roger W. Brucker
Michael Petersheim '98 (Audiobook) The 1 925
attempt to rescue a caver trapped in the
Mammoth Cave region of Kentucky drew
disproportionate media attention. This story
shows how much things have changed in the
last 90 years, and how much they’ve stayed
the same.

Oliver Stone, Peter Kuznick
Michael Petersheim '98 (Audiobook) Despite
American rhetoric about promoting freedom
and democracy around the globe, the U.S.
government has engaged in numerous
empire-building exercises that favor the
industrial-military complex and U.S.
corporate interests. This book’s perspective
confirms my conviction that Christians are
pilgrims and strangers in this world.

Given: Poems
Wendell Berry

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 Poetry

about life, trees, people, resurrection, and
many other things, all in Berry’s disturbing,
compelling, green way of thinking.

The God of all Comfort:
Finding Your Way into His Arms
Dee Brestin

Carol (Yoder) Bear VS The touching story of

how Dee lost her 59-year-old husband to
cancer. She openly shares her sorrow and
how God touched her with His comfort.

Malabar Farm

Louis Bromfield

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 A

fascinating snapshot of Bromfield’s life on his
farm in Ohio during World War II. These days
we’d probably call what he did “sustainable
agriculture,” but in his day it was just good
farming.

The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely
Convert: An English Professor’s Journey
into Christian Faith
Rosaria Champagne Butterfield
Keith & Lisa (Good) Yoder '06

God’s Missionary

Amy Carmichael
Joel Martin '08 This book calls for a radical
abandonment to the way of the cross. Amy
Carmichael’s passion to know Jesus comes
through on every page. What a testimony, a
beautiful sacrifice, if we abandon everything
for our King who gave His all for us.

R.G. LeTourneau
JeffGarman VS Autobiography of a Christian
man who started producing large earthmoving equipment in the 1 920s.

Trapped! The Story of Floyd Collins

Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus: A Devout
Muslim Encounters Christianity

Nabeel Qureshi
R.S. Qureshi shares in detail the theological
and emotional struggles he faced in his search
to know God. Through friendship with a
believer, he was continually confronted with
truth and love which eventually he was unable
to resist.
Andrew Korver '02 An exciting, captivating
book. Qureshi reveals how difficult it is for
Muslims to embrace Christianity, with possibly
the worst obstacle being rejection by family. I
was encouraged by the ability of Christianity
to stand up clearly against a very rigorous,
intellectual challenge.

J.R.R. Tolkien: Author of the Century
Tom Shippey

Titus Kuhns '1 4 A study of the works of Tolkien.

Gone for the Day
Ned Smith

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 Journal of a

Pennsylvania wildlife artist.

Home on the Rock Pile
Home on the Blue Ridge
The Long Road Home
Pablo Yoder

Emily Turner '09 Pablo permeates the amazing

stories of his life with warmth, exuberance,
and a very real devotion to Christ. The first two
books describe his childhood at an outreach
in the Virginia mountains where Faith Mission
Home is now. The third tells of his family’s
move to Costa Rica and his rebellious years
and conversion. Read also Angels Over Waslala
and Angels in the Night: church planting in
Nicaragua, despite many armed robberies.

WHAT WE'RE READING
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What We're Reading...
Adult &Children's Fiction
Silence

Shusaku Endo

Josh Nisley '1 0 A historical novel set in 1 7th-

H.L. Roush, Sr.

Nathan Nolt '1 3 Illustrates the negative effects

of the Industrial Revolution and resulting
Consumerism.

century Japan that deals with themes of
persecution, apostasy, God and suffering,
and Eastern and Western interpretations of
Christianity. It’s a powerful story—both
unsettling and inspiring.

The Pearl

The Cellist of Sarajevo

The Two Towers

Desirée (Brubaker) Kuhns '1 2 Set during the

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 Audiobook

Steven Galloway

siege of Sarajevo, this novel traces the main
character’s responses to the hardship of war.

Pontius Pilate
Paul L. Maier

John Steinbeck

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 If you’ve

already read Steinbeck, I don’t need to say
anything. If you haven’t, do.
J.R.R. Tolkien

brings this ALIVE.

Walking Home
Eric Walters

Karen Nolt '1 5 Two children whose parents are

informative read gives the known history of
Pilate in narrative form.

victims of the political violence in Kenya walk
over a hundred miles across Kenya in search of
relatives they have never seen before.

Island of the World

The Martian

Libby Turner '07
Titus Kuhns '1 4 This fictional biography of a

Josh Nisley '1 0 A survival tale in the tradition of

Rolin Martin '1 3 This interesting and

Michael D. O’Brien

Croat living in the Balkans during and after
WWII flows beautifully through his complex
life of horror and forgiveness.
Samuel Stoltzfus '1 5 My second reading, but I
still found it a gripping, heart-rending tale. In
it I find some answers to my own struggles
with knowing who I am and navigating
difficult experiences. I also see glimpses of a
resolution to the dichotomy of being
nothing in and of ourselves and yet finding
everything in Christ.

Father Elijah: An Apocalypse and
Sophia House
Michael D. O’Brien

Matthew Mast '03 Father Elijah illustrates the

significance and value of efforts to stand
against evil. Its prequel Sophia House reveals
the struggle between temptation to sin and
our desire to follow Christ, and shows as well
the redemptive power of accepting the
fathering love of God.

Andy Weir

Robinson Crusoe that features a castaway
astronaut on Mars. Not a lot of deep themes
going on in this one, but it gets points for
suspense and scientific rigor.

Trouble River
Betsy Byars

Bettina Yoder '07 Twelve-year-old Dewey

daringly helps his grandmother escape from
the Indians on a handmade raft. (Disclaimer:
I’m only halfway through, so don’t read it to
your children based on my recommendation.
You never know what might happen yet…)

The Miraculous Journey of
Edward Toulane
Kate DiCamillo

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 A selfish

china rabbit learns to love and to risk.

Storm Alarm
A Bear Scare
Discontent Brings Trouble

Alan Paton

Julia Byler '1 5

Norma Plank
(self-published; contact: 41 9-339-9708)
James Swartz VS These children’s stories
advocate admirable attributes.

Gilead

Rosario’s Fig Tree

Cry, the Beloved Country

Marilynne Robinson
Dennis Yoder '09 An aging pastor in the
Midwest tells his young son about the
everyday experiences and conversations that
have shaped his life. This is a fun read in
which there are myriad pithy observations
about life thrown together with about as
much connection to each other as some of
my mentoring journals.

8

Henry and the Great Society

WHAT WE'RE READING

Charis Wahl

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 A little girl is

introduced to garden magic by her older
immigrant neighbor, Rosario.

The Biggest Bear
Lynd Ward

Laverne & Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick '09 When a little

boy finds a bear cub, it soon gets way too big
and destructive for the community. When he
takes responsibility for his bear…well, it all
works out in a way that your kids will be
happy.

Keeshon Washington
TAP | First Year
York, PA

Myron Brubacher
TAP | Second Year

Allenford, ON, Canada

Jordan Lehman
TAP | Second Year
Guys Mills, PA

Nelson Martin
TAP | Second Year
Jerome, ID

Christopher Miller
TAP | Second Year
McConnelsville, OH

Landon & Julia Miller
TAP | Second Year
Hillsville, VA

Susanna Nolt
TAP | Second Year
Ephrata, PA

Joseph & Melissa Shantz
TAP | Second Year
Linwood, ON, Canada

Cuajimalpa de Morelos,
Col. San José de los Cedros,
Mexico

Angelica Aragon
TAP | First Year

• The National College Credit
Recommendation Service (NCCRS)
conducted their second course evaluation
in October. 45 courses were evaluated,
and we anticipate credit recommendations being offered for 44 courses.

• Air conditioning was installed in the
cafeteria and center section classrooms in
June.

Partridge, KS

Renovation...

Timothy Shenk
TAP | Second Year

Course Evaluation...

• An elevator was installed in July to
provided handicapped accessibility
between the west wing and the cafeteria.

Liberty, SC

Kathryn Williamson
TAP | Second Year

Perkins, OK

Hannah Airulla
CM | First Year

Mifflinburg, PA

James Yoder
TAP | First Year

York, PA

Dover, DE

David Yoder
TAP | First Year

Austin & Diane Shenk
TAP | Second Year

. . . . . . Faith Builders Students 2015–2016 . . . . . .

Recordings...

Burgettstown, PA

Renita Zook
TAP | Second Year

Huntsville, AR

Kenneth & Charis Kauffman
CM | First Year

• The men's dorm was extensively
renovated. Highlights include converting
• Silent Night, a recording of Heart &
Voice Men's Chorus 2014, was released in the open dorm into a houseparents'
apartment, and the former houseparents'
November 2015.
apartment into a three-bedroom dorm pod.
In addition, carpet and drop ceiling were
• Upon Your Heart, a recording of the
Faith Builders Chorale tour of Britain, June installed in the hallway.
2015, was released in December 2015.
See below.

New Paris, IN

Elaine Martin
CM | Second Year

Hutchinson, KS

Frieda Kuepfer
CM | First Year

Faith Builders Chorale
Tour ofGreat Britain

Stuart Mullet ('1 6)
Emily Turner ('09)
Libby Turner ('07)
Matthew Varney (CLR
& TAP '04–'06)
Jesse Weaver ('1 3)

Hutchinson, KS

Matthew & Andrea Nisly
CM | Second Year

Lititz, PA

Carla Smoker
CM | Second Year

Rosemary Eberly ('06)
Ruth Anna Kuhns ('09)
Jordan Lehman ('1 6)
Lisa Miller ('1 4)
Christopher Mullet
Marie Mullet

Katrina Weaver (staff)
Hannah Yoder ('1 4)
Bettina Yoder ('07)
David Yoder ('1 7)
Daniel Yutzy ('1 4)

Ephrata, PA

John Thomas Navuduri
CM | First Year

Krishna Dist, Andhra Pradesh, India

Eric Beachy ('1 4)
Rosalie Beiler ('1 4)
Antoine Brubaker
Courtney Brubaker
Travis Brubaker
Emily Byler ('1 4)

Rosalie Snyder
CM | Second Year

Nickerson, KS

Hannah Miller
CM | First Year

Guilford, NY

Sarah Mannhardt
CM | First Year

Numerous alumni, faculty and staff, board members, and others who have been
involved at Faith Builders participated in Faith Buildes Chorale's tour of England and
Scotland, June 1 1 –24, 201 5. The Chorale, directed by Brandon Mullet, presented
seven concerts in Great Britain:
1 2 June Beech Grove Community, Nonington, Kent
1 3 June Burrswood Christian Hospital, Groombridge, Tunbridge Wells
1 6 June St. Edwards Church, Stow-on-the-Wold
1 7 June St. Mary and St. Nicholas Church, Littlemore, Oxford
20 June St. Giles Cathedral, Royal Mile, Edinburgh
20 June Grahamston Evangelical Church, Miller Hall, Falkirk
22 June St. Lukes Church, Sevenoaks, Kent
Tour leaders and hosts were Brandon & Marie Mullet, Steven & Cynthia Brubaker,
Stephen Russell, John & Mary Nisley, Gordon & Emily Goertzen, and Mark & Cathy
Hostetler.
The following FB graduates, full-time students, staff family, and staff were chorale
members:

CM=Christian Ministries, GS=General Studies, TAP=Teacher Apprenticing Program

Tristan Eshleman
GS | First Year
Richland, PA

Obadiah Martin
GS | First Year
Mifflin, PA

Janice Wittmer
GS | First Year
Odon, IN

Gary Reimer
Non-track Studies

Peter & Esther Reimer
Non-track Studies

Spanish Lookout, Belize Spanish Lookout, Belize

Anita Yoder
Non-track Studies

Dunmore East, Ireland

Braden Zimmerman Kevin & Krystal Smucker
GS | Second Year
GS | Second Year
Wakarusa, IN

McConnelsville, OH

Stuar t Mullet
GS | Second Year
Guys Mills, PA

Yo ur
Pa g e s
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David (FB Business Office Manager
96–09) and Grace (Breneman TAP 93)
Strubhar and their children Jonathan,
Marianna, Elizabeth, and Abigail are living
next door to David's mother in Oregon.
"David does accounting and tax work, and
the rest of the family is involved in schoolwork at present. Jonathan is graduating
from highschool this spring. Abigail does a
mixture of homeschool and public
kindergarten for special needs children.
Come visit us when you travel West!!"

Alumni Updates
Information as oflate 201 5
unless otherwise noted

12 998

Abbreviation Key
TAP=Teacher Apprenticing Program
MAP=Ministry Apprenticing Program
(through 2012)

CM=Christian Ministries (2013 on)
GS=General Studies (2013 on)
VS=Voluntary Service
CLR=Christian Learning Resource
(FBEP bookstore)
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2000
5

3 Michael (TAP 98) and Mary Lois

Marlene Slabaugh (MAP 02) is working as
a copywriter and blogger for a marketing
company, where the goal is to help
businesses and nonprofits get more
visibility and grow.

2

5

Jason Burkholder (TAP 99) has been
teaching at Anchor Christian School in
Shippensburg, PA, since graduating from
FB. "Currently I am teaching grades 5–6.
My teaching interests include Bible,
history, and middle-school study habits. I
married Dianne Conley on July 8, 2000.
We have five children: Katrina, Kealalaina,
Kerry, Kirsten, and Kaleb. We live on a
small farm and have animals for the
children to tend. I enjoy taking part in the
Bible studies at the local county jail. We
are part of the Portico River Brethren
church community."

Ryan and Rachel (Hochstetler TAP 98)
Herschberger own a custom kitchen and
woodworking business. "As a family
ministry we have been doing foster care
for three years. We are signed up for foster
adoption, waiting for a child we can keep
forever! We have had seven children in our
home, and now are thoroughly enjoying a
sweet baby boy who was placed with us
right from the hospital." (Ryan and Rachel,
Leighton, Harrison, Alena, and Jefferson,
with foster baby Michael)
Petersheim provide behind-the-scenes
support for Hampden Mennonite Church
and Hampden Christian School in
Baltimore, MD. Michael works as a
mechanical designer and database
developer, and Mary Lois spends her time
as a homemaker.

1

14 999

Ellis and Lynita (Miller TAP 00) Miller
have been living in Bangladesh since 2006.
Lynita puts her TAP training to use homeschooling Seth, Niccolas, Kirsten, and
Annalise. Ellis runs CodeCrafters, a
software company. Together they have a
vision to disciple head, heart and hands in
a cross-cultural setting.

2002

3

6

6 Andrew (TAP 02) and Mary Korver, married 19 years as of

2015, have four children: Andrea (17), Heidi (15), Gilbert (13),
and Erica (10). They are involved with Edisto Mennonite
Church of Branchville, SC, where Andrew serves as one of
two trustees, and teaches Sunday School when his turn
arrives. He also participates in Barnwell Mennonite Chorale.
Three days a week he builds doors for storage barns, and two
days a week works with a new company planning to market a
piece of poultry house equipment. (Photo: previous page)

2003

Vivian Mast (MAP 03) is finishing her last year as Dean of
Women at Faith Builders. She will transition to full-time office
work there the first of June 2016.

7 Matthew (TAP 03) and Larisa (Zehr) Mast are delighted

with their three children: Karlin, 6; Adrian, 4; and Annaliese, 1
in January 2016. Matthew is employed at Faith Builders.

2004

Ben and Leila (Lauver TAP 04) Hartranft and son Dominick
Benjamin welcomed Patrick Joel in February 2015.

8 Heidi Rae (Hostetler MAP 04) King is married to Floyd King,

a mechanic/truck salesman. Heidi is a homemaker and
homeschools their two daughters, in first grade and
kindergarten. "We are living in Lancaster County, PA, trying to
follow Jesus' example as we relate to our neighbors, and with
our involvement as small group leaders at church."

9 Kendall (MAP 04) and Janelle (Kauffman MAP 07) Myers

welcomed their fourth child, Justus Craig, into their family on
Nov. 2, 2015. "We all love him dearly." Kendall writes: "I work
at Waynesboro Mennonite School where I serve as principal
and teacher for grades 10–12. This year I've enjoyed

7

10

developing a new class that we call Vocational Skills
Practicum, in which 10th to 12th graders spend around four
hours a week learning knowledge and skills from men and
women of our church community. I also enjoy parenting our
four preschoolers with Janelle. It's fun to watch our children
awaken to the world and to give them guidance in the
process."

1 0 Will (MAP 04) and Rosina Schmucker moved 75 miles

from the community in Hutchinson to Medicine Lodge,
Kansas in December of 2014. Will is self-employed in
construction, remodeling, and handyman work. "We live in a
town with no other Anabaptist witness. Our goal is to bring
Jesus to unchurched young men, and to see people embrace
Kingdom living that affects every aspect of life."

11

Darrell Yoder (MAP 04) is making an earthquake research
and response effort this winter for Christian Aid Ministries in
Northwest Pakistan. This work will include interfacing with an
aid agency to address needs and show love.
Death this year of great impact:
On January 19, 2015, Tamseela Yoder passed on from this life
in her hometown of Abbottabad, Pakistan. She lived and
served with color and touch, then courageously faced the
onslaught of ovarian cancer. She and her husband, Darrell,
were married for 6½ years, experiencing the grace of love.

2005
12

Lonnie (MAP 05) and Evelyn (Glick PCH Supervisor
03–05) Weaver are living in Ghana, West Africa, working
under Living Hope Ministries. Lonnie serves as the director of
Living Hope Academy, a school that offers nursery through
junior high (Grade 9), with an enrollment of 250 students.
Lonnie enjoys working with the Ghanaian staff of 16 teachers
and overseeing the daily operation of the school. Lonnie and
Evelyn and their four children live next door to the school.

8

9

11

12

ALUMNI UPDATES

11

2006

Rosemary Eberly (TAP 06) married Philip Lebold Oct. 3, 2015.
Brenda Hershberger (MAP 06) serves as secretary, librarian,
and a reading tutor for Calvary Christian Academy, Harrisonburg, VA, and is a member at Calvary Mennonite Fellowship.

4 Bettina Yoder (TAP 07) is teaching school at Meadows of

1

Hope, a residential home for teen girls in southern Lancaster
County.

2 Keith (MAP 06) and Lisa (Good TAP 06) Yoder are grateful

2008
6

Estalee Martin (MAP 06) continues to serve at Deeper Life
Ministries in Plain City, OH as single ladies' counselor, where
she has been for the last six years.
for the opportunity to parent foster children as part of their
growing family. Keith is a Physician Assistant in general
surgery. He enjoys interacting with local community as a
member of the rescue squad, and serves as an elder at
Calvary Mennonite Fellowship in Harrisonburg, VA. Lisa
enjoys putting her FBEP training to use as she teaches and
trains the "littles" at home!

2007
3

Joel (MAP 08) and Kelsey (Hobbs) Martin welcomed Talitha
Shalom ("Little Girl of Peace") Feb. 18, 2015. Joel is beginning
his third year of working full time with All-Nations Bible
Translation, helping with education and awareness as ABT
seeks to assist those who are called to take the gospel to the
unreached. He is also involved with a new church plant
located in State College, PA, and is enjoying pursuing some
online studies in relation to mission work.

7 Jevon and Rebekah (Miller TAP 08) Miller rejoiced when

Javan (TAP 07) and Melody (Petersheim) Bender welcomed
their third child and second son, Hudson Lee, Aug. 14, 2015.
Javan owns and operates a residential construction business.
Emma Jane Peachey (MAP 07) submits a new address:
19 Jenkin St., Belleville, Pa. 17004
"I am currently a Registered Nurse working at the GeisingerLewistown Hospital, where I have many opportunities to be
the hands and feet of Jesus."

5 Libby Turner (TAP 07) thoroughly enjoyed the past six years
teaching at Dunmore East Christian School in Co. Waterford,
Ireland (under MIC). She is now with her family in Oregon,
taking a sabbatical. (Photo: Libby back far right)

1

Curtis (TAP 07) and Tresa Weaver: Curt is working at
Meadows of Hope (MOH) residential girls' home in Lancaster,
PA. MOH receives about two new calls a week from
prospective families that are in desperate need for residential
placement.

2

5
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their first child, Summer Anne, entered the world in July.
Jevon provides RN care to residents at a local nursing home,
while also serving as an elder in the church. Parenting their
little daughter and creating a restful home have become
Rebekah’s primary goals.

8 Chad Weaver (MAP 08) drives the length and breadth of

the United States east of the Mississippi River in his work for
Melard Coach from Lancaster County, PA. He is also pursuing
an online Master’s Degree in Christian Ministry and
Leadership. In addition, much of his time is spent doing
ministry with Global Celebration School of Supernatural
Ministry, where he is learning to love the poorest of the poor
in Mexico, Israel, and other places he has traveled, to bring
God's Kingdom in a way that is powerful and meets the

4

3

6

7

deepest needs of humanity. Chad is shown with his girlfriend
Yolanda Halteman, who lives in North Carolina. "We just
started dating in September of this year (2015) and are
enjoying every moment of it!"

as a mechanic at Cooley's Equipment. I am a full-time
mommy and homemaker. We plan to move in April to Halsey,
Oregon where Carl will return to his mechanic job on Jake
Kropf's farm."

2009

5 Emily Turner (MAP 09) works part time as an editor, helps

Joel (TAP 09) and Natalie (Good) Butikofer welcomed their
second child and first daughter Elaina Irene, Oct. 14, 2015.

9 Laverne and Julie (Stoltzfus) Glick (both TAP 09) parent two
girls, Eliana (4) and Lucia (1½). Laverne directs the gardening
and education at Meadows of Hope, a residential home for
hurting teen girls in Holtwood, PA. He also assists with food
making and gardening at home. Julie is the primary
homemaker, a massage therapy student, and a part-time staff
at MOH, where she teaches art classes and assists with
education and gardening.

1 2 Ruth Anna Kuhns (TAP 09) submits a new address:

75 Allison Gap Rd., Belleville, PA 17004
"I am in my 12th year of teaching at Valley View School.
Currently I am apprenticing a young lady who also helps out
in my classroom and teaches a few classes." Shown are Ruth
Anna and her students, grades 1–2, on the first day of this
school year (2015–16).

1 0 Leann Lauver (TAP 09) married Jared Mast Nov. 14, 2015.
Tim (MAP 09) and Lisa Miller report: "Our third child and
second daughter, Savannah Lydia, was born Nov. 2, 2015."

1 1 Carl (VS Maint. 10–11) and Yvonne (Lapp MAP 09)

Shaum are delighted with their first child and daughter,
Cecelia Anne, born Sept. 1, 2015. "We are currently housesitting in the Guys Mills area for a missionary couple who
plan to return home the middle of April 2016. Carl is employed

8

12

9

at home, and writes fiction. "I intend to prepare one of my
many books to publish as soon as I can get to it." She attends
Hopewell Mennonite Church and enjoys singing with the
youth group, which gives several programs each year. Emily
is also involved with the church sisters’ sewing circle, at
which recent projects included comforters for North Korea
and hygiene kits for Syrian refugees. (Photo: previous page,
Emily back, left of Libby)

1 3 Byron Yoder (MAP 09) writes: "The summer after I

graduated from FB in 2009 I got some money for my birthday
to buy a puppet. I began to practice as a ventriloquist and
started getting requests to come perform. It has been
growing by word of mouth since then. I probably average a
couple gigs a month, sometimes more sometimes less. I use
puppets, object lessons, and dramatic stories and weave
them together to present truths. FB was instrumental in
helping me discover this artistic side of me."

1 4 Dennis Yoder (MAP 09) is working part-time as business
office manager at Faith Builders, where his responsibilities
include overseeing the accounting and coordinating the
scholarship program known as Faith Builders Scholarship
Services. He also (mostly) enjoys trying to keep up with
employees, clients, and myriad tax law changes as Yoder
Financial Services continues to grow.

Year Unlisted: Ruby (MAP) is teaching English to college
students in Indonesia. (full name omitted for privacy)

10

13

11

14
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201
0
1

Lanita Hess (TAP 10) is in her second year of teaching
grades 3–4 at Fairhaven Christian School in Gap, PA.

2 Davin Martin (TAP 10) writes: "My claims to fame are my
wife, Katelyn; my son, Nicholas (2); and another child, due
around Christmas (2015). Since graduating from FB I have
taught grades 8–9 at West Cocalico Mennonite School in
Reinholds, Lancaster Co. (the Lancaster part said without
pride or shame). I also serve as principal in my spare time."
He might add to his job description "a few words like
'discipling teenagers toward humble service' etc."

Christopher Miller (TAP 10) is principal at Maranatha Christian
School in Sugarcreek, Ohio. He is currently on a mission to
find and eradicate dyslexia from MCS. Chris married
Stephanie Smucker June 14, 2014.

4 Josh (TAP 10) and Jean (Coblentz MAP 10) Nisley are

living in Jerusalem. Josh reports, "I help direct humanitarian
aid/relief projects for Christian Aid Ministries in Israel and the
Palestinian Territories. Jean often helps out with CAM's
physical therapy project in the West Bank."

5 Wayne and Twila (Stoner TAP 10) Stoltzfus moved to 810

Lincoln Road, Lititz, PA 17543 on Dec. 19, 2014. Two days
later, Serena Joy joined the happy bunch, welcomed by
sibling Seth Evan. "Twila somehow juggles several rather fulltime jobs. She serves daily in Pedagogics, Practices for her
Master's Degree in Domestic Pediatrics, is a Health-minded
Culinarian, Queenly serves as the Personal Assistant for the
President of her husband's S-Corp, Rules future World through
the Cradle, Sculptures Clay Replicas of Diety through
Exemplification & Punitiveness...all while conscientiously
taking to heart the domestic instruction in Titus 2:5."
—written by her Grateful Husband!

1

2

4
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Dwight Yoder (TAP 10) is pursuing completing his bachelor's
degree through online studies with Regent University, while
also serving in his third year as principal of Mountain View
Christian School.

201
1
6

Kyle (MAP 11) and Brooke (Vinar VS CLR 10–12) Brubaker
welcomed first child Clara Elise on July 15, 2015. Kyle is
finishing up a four year bachelor's degree in Mechanical
Engineering while Brooke is learning the art of mothering.

3 Orion (MAP 11) and Lynnelle Shirk bought a house on Oct.

26, 2015. "This fulfills a dream we've had for 15 years, so we
are very excited and blessed by how God has led us. The
house needs a lot of work, so we will be devoting quite a bit
of time to that in the next year. Orion will continue to work
part time for Martin Water Conditioning but will scale back
his work at 6th Street Mission, though continuing to provide
oversight there. Our theme verse for this season of our lives is
Isaiah 58:12, 'And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall
raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be
called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to
dwell in.' While we will work hard for restoration of our
house, we pray, even more importantly, that people whose
lives we touch will experience Jesus' restoration through us."
(Orion & Lynnelle, Antoinette, Skye, Myles, and Alistair)
Kerwin Yoder (MAP 11) is completing his final year in the B.S.
in Computer Science program at Frostburg State University,
and is also beginning to take classes there for the M.S. in
Applied Computer Science.

201
2
7

John Mark and Desirée (Brubaker TAP 12) Kuhns welcomed
their first child, Nevaeh Cherie, Apr. 21, 2015. Desirée's days
are filled with caring for her daughter and supporting her
teacher husband. (Photo: next page)

3

5

6

Daniel Smoker (TAP 12) is halfway through completing a fieldbased M.A. in TESOL from Azusa Pacific University. He lives
in Lititz, PA and builds rustic furniture almost full time while
studying part time. Daniel married Joanne Meyers (TAP 10)
Jan. 2, 2016.

201 3

Juanita Burkholder (TAP 13) is a full-time mentor at Meadows
of Hope, a home for at-risk girls in Lancaster Co., PA.
Rose Fisher (GS 13) assists a home-birth midwife in Terre
Hill/Ephrata, PA, and works as an RN in Labor & Delivery at
Heart of Lancaster hospital in Lititz. She is pursuing a certificate in Nurse-Midwifery from Frontier Nursing University.
Rolin Martin (TAP 13) is teaching grades 9–10 at Countryside
Christian School in Hawkesville, ON for the third straight year.
Rolin is engaged to marry Joy Cressman June 25, 2016.
Nathan Nolt (TAP 13) enjoys teaching history at Terre Hill
Mennonite High School and spending time with students. He
is also jubilantly dating Hannah Scott.

201
4
8

Eric Beachy (GS 14) writes: "On June 30 of 2015 I became
an uncle for the first time...Chante Brielle is a delightful bundle
of dark-haired charm. I am a student at Bluffton University.
My major is Food & Nutrition and I'm doing a minor in
Business as well; my interests are in food production and
entrepreneurship. Evenings I work at McDonalds, which
qualifies as both a job and a ministry." (Eric back center)
Emily Byler (TAP 14) began to serve as secretary for Faith
Builders Christian School in July 2015. Her teaching
experience in a variety of grades enables her to be involved in
a variety of aspects of FBCS.

7

10

Titus Kuhns (CM 14) married Daisy Atkinson (VS Domest.
13–14) June 27, 2015.

1 0 Trevor Shenk (GS 14) is a student at Messiah College

working on a B.A. in Biochemistry. "I try to stay involved in
my church as much as possible even while I travel to and
from college." (Trevor back, far right)
Rachel Zehr (TAP 14) is finishing her Personal Support Worker
certification and transitioning into working in the long-term
care sector, and studying part time in a Liberal Studies Arts
program at a local university.

201 5

Julia Byler (CM 15) is serving at Zion Christian School as a
tutor and special ed teacher. "It's a privilege to re-enter my
home community in this way and give back a small part of
what I have received from my church." Julia is engaged to
marry Chris Miller (VS CLR 13–14, CM 16) July 9, 2016.

11

Karen Nolt (TAP 15) writes: "I am involved in Thursday
Night Kids Club at Tidings of Peace in York city. Another staff
and I recently got shot at by arsons who were retaliating
against the church for releasing videos that would potentially
help incriminate them. No one was hurt, although I have
bullet holes in my dress."
Allen Stoltzfus (GS 15) is working as a chief of the Adventurer
group at Bald Eagle Boys Camp, where he plans to work until
the fall of 2017.

1 2 Samuel Stoltzfus (CM 15) (front left)
9 Jonathan (CM 15) and Irene (Miller) Stutzman welcomed

second child and first daughter Allison Rose on Sept. 3, 2015.

8

9

11

12
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Voluntary Service and Former
Staff Updates
1

Jeff Garman (FaithWorks Bakery 95–96) delivers heating oil, and
his wife JoAnna is a full-time homemaker. "We are foster parents to
two sisters, three years old and ten months old, whom we have had
most of their lives since their births. JoAnna’s mother lives in an
apartment attached to our house."

2 Ryan and Linda (Yoder PCH 97–98, FaithWorks Bakery & Kitchen

1

98–00) Lehman and family

2

6 Richard (Maintenance 97–99, student 99–00) and Rose Ann

Weaver: Following thirteen years as an 8th–9th grade teacher,
Richard is currently self employed as an electrician. Rose Ann is a
homemaker. (left to right: Kendal Lynn, 19; Roselle Joy, 10; Kordell
Richard, 12; Aidan Trent, 18 months; Richard, 41; Rose Ann, 41;
Ranita Ann, 15; Alyssa Rose, 17; Kyler Earl, 6)

3 Jason and Barbara (Kinsinger FBCS 3–4 Teacher 00–03) Beachy

4

3

and son Danté welcomed Gabriel Shawn on Dec. 5, 2014. Barb
writes: "My husband is a CFO at Byler Barns and Backyards, and he
serves as a deacon in the church. I am a stay-at-home mom of two
boys, and a homemaker."

4 James Swartz (FaithWorks Bakery 00–01): The first child of James

and Kathryn Swartz saw the light of day on Sept. 8, 2015. His name
is Isaiah Vernon. James’s employment includes helping with the
production and sale of humus compost, tending turkeys, and truck
driving. He is serving on the board of Shenandoah Christian Music
Camp (SCMC). Kathryn is a full-time wife and mother. In addition, she
is registrar for SCMC, and continues to do a bit of work for Christian
Light Publications. James and Kathryn are active members of
Bethany Mennonite Church, near Harrisonburg, VA.

5 Carol (Yoder Domestics 01–02) Bear is married to Brent Bear, and
their children are Erica, 11, Randall, 8, Rebecca, 5, and Grace, 3.
Carol describes herself as a "full-time wife and mom, involved in our
local church."

5

Rose Mary Nisly (Domestics 08–10) works at Gaining Ground, a day
program for adults with disabilities, in Eureka, CA.

7 Janelle Zook (Kitchen 13–14) (back center in brown)

6

7
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Current Faith Builders Faculty
and Staff Updates
1

Steven Brubaker continues as Resource Group Administrator and
Faith Builders Administrator. Steven writes, "The addition of two
granddaughters to our family capped the last year. Cynthia and I
are thoroughly enjoying this new stage while asking new questions
like: (1) What are the new rhythms that grandparents need to
incorporate into their lives? and (2) How can we best support and
encourage the parents without meddling or controlling?
"On the work front two projects are occupying my developmental
energy: Living History Weavings (grades 5–6) and a website for
Anabaptist educators (stay tuned)."
(Steven & Cynthia with granddaughters Nevaeh Cherie Kuhns, left,
and Clara Elise Brubaker)

1

2 Lucas (one-year non-track 11–12) and Anne (Yoder TAP 12) Hilty

joined the Faith Builders staff in March 2016. Lucas writes, "Elliot
Daniel came to join us in December 2015. His (usually) grinning
sociability brings a lot of joy to our household. Judson loves to
memorize books and play with animals—only toy animals, since
Northwoods Court policy forbids farming on premises.
"We arrived in the community in February, and I began working at
FB in March. I’m working with the team that is producing Living
History Weavings curriculum, a project that has the potential to
change the way our young people think about their relationship to
the past and future. I’m also involved in gathering materials for a
planned educators’ resource website. I’m grateful to be a part of an
effort to serve the larger Anabaptist community."

2

3 Sheldon and Joann Kauffman purchased the old “Foxfire” place

and moved their family and belongings across the road from where
they used to live (the old Plank Road house). “Now we have
Gerald’s family for next-door neighbors and are enjoying the
convenience of a bit of seclusion and privacy while still being
located within walking distance of work and school.”
(Sheldon & Joann, Annie, Sara, Christian, Katy)

3

4 Melvin and Shelia Lehman celebrated their 40th anniversary with
a second honeymoon on Prince Edward Island. They are pictured
on “Lover’s Lane” at Green Gables.

5 In August 2015, Glendon Strickler assumed the role of Faith

Builders Training Institute Administrator. Glendon is responsible for
the post-secondary programs of Faith Builders, including Winter
Term, Summer Term, and the two-year tracks of study.
(Glendon & Starla, Sierra, Janae, Brooke, Erika, Brendon)

4

5

STAFF UPDATES
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