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I remember one of my teachers quoting the old adage "You can take a horse to 
water but you can’t make him drink." My teacher wasn’t finished. He went on 
to say, “That may be true, but you can feed him salt.”  

How can I raise my children for the Lord? How can churches pass on genuine 
devotion to God? How can schools form godly character and sacrificial love in 
students? We want those in our care to freely choose to follow God. How can 
we offer faith in God compellingly, without coercion or manipulation. How 
can we nurture hunger and thirst for righteousness? How can we feed them 
salt?

My father, Howard Brubaker, died this past February. I grew up watching and 
helping Dad feed the calves, heifers, and cows on our farm. We would pile into 
the truck and head down to the Holman property or over to the Garret farm. 
Sometimes I would fill the five-gallon buckets with grain and Dad would fill 
the troughs. Other times we would swap roles. As I reflected on Dad’s life, I 
realized that Dad wasn’t just feeding the livestock. He was feeding me salt. 
Being close to dad, seeing him work, hearing him talk, 

watching his responses to pain and pleasure—all of this nurtured a thirst to be 
like him. 

Dad wasn’t perfect. Moving heifers from one pasture to another was a recipe 
for bringing out his dark side. I remember one occasion when my two brothers 
and I were helping to round up some cows they managed to get through us to 
run free. Dad let us have it. He was angry. Later that day he called us together. 
In his slow, gentle way he said, “I’m sorry. The way I responded in anger back 
there was not okay.” He was offering us salt.

Making someone freely choose is a fundamental contradiction. But we can 
spread salt. The physical presence of committed, loving, humble, and godly 
persons is a primary way God 
cultivates hunger and thirst  
for Him. 

From the administrator

Steven Brubaker
Administrator 
srb@fbep.org

Faith Builders students, volunteers, and staff 
families, August 2021



Artist's rendering of the 
new Resource Group 
building

Artist's rendering 
of student learning 
commons

Artist's rendering of 
center section academic 
spaces

Sketches of plans to 
remodel the first floor of 
Omega House

FAItH BuILDerS cApItAL prOjectS

Faith Builders Resource Group runs the campus 
bookstore, coordinates training events for 
educators, develops curriculum for schools, and 
offers support materials through a website for 
educators. Its mission is to support local church 
communities in encouraging and equipping their 
members to serve in the places they are called. 

Over the course of the next year and a half, 
Faith Builders plans to build a new resource 
Group building on campus. This new building 
will include a larger space for the bookstore, a 
warehouse for storing materials, and expanded 
work area for the staff who are developing 
resources and curriculum. The projected start date 
is April 2022.

Resource Group projects and events:
 » teachers Week
 » teachers conference
 » Living History Threads & Weavings
 » reAcH
 » Servant Institute
 » college Student Weekend
 » Administrators conference

Faith Builders Training Institute students and staff 
have increased in numbers. As a result, the layout 
of our spaces has limited the nature of interactions 
between staff and students. We have also needed to 
accommodate staff in less-than-ideal spaces. 

The FBtI expansion project will address these needs 
by creating spaces to bring together instructors and 
students. We believe this will help to facilitate the 

learning and formation central to the Institute. It 
will also utilize the remaining portion of the building 
that has not been renovated to fit Faith Builders’ 
needs. This project is planned in three phases. 

Phase 1: renovate the undeveloped little gym into a 
student learning commons and five instructor offices, 
and convert the bookstore into student and staff 
spaces.

Phase 2: renovate center Section apartments into a 
classroom, study spaces, and instructor spaces.

Phase 3: construct a stair and elevator tower that 
connects all floors with handicapped accessibility and 
improves movement between Institute spaces.

We envision spaces that serve our students and their communities

Resource Group building Institute expansion omega house and renovations

The Omega House, an adjacent property that 
was formerly a group home for boys, was 
purchased by Faith Builders in 2018. We are 
currently using it as extra lodging space for 
married students, short term staff families, and 
for guests. We are planning to renovate the 
first floor of this house next summer in order 
to make the space more useful and efficient in 
housing students, staff, and guests. The proposal 

is to create a building with multiple separate 
apartment units--each with 2 bedrooms, a 
kitchen/dining/living area and its own outside 
entrance. This is intended to replace the 
apartments that are/were in the upstairs of the 
center section, and will provide lodging for 
short term instructors and their families as well 
as married students. 

We plan to create additional flexible study spaces for collaborative projects.the bookstore curates quality resources for 
churches, schools, and families.

resource Group facilitates events designed to 
support teachers and administrators.

Living history threads and Weavings curriculum 
teaches history using living books.

housekeeping has a renovated and improved 
laundry and storage area.some projects require more space than a study desk provides.

a filled ditch and seeded lawn provides recess area for FBcs, 
replacing play space used for the new resource Group building. a crew replaced the shingles on the west wing.
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winter term
January 5-February 6, 2021

Winter term brought together 
sixty-three students from fifteen 
states (as far-flung as Oregon, 
colorado, and Massachusetts), 
two canadian provinces, and 
Grenada. Students ranged from 
as old as 68 to as young as 18. 
Because of cOVID restrictions, 
nearly all were present for the 
entire five weeks of the term. 
The breadth of experience, from 
missionaries and pastors to 
school teachers, college students, 
business owners, and recent 
high-school graduates, created 
opportunities for enriching 

discussions both in and out of 
the classrooms. Guest instructors 
Brandon Byler, josh coblentz, 
janelle Glick, Gary Miller, 
Allen roth, and carolyn roth 
expanded our course offerings to 
provide valuable perspectives for 
students.

2020-2021 eVentS & terMS

summer term
June 28-July 30, 2021

Seventy teachers and teacher Apprenticing students developed 
their skills as teachers during Summer term. Students came from 
sixteen states (ranging from Florida to Montana to Oklahoma) 
and two canadian provinces. The end of statewide cOVID 
mandates in june allowed us to hold Summer term. Guest 
instructors Becky Bollinger, patrick Heatwole, Arlyn nisly, 
Lynell nissley, jonas Sauder, and Lyle Stutzman added courses 
that offered development and content for teachers in nearly any 
situation. We hope that the richness of classroom discussions and 
informal interactions will  
equip and support these teachers in the future. 

College Student weekend
July 9-11, 2021

Forty-five attendees gathered for the 18th college Student 
Weekend at The castle in Franklin, pennsylvania. More than half 
the attendees are pursuing medical training or the sciences. 

In plenary sessions, curvin Gordon and john Mark Kuhns called 
Anabaptist professionals to offer their training as gifts to our 
communities while valuing the expertise of other professionals: 
farmers, roofers, and homemakers. Breakouts addressed the topics 
of science versus pseudoscience, end-of-life issues, wisdom and faith 
within the humanities, and social psychology.  

Servant institute
October, january

The eighteen men in the second group of Servant Institute are 
now more than halfway through the program. They met twice 
for seminars this year and twice for meetings with peer groups 
formed according to leadership roles: church, school, or nonprofit 
organizations. While some of the instruction, reading, and tasks 
focus on the specific roles that these leaders fill, participants also 
enjoy connecting with leaders in other types of organizations. 
next year, participants meet for one more peer meeting, one more 
full seminar, and finally 
graduation in july.
Meanwhile, registrations are 
nearly complete for the next 
group of participants who 
will begin Servant Institute in 
October 2022. Faith Builders 
is deeply grateful for the 
energy of participants, donors, 
and the teaching faculty, all 
of which make possible this 
unique opportunity to serve 
Anabaptist leaders. 

heart & voice men's choir 
November 12-14

The Heart and Voice weekend inspires men to lead their families and 
churches in worshiping God with beautiful music. This event grew out 
of a love of men’s music and a desire to give men an opportunity to 
sing challenging music with capable singers. 
Fifty-two men from various states and canada gave two well-
attended programs on Sunday in the FBcS gymnasium.

Fall Semester
AUgust 23- December 17, 2021

Forty students began Fall Semester with personal retreats, mentoring, and a full 
schedule of classes. Apprenticing term in October 18-november 3 divided the 
semester into two sessions. This gave a segment dedicated to hands-on practice in 
teaching or ministry, depending on the student's track of study.  
We believe that one of the primary ways we learn and change is through practice 
and interaction with skilled, experienced workers. Studying, engaging in close 
community, and practicing useful life skills helped form a rich Fall Semester, for 
which we are deeply grateful.

courses included
Life-Giving Spaces in a Dysfunctional  World
Anabaptism as Worldview
Sermon on the Mount
Discipleship in the Local Church
Suffering Patience: Pilgram Marpeck
Women Caring for Women
Bible Study Greek
Themes from American Mennonite History
Kingdom-Centered Business 
Women of Faith

courses included
Teaching Diverse Learners
Foundations of Education
Principles of Teaching
Science for the Non-Scientist
Choir
Course Development Practicum
Teaching Secondary English Language   
Arts
School Administration for Classroom 
Teachers        
The Exceptional Learner 
Child Development
Teaching Secondary Music
Teaching Reading



perSOnneL

Gerald & Cathy Miller (Brendan, Kara, Tyler, André, Alex)
FBCS administrator

Glendon and Starla Strickler (Sierra, Janae, Brooke, Erika, Brendon)
FBCS assistant principal, teacher

Kendall & Janelle Myers (Alecia, Gideon, Karina, Justus, Raquel, Gianna)
Resource Group administrator

Kyle & Marlene Stoltzfus (Elia, Devin, Charlotte, Charis)
academic dean, instructor

Lucy Miller
bookkeeper

Kara Miller
FBCS teacher

Jaran & Sara Miller
Resource Group assistant

Vivian Mast, receptionist, 
scholarship coordinator

Brandon & Marie Mullet
instructor, dean of students

Anita Yoder
communications assistant

Abby Wingard
scholarship services assistant

Karen Yoder
FBCS teacher

Anna Zehr
FBCS teacher

Tina Beachy
Living History writer

Amber Huber
housekeeping volunteer

Jared Martin
maintenance volunteer

Irene Bontrager
librarian

Steven & Cynthia Brubaker
FBEP administrator, instructor

Julene Bender
FBCS secretary

Matthew & Larisa Mast (Karlin, Adrian, Annaliese, Caleb)
FBTI administrator

Stephen Russell
instructor

Josh & Jean Nisley (Harper, Alastair, Caedmon)
instructor, writing program coordinator

John & Barb Coblentz
campus pastor, instructor

Melvin & Shelia Lehman
instructor

Piper Burdge
FBCS teacher, Living History writer

Charity Byler
kitchen volunteer

Brenda Eshleman
bookstore volunteer

Isabel Frost
housekeeping volunteer

Nancy Hostetler
kitchen volunteer

Louise Nisly
kitchen supervisor

Carlin & Kayleen Atkinson
IT coordinator

Shea Amstutz
kitchen volunteer

Tim Kauffman
bookstore manager

Marilyn Martin
FBCS teacher

Lucas & Anne Hilty (Judson, Elliot, George, Robert)
Resource Group project manager

Sheldon & Joann Kauffman (Annie, Sara, Christian, Katy)
operations administrator

John Mark and Desirée Kuhns (Nevaeh, Shane, Asher, Zoe)
FBCS teacher

Katrina Weaver, ladies' dean, 
housekeeping supervisor

Kyle & Joy Lehman (Collin, Ryder)
FBCS teacher

Marvin & Rosanna Kauffman
houseparent volunteers



christian Learning resource, our campus bookstore, offers 
resources to serve students, families, leaders, churches, and 
schools. Our goal is to provide trustworthy materials that will 
contribute to flourishing churches, effective schools, and joyful 
homes across the world. 
The bookstore sells worthwhile resources from a range of 
publishers to offer books for home and school libraries, 
resources on church history and theology, materials to nurture 
discipleship, and recorded choral music. 
The bookstore markets materials produced by Faith Builders, 
including Living History Threads and books like Journey into 
God and To Have and To Hold. In 2021, the bookstore released 
"Abide With Me," a 
recording of choral 
music from the Faith 
Builders chorale. 
For the fiscal year 
ending june 30, 2021, 
sales from the bookstore 
were $161,881 with a 
gross profit of $52,452. 
After all expenses were 
paid, the bookstore 
contributed $2,322 in 
net income to Faith 
Builders. 
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BOOKStOre 

March 24,25 2022
reAcH brings together conservative Anabaptist 
ministries and Kingdom workers from all walks of life. 
join us for this two-day program that includes 98 breakout 
sessions to support and equip people in ministry and all 
those with a desire for service. 
Over 50 participating ministries share their vision in 
focus sessions and displays. General sessions tie the event 
together with sermons, singing, and prayer.  join us at 
calvary church, 1051 Landis Valley road, Lancaster, pA.

See the list of 54 participating ministries, peruse 98 breakout 
titles, and register to attend at  fbep.org/reach-2022.

reAcH

volunteers

 Bookstore
 » Brenda eshleman

Housekeeping
 » Amber Huber
 » Isabel Frost

Houseparents
 » Marvin & rosanna 
Kauffman

Kitchen
 » Shea Amstutz
 » charity Byler
 » nancy Hostetler

Maintenance
 » jared Martin

new students

Teacher Apprenticing
 » Laurie Beachy
 » Brent Frey
 » Matthew Hoover
 » Larry Kurtz
 » Brian Lapp
 » Kent Martin
 » Monica Miller
 » Wayne Oberholtzer
 » Shelly troyer
 » Aaron Waldner 

Christian Ministries
 » carita Beiler
 » Abigail Heatwole
 » jake rotelle
 » ryan Stoltzfus 

One-year Student
 » Leona Beiler

General Studies
 » Avery Amstutz
 » nevin Atkinson
 » Benjamin Burkholder
 » Hannah Landis
 » Sara Miller
 » josiah Stoltzfus
 » David Zook

2nd-year  students

Teacher Apprenticing
 » Dallas Shirk
 » David roth
 » Gerald reimer
 » jody Weiler
 » joseph Miller
 » Matthias Byler
 » nathan Yutzy
 » rhonda Brubacher
 » Vernon Wengerd

Christian Ministries
 » Brenda Bollinger
 » Keith Lapp
 » Yisrael Warren

General Studies
 » Annalisa Byler
 » javon & Genny Miller
 » Lonita Shirk
 » regina Glick
 » Wendy Shenk

students,
grades 
1-12 50 families

Projects completed in 2021
•	 refinished the old hardwood floor in the cafeteria
•	 Installed a roof coating over the dorm area
•	 Built a fire-proof, climate-controlled archive room under 

the dock
•	 replaced fluorescent light bulbs with LeDs to improve 

lighting and energy efficiency

Projects planned
•	 construct the resource Group buildng
•	 remodel the first floor of Omega House
•	 Begin phase 1 of renovating FBtI spaces
•	 Install air conditioning in the ladies dorm
•	 Make improvements to the gym accoustics and sound 

system

renOVAtIOn 

FAItH BuILDerS 
cHrIStIAn ScHOOL

99

StuDentS & VOLunteerS



the vision 
The end of the calendar year prompts 
many people to review their financial 
situation and consider making special 
year-end gifts. Year-end giving can 
provide tax benefits for the donor while 
providing needed financial resources 
for the recipient charities. Of course, 
reducing taxes is not an adequate 
motivation alone for giving to charity. 
Giving that honors the Lord must come 
from a perspective of gratitude and 
worship. As faithful stewards, it is wise 
to seek opportunities to maximize the 
amount we can give to the Lord’s work. 

2021-Specific Benefits for Charitable Donations
Through December 31, the tax code 
provides additional benefits for charitable 
donations even for donors who do not 
itemize deductions. Donors can deduct 
up to $300 contributed to charitable 
organizations during 2021—$600 for 

married couples filing a joint return—
even if they take the standard deduction 
rather than itemizing. Donors who do 
itemize deductions can generally elect 
to claim a charitable deduction for 
cash donations made in 2021 up to 100 
percent of their adjusted gross income 
(consult a tax professional or read the 
IrS update noted below for limited 
exceptions).

Appreciated Assets
real estate, mutual fund shares, or stocks 
often appreciate significantly in value 
over time. Donating all or part of such 
assets to a charity generates an income 
tax deduction and reduces the loss of 
proceeds to capital gains tax, often 
resulting in a greater donation to the 
charity than would be possible from a 
simple cash gift after the sale.

A Charitable Gift Fund
A charitable gift fund allows donors 
to make a tax-deductible gift now and 
decide which churches or charities will 
benefit from the gift throughout the 
following year. This is particularly useful 
for donors who have a one-time tax or 
income event that enables a substantial 
gift. In addition, this tool can be used to 
make gifts of appreciated assets such as 
mutual fund shares, farm commodities, or 
real estate.

FInAncIAL repOrtS pArtner WItH uS 

ASSETS 
 current Assets
  cash & equivalents ...................................1,599,734.91
  Scholarship cash .......................................2,561,718.76
  Accounts receivable ...................................... 17,469.91
  Student Loans receivable .............................. 34,512.01
  Inventory ..................................................... 193,248.42
  Other current Assets .................................... 87,656.88
 total current Assets ..........................................4,494,340.89
 Other Assets
  equipment, Furniture & Fixtures .................. 50,409.66
  Building & Building Improvements ..........1,603,022.29
  Land & Land Improvements ....................... 153,888.71
  Miscellaneous Assets ..................................... 25,380.81
 total Other Assets .............................................1,832,701.47
TOTAL ASSETS ................................................... 6,327,042.36

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
 Liabilities
  Accounts payable ........................................... 22,808.23
  resource Group Deferred revenue ............... 43,153.30
  Scholarship Deferred revenue ..................2,561,490.00
  payroll Liabilities ........................................... 19,915.07
  Short-term Loan payable .............................. 39,489.00
  Other current Liabilities  ................................ 1,345.26
 total Liabilities ..................................................2,648,711.86
 total equity .......................................................3,678,330.50
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY ...................6,327,042.36

 Faith Builders Educational Programs, Inc.

BOArD AND COUNCilS 

Financial need
please consider partnering with Faith Builders in one of the 
following areas.  We depend on the provision of God through 
His people.

Project Target Status Progress Toward Target

Operational Funds 195,000.00 120,000.00
Servant Institute 45,000 32,500
General FBtI Scholarships 100,000 52,350

Operational Funds helps us meet payroll and other expenses not covered 
by student tuition.

Servant Institute is a two-year program of mentored development for 
leaders serving in conservative Anabaptist organizations, schools, or 
churches. There is space for 18 participants. Donations reduce the cost 
of the programs for each participant.

General FBTI Scholarships are awarded to FBtI students on the basis 
of financial need.

CUrreNt NeeDS

Income 
 Operations Donations ..........................................412,060.69
 capital project Donations ....................................718,982.84
 Scholarship Donations ......................................5,410,128.51
 Special event & project Income ...........................153,600.00
 tuition ..................................................................772,454.38
 Fees  ......................................................................366,809.83
 Lodging ................................................................132,736.64
 Meals ....................................................................147,754.08
 resource Group Sales ...........................................190,895.64
 FBcS Fundraisers ..................................................23,545.77 
 Interest ....................................................................51,192.86
 Other Income .........................................................29,918.96
total Income .............................................................8,410,080.20
cost of Goods Sold
 resource Group ....................................................136,732.64 
 Scholarships .......................................................5,364,709.00
 Student Discounts ..................................................11,726.99
total cost of Goods Sold ..........................................5,513,168.63
Gross Profit ..............................................................2,896,911.57

 Expense
  Labor .........................................................1,501,212.52
  Administrative ................................................48,440.53
  community contributions ...............................8,391.37
  equipment ......................................................30,172.40
  FBcS Fundraising ............................................8,214.22
  Food ................................................................78,567.50
  Furnishings .....................................................13,266.10
  Insurance ........................................................29,632.98
  Maintenance ...................................................73,995.92
  postage & Delivery .........................................18,863.14
  printing ...........................................................30,251.73
  resources ........................................................53,379.74
  Services ...........................................................46,352.49
  Staff Development ............................................8,797.21
  Student Activities ...........................................14,253.17
  Supplies ..........................................................30,049.12
  travel & events ............................................106,310.04
  utilities ...........................................................67,912.49
  Depreciation .................................................105,947.75
 total expense ....................................................2,274,010.42
Net Income ..................................................................622,901.15

 
Annual audit conducted by Mattern CPA, LLC, an independent firm in 
Emlenton, PA.
Copies of the audit report are available upon request.

iNCOMe AND exPeNSeS
July 2019 - June 2020

BAlANCe Sheet
As of June 30, 2020

board
richard Bean
javan Bender
Darrell Hershberger
paul Horst
Dwight Kratzer
Matt Landis
Gary Miller
Linford Weaver
james Yoder
Keith Zimmerman

pastoral council
Ken Gehman
ernest Hochstetler
Laban Kaufman
john Miller
ronald Miller
ron Shantz
timothy Stoltzfus

advisory council
Steve Burkholder
Anthony Gingerich
nathan Good
tyler Hochstetler
richard Hoover
Lowell Miller
Steven Overholt
john perfect
Dave rotelle
Daniel rutt
jonas Sauder
Byran Smucker
Larry troyer
Marvin Weaver
phil Yoder
Dan Ziegler
nathan Zimmerman

For more information, contact  
Vivian Mast:
 814-789-4518 ext. 220
 vivanmast@fbep.org
This summary is intended for informational purposes and should 
be used only for preliminary guidance. You should consult your 
accountant or tax advisor to determine the best fit for your 
situation. The services of an attorney are required to draft and 
execute any necessary legal documents. Anabaptist Foundation 
provides planned giving services for Faith Builders. 

See “Expanded tax benefits help individuals and businesses give to charity 
in 2021”, Sept. 28, 2021, https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/expanded-tax-
benefits-help-individuals-and-businesses-give-to-charity-in-2021.

pLAnneD GIVInG

our goal is to train students for life-long service in  
thriving communities. 

Would you consider giving $20 to FB every month  
to help us equip our students?  

visit fbep.org/giving to set up a regular donation.

Thank you!



Faith Builders 
educational Programs

28527 Guys Mills road
Guys Mills, pA 16327

Address Service Requested

Winter term 2022 | January 3 - February 4
We are grateful for full enrollment for Winter term 2022! Find 
the course schedule and course descriptions at fbep.org/wt.

Administrators Conference & retreat | January 27-29  
This annual retreat helps administrators build vision for their 
schools and become effective leaders. Find updates and register at 
fbep.org/acr.

reach | march 25,26
All are welcome for this ministry conference! read more 
information and register at fbep.org/reach-2022.

FBti commencement | May 21
At commencement, 17 students plan to complete their tracks of 
study and disperse to build the Kingdom!

summer term |June 27 - July 29
Summer term helps teachers gain effective teaching skills while 
developing as whole people. Applications open in january.

teachers week |August 2-5
This week of content-focused workshops and work sessions 
provides practical tools for new and experienced teachers.

two-year studies begin |August 22
Invest two years for a lifetime of service! Download an 
application at www.fbep.org/academics/semester. 
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Faith Builders exists to prepare students for joyful, 
humble, christlike service in God's Kingdom.

PARTNER WITH US!

looking for purposeful education?
Faith Builders training Institute offers an education that aims to shape 
students toward whole-hearted love for God and faithful commitment 
to His church. The Institute offers three tracks of study: 

•	 Teacher Apprenticing cultivates the core skills, knowledge, and 
postures needed to serve in the classroom.

•	 Christian Ministries equips students for committed christian 
service in various contexts.

•	 General Studies cultivates the skills and commitments students 
need to thrive in post-secondary education.

each track includes our core curriculum that helps students to see 
themselves and the world in proper relation to God. We want students 
to develop the capacities and skills needed to join the work God is 
doing in the world through His church. 
Our application deadline is March 1. Download an application at 
www.fbep.org/academics/semester or contact us with any questions. 
We'd love to hear from you!

details inside back cover


