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Teachers Week 2017 Worksession Descriptions 
 

A. New Teacher Orientation - Esther Bean and Howard Bean 

Ready to teach? Effective teaching requires preparation, and this worksession is intended to help 

prepare you for your first year in the classroom. It will include such topics as motivation, a typical lesson, 

and the learning process. We recommend that new teachers also take the pertinent workshops in 

conjunction with this work session: Phonics: Learning to Read; Classroom Management (K-2); Multi-

grade Classroom Management; and Discipline: Preventive and Corrective. 

 

B. Seven Ways of Learning - Sharon Yoder SESSION FULL 

The adage says, if a child cannot learn the way we teach, maybe we should teach the way they learn. 

Howard Gardner, the forerunner of the theory of seven multiple intelligences, formulated his belief that 

there is not just one form of cognition which cuts across all human thinking. He proposed that people 

learn in multiple ways. In this worksession we will consider the idea of multiple intelligences and 

participate in practical applications for helping your students to learn and be successful in your 

classroom. 

 

C. Teaching High School Math Concepts Effectively - Rolin Martin 

It often appears that students understand their math lessons. They can answer textbook and test 

questions with relative ease. Take away the cookie cutter math problems with interchangeable 

numbers, however, and these math skills do not always translate to the real world. How can we teach 

our students the universal concepts that will prepare them for life? Better yet, how can we assess 

whether they are understanding the concepts and are not just following the steps? This worksession will 

give you ideas and help you practice the art of effective math instruction. 

 

D. Educational Games Motivate Learning - Wanda Hoover 

Do games increase learning? Do we have time for games? How do you incorporate games with teaching 

content? What about the student who doesn't do well in a fast paced game? Games are one way to get 

students involved in their learning. We will learn about educational games for lower and middle 

elementary grades, play them, and make them. One day we will focus on math and spelling games. 

Another day the focus will be history, science, and language games and a third day on recess games. 

There may be a minimal supply fee. 

 

E. Beginning Word, Excel, and PowerPoint - Ed Brunet 

Designed for the new teacher who’s just getting started with Microsoft Office programs, you will get 

hands on experience with Microsoft Excel, PowerPoint, and Word. We start with the basics and build a 

foundation giving you practical examples you can start using in the classroom right away. 
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F. Art Class - Bettina Yoder SESSION FULL 

With a dab of paint, a pair of scissors, and a splash of imagination, your students can create simple 

masterpieces reflecting their God-given creativity. This worksession will give you tools to engage and 

lead your students in this creative process. Using a variety of mediums and techniques, we will create a 

collection of art projects geared toward grades 1-8. Supply fee: $20. Maximum of 25 participants. 

 

G. Enjoying Poetry with Students - Jonas Sauder 

Children enjoy poetry as much as they do stories. We will explore a variety of ways to experience poetry 

across the curriculum, including interpretive reading, memorization, recitation, and writing. We’ll look at 

elements of poetry, types of poetry, and poets. We’ll consider ways to integrate the use of poetry across 

the curriculum, from history to science, composition, and Bible. We’ll also note ways to avoid 

extinguishing children’s interest in poetry through “poetry abuse.” 

 

H. Wonders of the Human Brain - Anthony Hurst 

While many mysteries remain about this most complex organ, man has learned much since the days of 

believing the brain was just phlegm or a cooling unit for the blood. We will study the brain’s anatomy at 

gross organization, cellular, and molecular levels. We will also explore the following functions of the 

brain: synapse and neurotransmitters; the effect of various drugs; and learning, memory, and emotions. 

 

I. Teaching History: Boring to Beautiful - Deana Swanson 

History is great-- full of exciting stories and events. Let's transform our history classes from boring and 

lifeless into an energy-filled, awesome learning experience. This workshop will include ways to make 

history interesting, exciting, and relevant to students' lives. We will discuss how to instill into students a 

fondness of exploring the past and the great lessons we can learn from it. A list of history projects will be 

included. Come and discover how students can eagerly anticipate history class. Seriously. 

 

J. Dyslexia: What Is It and What Can You Do About It? - David Eicher 

In this worksession, you will learn about the most common reason that children struggle to read in spite 

of typical intelligence and competent instruction. You will discover the differences in brain function and 

structure which lie at the root of these academic issues. We will explore practical techniques for 

assisting and supporting these students in the classroom. The worksession closes with a series of 

simulations designed to help you "walk a mile in their shoes." Come and develop your empathy for 

those with dyslexia and leave with a clear vision of how to help them. 

 

K. Choir Survival Kit - Jeff Swanson 

Plan for a week filled with learning and practicing skills necessary for a successful choral music program 

in grades 7-12. Each day we will plan to cover choral conducting, correct and healthy vocal music 

technique for youth, classroom management in a music setting, tips on motivating reluctant young 

singers, and choosing quality music that is inspiring, challenging, and accessible. 
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Teachers Week 2017 Workshop Descriptions 
 


